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TO TUP 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

ROBERT, 

EARL OF OXFORD 

' AND EARL MORTIMER. 



C UCH were the notes thy once lov'd Poet fung,'^ 
*^ 'Till death unjtimely ftopt his tuneful tongue, 
P juft beheld, and loft ! admir'd, and monrn'd ! 
With fofteft manners, gentleft arts, adorn'd 1 
Bleft in each fdcnce, bleft m ev'ry ftrain ! 
Pear to the Mufe, to Hari^ et dear- in rain I 

For him, thou oft haft bid the world attend^ 
Fond to forget the ftatefman in the friend ; 
For Swift and him, defpis'd the farce of ftate. 
The fober follies of the wife and great ; 
Dextrous, the craving, fawning crowd^to qui^ 
And pleas'd to 'fcapcr from flattery to wit. 

Absent or dead, ftill let a friend be dear, 
(a figh the abfent claims, the dead a tear) 
Recall thofe nights that dos'd thy toilfome dayg. 
Still hear thy Parnell in his living lays: 
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DEDICATION. 

Who carelefs, now, of 101*168, fame, or fate. 
Perhaps forgets that Oxford e'er was great; 
Or deeming mcaneft what we greateft call. 
Beholds thee glorious only in thy fall. 

-And fure if ought below the (eats divide 
Can touch immortals, 'tis a foul like thine : 
A foul fupreme, in each hard inftance try'd. 
Above all pain, all anger, and all p^ide, 
The rage of power, the blaft of public breathy 
The luft of lucre, and the dread of death. 
In vain to defarts thy retreat is made ; 
The mufe attends thee to the filent fhade : 
'Tis her's, the brave man's lateft fteps to trace. 
Re- judge his a<Els, and dignify difgrace. 
When int'reft calls off all her fneaking train. 
When all th'oblig'd defert, and all the vain; 
She waits, or to the fcaffold, or the cell, 
When the laft ling'ring friend has bid farewel. 
Ev'n now fhe fhades thy ev'ning walk with bays, 
(No hireling'fhe, no proftitute to praife) 
Ev'n now, obfervant of the parting ray. 
Eyes the calm fun-fet of thy various day. 
Thro' fortune's cloud one truly great can fee. 
Nor fears to tell, that MORTIMER is he. 



Sept 



;;^;] A. POPE. 
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THE RISE OF WOMAN. 



TX7HAT antient ti|iijB$ (ihofe dmies vft fancy ^n(p) 
^ ^ Have left on Iqng record of Wofnan's r^, 
"Wha^ morals teach it, and what fables bide. 
What author ynrote it, hpw that >ujthor dy'd^ 
All thefe I fing. |n Greeqe Uiey fraii^'d the t^ 
(in Greece, *twas tho^^t ;i Wppaan i^igbt be ^^ul^) 
Ye modem beautie9 ! where the poet drew 
His foftefl pencil, think he dre^t of you ; 
And waro'd by hi^i y<e wanton pens, \^yr^% 
How Hea? 'n's concero'd to vindic^e the fjur. 
The cafe was Hefiod's ; he the fable writ ; 
Some think with meaning, fon^ with idle wit : 
Perhaps *tis either, as the ladies ple^e ; 
I wave the conteft, and commence the lay? • 

In day« of yore, (no matter where or wl^, 
*Twa8 ere the low creation fwarm'd wit^ me^) 
That one Prometheus, fprung of hcav'nly birjt;b» 
(Our author's fong can wicneft) U?'d on e^t^. 
A 
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i I* E M S M 

He carv'd the turf to mold a manly fram^^ 
And ftole from Jove his animating flame. 
The fly contrivance o'er Olympus ran. 
When thus the monarch of the flars began. 

Oh vers'd in arts ! whofe daring thoughts afprrr 
To kindle clay with never dying fire ! 
Enjoy thy glory pafl, that gift was thine ; 
The next thy creature meets, be fairly mine: 
And fuch a gift, a vengeance /o dcfign'd. 
As fuits the counfel of a God to find ; 
A pleafin^^bofom cheat, a fpecious ill, 
"Which felt thy curfe, yet covet flill to feel. 

He faid, and Vulcan flrait the fire commands^ 
To temper mortar with etherial hands ; 
In fuch a fiiape to mold a rifing fair. 
As virgin-goddefTes are proud to wear j- 
To make her eyes with diamond-water fhine;- 
And form her organs for a voice divine. 
'Twas thus the fire ordain *d; the pow'r obeyed; 
And work'd, and wonder'd at the work he made;^ 
The fairefl, foftcft, fweetefl frame Beneath, 
Now made to feera, now more than feem, to breath. 

As Vulcan ends, the chearful Queen of Charm» 
Clafp*d the new panting creature in her arms ; 
From that embrace a fine complexion fpread, 
"Where mingled whitenefs glow'd with fofter red.. 
Then in a kifs fhe breath'd her varibus arts, 
Of trifling prettily with wounded hearts f 
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SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 

A mind for love, but Aill a changing mind ; 
The lifp affeded, and the glance defign*d ; 
The fweet confufing blufh, the fecret wink. 
The gentle-fwimming walk, the courteous fink. 
The dare for flrangenefs fit, for fcom the frown, 
For decent yielding looks declining down, 
The pradHs'd languifh, where well-feign'd defirq 
Wou'd own its melting io a mutual fire ; 
Gay fmiles to comfort ; April fhow'rs tp move ; 
And all the nature, all the art, of love. 

Gold-fcepter*d Juno next exalts the fair ; 
Her touch endows her with imperious air, 
Self-valuing fancy, highly-crefted pride. 
Strong fov'reign will, and fome defire to chide : 
For which, an eloquence, that aims to vex, 
"With native tropes of anger, arms the fex. 

Minerva (fkilful goddefs) train'd the maid 
To twirl the fpindle by the twifting thread. 
To fix the loom, inftru^ the reeds to part, 
Crois the long weft, and dofe the web with art. 
An ufeful gift ;^ but what profufe expence. 
What world of fafhions, took its rife from hence ! 

Young Hermes next, a clofe-contriving god. 
Her brows encircled with his ferpent rod: 
Then plots aqd fair excufes, filPd her brain. 
The views of breaking am'rous vows for gain. 
The price of favours ; the defigning arts 
That aim at riches in contempt pf he^i \ 
A % 
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4 P O E M S O M . 

And for a comfort in the mirriage. life. 
The little piirring temper rf a wife. 

Full on the fair his beaihs Apollo flang. 
And fond perfwafioo tip'd hdc eiSj tongue ; 
He gave her woitls, where oily flatt*ry laya 
The pleafing oajours of the art of praife ; 
And wit^ to fcandal exqtiiiitely prbne» 
Which frets another's f^^n to cure its own* 

Thofe ikcred virgins whoni the bards revere, 
Tun'd all her voice, and (hed a fweetneft there. 
To make het fenfe With double charms abtmnd. 
Or make her lively nm(mk pleafe by found. 

To drefs the maid, thb decent graces brought 
A robe iti all tb^ dm i6f b^uty wrbu^t^ 
And plac'd their bc^^t^ \»'^r a ridt brocade 
Where pidhir'd lov^ utt ^*rj oovfer pkyM ; 
Then fpre^d thofe implem^ht^ that Vulcan's air( 
Had framed t6 mertt €ytb«ta'4 heart ; 
The wire to Cati, the dofe iioKJented comb 
To call ifK lodes that i^htly waittden home ; 
And chief, the Mtttfm*, wher^ ^t ravifliM^aiaidl 
Beholls iWdlo^s her dWn r^ded fkade. 

Fair Flora tent her lldi^fe) the purpled Hdurs 
Confin'd her triies wkft a Wttei^ of flow^ra ; 
Within the WttIKh ^dk k radiafti crown ; 
A veil pellilcid bMg ^p^^ng down; 
Back roird her azbr^ tdl 1(^h t^rpfttftfold. 
The purfled b(A:«er dt^^l^ ««dr W^ gdUi 
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Her robe (whick clbfely by the ^rdje brac*t 
{leveal'd the beauties of a (leoder wafle) 
Flow'd to the ftet ^ to copy Venus' air. 
When Venus' (latues have a robe to wear. 

The new fprung creature fini(h*d thus for hanqs, 
Adjuds her habit, pradtifes her charms. 
With blufties glows, or (hines with lively fmiles, 
Confirms her will, or recoiled her wiles : 
Then confcious of her worth, with eafy pace 
Glides by the glafs, and turning views her face. 

A finer fla^ than what they wrought before. 
Thro' time's deep cave the Sifter Fates explore. 
Then fix the loom, their fingers nimbly ^eave. 
And thus their toil prot)hetic fongs deceive. 

Flow from the rock, my flax ! and fwiftly floW| 
Furfue thy thread ; the fpindlt runs below. 
A creature fond and changing, fair and vaifly 
The creature wom<m, rifes now to reign. 
New beauty blboras, a beauty fotmM to fty; 
New love begks, a love produc'd to dye ; 
New parts didrefs the troubled fcenes of 1^, 
The fondKng miftrefi, and the ttdrag wife. 

Men, bom to labour, all with pains provide ; 
W^oraen iiave time, to facrM'ce to pride : 
They want the ^tc of man, then- want they kncfw, 
And drefs to pleafe with h^rt-^alluring ftiow. 
The (how prevaSing, for the fway contend, 
And make 4a ifefn^t WhMe they meet a frieiMi. 
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Thus in a thoufand wax-erefted forts 
A loiteting race the painful bee fupports. 
From fun to fun, from bank to bank he flies. 
With honey loads his bag, with wax his thighs, 
Fly where he will, at home the race remain. 
Prune the filk drefs, and murm'ring eat the gain. 

Yet here and there we grant a gentle bride, 
Whofe temper betters by the father's fide; 
Unlike the reft that double human care. 
Fond to relieve, or rcfolute to fhare : 
Happy the man whom thus his ftars advance ! 
The curfe is gcn'ral, but the bleffing chance. 

Thus fung the Sifters, while the gods admire 
Their beauteous creature, made for man in ire ; 
The young Pandora fli^, whom all contend 
To make too perfe<5l not to gain her end : 
Then bid the winds that fly to breathe the fpring, 
Return to bear her on a gentle wing ; 
With wafting airs the winds obfequious blow, 
And land the fhining vengeance fafe below, 
A golden coffer in her hand fhe bore, 
(The prefent treacherous, but the bearer more) 
'Twas fraught with pangs ; for Jove ordain'd above,^ 
That gold ftiould aid, and pangs attend on love. 

IJer gay defcent the man perceiv'd afar, 
Wond'ring he run to catch the falling ftar ; 
But fo furpriz'd, as none but he can tell, 
Who lov'd fo quickly, and who lov'd fa wdl^ 
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SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 
O er all his veins the wand'ring palKon burn*. 
He calls her nymph, and ev*ry nymph by turns. 
Her form to lovely Venus he prefers. 
Or fwears that Venus' muft be fuch as hers. 
She, proud to rule, yet ftrangely fram'd to tcize* 
Negleifts his offers while her airs fhe plays. 
Shoots ftornful glances from the bended frown. 
In brifk diforder trips it up and down. 
Then hums a carelefs tune to lay the ftorm. 
And (Its, and blufhes, fmiJes, and yields, in form. 

" Now take what Jove defign'd ((he foftly cry'd) 
** This box thy portion, and myfelf thy bride : 
Fir'd with the profpeft of the^double charms. 
He ftatch'd the box, and bride, with eager arms, 

Unhappy man I to whom fo bright fhe (hone : 
The fatal gift, her tempting felf, unknown ! 
'The winds were (ilent, all the waves afleep. 
And heav'ii was trac'd upon the flatt'ririg deep ; 
But whilft he looks unmindful of a ftorm. 
And thinks the water wears a liable form ^ 
What dreadful din around his ears (hall rife ! 
"What frowns confufe his pidure of the (kies ! 

At firft the creature man was fram'd alone. 
Lord of himfelf, and all the world his own. 
For him the nymphs in green forfook the woods. 
For him the nymphs in blue forfook the floods ; 
In vain the Satyrs rage, the Tritons rave. 
They bore him heroes in the fecret cave. 
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No care deftroy'd, no fick diforder prey'd» 
No bending age his fprightly form decay'd. 
No wart were known, no females heard to rage^ i 

And Poets tell us, 'twas a golden age. ! 

When Woman came, thofe ills the box conCa'd j 

Burfl furious out, and poifon'd all the wind* j 

From point to point, from pole to pole they fkw. 
Spread as they went, and in the progrefs grew : 
The nymphs regrettbg left the mortal racct 
And altVing nature wore a (ickly faise ; 
New terms of folly rofe, new dates of car^ ; 
New plagues, to fuffer, and to pleafe, the fiur ! 
The days of whining, and of wild intrigaes» 
Commenced, or finiih'd, \rith the breach of league^; 
The mean defigps of well-d^embled lo?e ; 
The fordid matches oever joined above ; 
Abroad, the labour, afid at home the DoiTct 
(Man's double fuff 'risgs for domeftic joys) 
The curfe of jealoufy ; expence^ and Arife ; 
PiTorce, the public brand of ihameffd life ; 
The rival's fword : the quahn that takes the fidr ; 
Difdain for paffion, paffion in defpair^-rr 
Thefe and a dioufand, yet unnam'd, we find ; 
Ah fear the thoufand, yet uanam'd behind ! 
^ Thus on Pamafliis tuneful Hefiod fimg. 
The mountain ccho'd, and the valley run^ 
The facred graves a fix'd attentum Au>w» 
The chryftal Hdicoo &rboEe to ibw^ 
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*f he Iky grew bright, and (if his Terfe be true) 
The Mufes came to give the Jaurel too. 
But what avail'd the verdant prize of wit, 
If love fwore vengeance for the tales he writ ? 
Ye fair offended, hear your friend relate 
What heavy judgment prov'd the writer's fate, 
Tho' when it happen 'd, no relation clears, 
^Tis thought^ in ^ve, or five and twenty years. 

Where, dark and filent, with a twifted fhade 
Th6 neighboring woods a native arbour made. 
There oft a tender pait for amVous play 
ketiring, toy'd the ravifh'd hours away ; 
A Locrian youth, the gentle Troilus he^ 
A fair Milefian, kind Evanthe (he , 
But fwelling nature in a fatal hour 
Betray'd the fecrets of the Confcious boWV 5 
The dire difgrace her brothers count their own^ 
And track her fteps, to make its author known. 

It chanc'd one evening, ('twas the lover's day) 
ConceaPd in brakes the jealous kindred lay; 
When Plefiod wand'ring, mus'd along the plain. 
And fix'd his feat where love had fix'd the fcenc : 
A ftrong fufpicion ftrait poffeft their mind, 
(For poets ever were a gentle kind.) 
But when Evanthe near the paiTage flood. 
Flung back a doubtful lock and fhot the wood, 
•* Now take (at once they cry) thy due reward,** 
And org'd with erring rage, alTault the bard. 
B 
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His corps the fea receiv'd. The dolphins bore 
(*Twas all the Gods would do) the corps to fhorc. 

Methinks I view the dead with pitying eyes. 
And fee the dreams ^f antient wifdom rife ; 
I fee the Mufe& roUnd the body cry, 
But hear a Cupid loudly laughing by ; 
He wheels hfs arrow with infulting hand. 
And thus^infcribes the mordl on the fand. 
•* Here Hefiod lies : ye future bards, beware 
" How far your moral tales incenfe the fair : 
** Unlov'd, unloving, 'twas his fate to bleed ;- 
•' Without his quiver Cupid caus'd the deed : 
** He judg'd this turn of malice juftly due, 
♦* And Hcfiod dy 'd for Joys he never knew/' 
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w 



SONG. 

^H E N thy beauty appears. 
In its graces and airs, 
4.11 bright as an angel new dropt from the flcy ; 

At diftance I gaze, and am aw*d by my fears, 
So ftrangely you dazzle my eye ! 

But when witbo^t art. 
Your Jcind thoughts you impart, 
iVhen your love runs in blufhes thro* ev*ry vein ; 

When it darts from your eyes, when it pants m 

your heart. 
Then I know you're a woman again. 

There's a paffion and pride 
In our fex ((he reply 'd) 
^d thus (might I gratify both) I wou'd do : 
Still an angel appear to each lover befide, 
But flill 1^ a woman to you. 



B ? 
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A SON G. 

TH Y R S I S, a young and am'rous fwaii^ 
Saw two, the beauties of the plain ; 
Who both his heart fubdue : 
Cay Caelia's eyes were dazzling fair, 
Sabina's eafy fhape and air 

With fofter nugic drew* 

He haunts the (Iream, he haunts the grove* 
Lives in a fond romance of love. 

And feeros for each to die ; 
*Till each a little fpiteful grown, 
Sabina Caelia's fhape ran down. 

And (he Sabina*s eye. 

Their envy made the fhepherd find 
Thofe eyes, which love could only blind; 

So fet the lover free ; 
No more he haunts the grove qr (treamj 
Or with a true love knot and name 

Engraves a wounded tree. 

Ah Caelia (fly Sabina cry'd) 

Tho' neither love, we're both deny'd ; 

Now to fupport the fex's pride. 
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Let eithjcr fix the dart. 
Poor girl ! (fays Caelia) fay oo more ; 
For fhou'd the fwaia but one adore, 
7hat ipite which broke his chains before^ 

Wou*d break, the other's heart. 

S O N Q. 

MY days have been fo wond'rous free, 
The little birds that fly 
"With carelefs eafe from tree to tree. 
Were but as Wefs'd as L 

Ajk gliding waters, if a tear 

Of mine increas'd their (Ireani ? 

Or afk the flybg gales, if e'er 
I lent one figh to them ? 

But now my former days retirCt 

And Vm by beauty caught, ' 
The tender chains of fweet defire 

Are fix'd upon my thought. 

Ye nightingales, ye twifting pines I, 
Ye fwains that haunt the grove I 

Ye gentle echoes, breezy winds I 
Ye dofe retreats of love ! 
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With all of nature, all of art^ 

Aflift the dear dcfign ; 
O teach a young unpracfbis'd heart. 

To make nay Nancy mine. 

The very thought of change I hate, 

As much as of defpair; 
Nor ever covet to be great, 

Uniefs it be for her. 



?Tis true, the pafEon In my mind 
Is mix*d with foft diftrefs ; 

Yet while the fair I love is kiad, 
I caqnot wifh it lefs. 
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ANACREONTIC. 

VT 7HEN spring came on with frefh delight, 
^^ To chear the foul, and charm the fight, 
While eafy breezes, fofter raio, 
And wanner funs falute the plain ; 
*Twas then, in yonder piny grove^ 
That Nature went to meet with Lovci 

Green was her robe, and green her wreath. 
Where -e'er fhe trod, 'twas green beneath ; 
Where-e'er fhe turn'd, the pulfes beat 
With new recruits of genial heat ; 
And in her train the birds appear, 
I'o match for all the coming year. • 

Rais'd on a bank, where daizys grew, 
And vi'lets intermix'd a blue, 
She finds the boy (he went to find ; ' 
A thoufand pleafures wait behind, 
Afide, a thoufand arrows ly. 
But all unfeather'd wait to fly. 

When they met, the Dame and Boy, 
Dandng Graces, idle Joy, 
Wanton Smiles, and airy Play, 
Coufpir'd to make the fcene be gay ; 
Love p^r'd the birds through all the grOTC, 
And nature bid than fing to lore. 
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Sitting/ hopping, fluttering, fing, 
And pay their tribute from the wing< 
To fledge the (hafts that idle ly. 
And yet unfeather'd wait to fly. 

'Tis thus, when fpring renews the bloody 
They meet in ev'ry trembling wood. 
And thrice they make the plumes agree* 
And ev*ry dart they niount with three» 
And ey*ry dart can boaft a kind, 
Which fuits each profet turn of mind. 

From the tow'ring Eagle's plume 
The gen'rous hearts accept their doom j 
. Shot by the peacock's painted eye 
The vain and airy lovers dye : 
For careful dames aiid frugal meil, 
The ftiafts are fpeckled by the hen. 
The Pyes and Parrots deck the darts. 
When prattling wins the panting heart* : 
When from the voice the paffions fpring* 
The warbling Finch affords a wing : 
Together, by the Sparrow ftung, 
Down fall the wanton and the young : 
And fledg'd by Geefe the weapons fly* 
When others love they know not why. 

All this (as late I chanc'd to rove) 
I leam'd in yonder waving grove. 
And fee, fays Love; (who calPd me near) 
How much I deal with Nature here. 
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How both fupport a proper part. 

She ^ves the feather, i the dart : 

Then ceafe for fouls averfe to figh. 

If nature crofs you, fo do I ; 

My weapon there uafeather'd flies , 

And fhakes and (huffles through the fides. 

But if the mutual charms I find 

By which (he links you, mind to mind, 

They wing my (hafts, I poize the darts. 

And ftrike from both, through both your hearts. 

ANACREONTIC. 

GA Y Bacchus lildng Eftcourt's vdne» 
A noble meal befpoke us ; 
And for the guefts that were to dine. 
Brought Comus, Lore, and Jocus. 

The God near Cupid drew his chair. 

Near Comus, Jocus plac'd ; 
For Wine makes Love forget its care. 

And Mirth exalts a feaft. 

The more to pleafe the fprightly God, 

Each fweet engaging Grace 
Put on fome doaths to come abroad. 

And took a waiter's place. 
C 
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Th^n Cupid oam'd at every glafs 

A lady of the fky; 
While Bacchus fwore he'd drink the lafi. 

And had it bumper-high. 

Fat Comus toft his brimmers o'er. 

And always got the moft ; 
Jocus took care to fill him mor«, 

"When-e'er he mifs'd the toaft. 

They call'd, and drank at every touch; 

He fill'dy and drank again ; 
And if the gods can take too much, 

*Tis faid, they did fo then. 

Gay Bacchus little Cupid ftung^ 

By reck*ning his deceits. 
And Cupid mock'd his ftammVing tongue^ 

With all his ftagg'ring gaits : 

And Jocus droll 'd on Comus' ways. 

And tales without a jeft; 
While Comus call 'id his witty plays 

But waggeries at the beft. 

Such talk foon fet them all at odds ; 

And, had I Homer's pen, 
I'd fing ye, how they drunk like gods. 

And how they fought, like men. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. ij> 

To part the fray, the Graces fly. 

Who niake 'em foon agree ;^ 
Nay, had the furies felves been nigh. 

They ftill were three to three/ 

Bacchus appcas'd, rais'd Cupid up. 

And gave him back his bow ; 
But kept fome darts to ftir the cup, 

Where fack and fugar flow, 

Jocns took Gomus* rofy qrown^ 

And gayly wore the prize, 
And thrice, in mirth, he puQi'd him dow«, 

As thrice he ftrpve to rife. 

Then Cupid fought the myrtle grove. 

Where Venus did recline. 
And Venus clofe embracing Love, 

They joined to rail at wine. 

And Comus loudly curfing \rit, 

Roll'd off to fome retreat. 
Where boon companions gravely fit 

In fat unweildy (late. 

Bacchus and Jocus, {Hll behmd. 

For one fre(h glafs prepare ; 
They kifs, and are exceeding kind, 

And vow to be fincere. 



y 
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But part in time> whoever hear 
This our inftrudtive foQg ; 

For tho' fuch friep.dfhip^-may be dear» 
They can't conti^u^ long. 



FAIRY TALE 

IN THE 

ANTIENT ENGLISH STYLE, 

IN Britain's ifle and Arthqr'^ d^s, , 
When midnight F%QRe? daupp'd th^ ipaze* 
JLiv'd Edwin of the ^Wn^ 
Edwin, I wis, a gentle youth, 
Endow'd with courage, fenfe a^ trulf^ 
Tho' badly fhap'd he bc^p. 

His mountain back mote well he &i4 
To meafure height againft his head. 

And lift itfelf abqiye s 
Yet fpite of all that natu]:e did 
To make his uncouth ^V9, fprbidt 

This creature dar'd to lov^ 
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He felt the charm3 of Edith's eyes. 
Nor wanted hppe to gain the prize, 

Cou'd ladies look within ; 
But one Sir Topaz 3refs'd with art. 
And, if a fhape cou*d win a heart, > 

He had ft fliape to win. 

Edwin (if right I read my fong) 
With flighted paf^on pac'd along 

All in the moony light : 
*Twas near an old encbauntcd coiirt. 
Where fportive Faeries made refort 

To revel out the night. 

His heart was drear, his hope was crofs*d, 
*Twas late, 'twas farr, the (lath was loft 

That reach 'd the neighbour- town ; 
Widi weary fteps he quits the fhadcs, 
Refolv'd the darkling dome he treads. 

And drops his limbs adown. 

But fcant he lays him on the floor, ' 

When hollow winds remove the doo?, 

A trembling rocks the ground : 
And (well I ween to count aright) 
At once an hundred tapers light 

On all the walls a|-ound« 
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Now founding tongues aflail his ear. 
Now founding feet approachen near. 

And now the founds encreafe. 
And from the comer where he lay 
He fees a train profufely gay 

Come pranckling o'er the place. 

But (truft me Gentles !) never yet 
Was dight a mafquing half fo neat. 

Or half fo rich before ; 
The country lent the fweet perfumes. 
The fea the pearl, the Iky the plumes. 

The town its filken (lore. 

Now whilft he gaz'd, a Gallant drcft 
In flaunting robes above the reft. 

With awfiiU accent cry'd ; 
What Mortall of a wretched mind, 
Whofe fighs infe6l the balmy wind. 

Has here prefum'd to hide I 

At this the Swain, whofe vent'rous foul 
No fears of magic art controul. 
Advanced in open fight ; 

* Nor have I caufe of dreed, he faid, 

• Who view (by no prcfumption led) 

• Your revels of the nighty 
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* 'Twas grief, for fcorn of faithful love, 

• Which made my fteps unweeting rove 

* Amid the nightly dew.' 
'Tis well, the Gallant cries again, 
Wc Faeries never injure men 

Who dare to tell us true* 

Exalt thy love-deje^cd heart. 
Be mine the tafk, or ere we part. 

To make thee grief refign ; 
Now take the pleafure of thy chaunce; 
Whilft I with Mab my part'ner dauncc. 

Be little Mable thine. 

He fpoke, and all a fudden there 1 

light mufic floats in wanton air ; 

The Monarch leads the Queen s 
The reft their Faerie partners found, 1 

And Mable trimly tript the ground 

With Edwin of the green. 

The daundng pafl, the board was laid^ y 

And fiker fuch a feafl was made 

As heart and lip defirt ; 
Withouten hands the difhes fly, i 

The glafles with a wifh come nigh. 

And with a wifli retire. 
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But now to pleafe the Faerie Kng, 
Full ev'ry deal they laugh and fing, 

And antic feats devife ; 
Some wind and tumble like an ape. 
And other-fome tranfmute their (hape 

In Edwin's wond'ring eyes. 

'Till one at laft that Robin hight, 
(Renown'd for pinching m^ds by night) 

Has hent him up aloof; 
And full ag^nft the beam he flung, 
"Where by the back the Youth he hung 

To fpraul unneath the roof. 

From thence, " Relrerfe ffiy charm, he crJJf, 
" And let it fairly now fuffice 

" The gambol has been ftiown.'^ 
But Oberon anfwers with a fmile. 
Content thee Edwin for a while. 

The vantage is tfiine owHi 

Here ended all the phantome play ; 
They fmelt the frefh approach of day. 

And heard a cock to crow; 
The whirling wind that bore the croud 
Has clap*d the door, and whiftled lottd^ 

To warn them all to go. 
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•fhen fcreaming all at once they fly. 
And all at once the tapers dy ; 

Poor Edwin fall$ tQ floor ; 
Forlorn his (late, and dark the place. 
Was never wight in fikc a cafe 

Through all the land before. 

But foon as dan Apollo ro(e. 
Full jolly creature home he goes, 

He feels his back the lefs ; 
His honed tongue and fleady mind 
Han rid him of the lump behind 

Which made him want fuccels. 

With lufty livelyheed he talks. 
He (eems a dauncing as he walks. 

His (lory foon took wind ; 
And beauteous Edith fees the youth, 
^dow'd with courage, fenfe and truth, . 

Without a bunch behind; 

The ftory told, Sir Topaz moV'd, 
(The youth of Edith erft approv'd) 

To fee the revel fcene : 
At dofe of eve he leaves his home. 
And wends to find the ruin'd dome 

All on the gloomy plain. 
P 
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As there he bides, it fo befell> 
The wind came ruftling down a dc8, 

A fhaking feii'd the wall : 
Up fpring the tapers as before. 
The Faeries bragly foot the floor. 

And mufic fills the hall. 

But certes forely funk with woe 
Sir Topaz fees the Elphin (how, 

Hisfpiritsinhinrdy: 
When Oberon cries, * a man is ncar»^ 

• A mortall paffion, deeped fear, 

* Hangs flagging in the flty.* 

With that Sir Topai (hapldsyouA !)r 
In accents feult'ring ay for nith 

Intreats them' pity grauni ; 
For als he been a nnfter wight 
Betray'd by wandering ui the ni£^ 

To tread the circled haunt; 



< 



* Ah lofell vile, at once Aey roar I 
And little ikill'd of Faerie bre, 

• Thy canfe to come wt knoW i 

* Now has thy keftreU courage feU; 
' And Faeries, fince a ly you teU, ' 

* Arc free to work thee woe/ 
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T^i^ ^U, who bears the wiipy firc 
fo trail the fw^ioa among the iiiire» 

The caitive upward flung ^ 
There like a tortbiie in a (hop 
He dangled from the chamber-top» 

Where whilome Edwin hung. 

The rerel now proceeds apace, 
Deffly they frifk it o'er the place. 

They fit, they drink, and eat ; 
The time with frolic mirth beguile, 
And poor Sir Topaz hangs the wfail^ 

*Till all the rout retreat. 

Py this the ftamf began to wink. 
They (kriek, they fly, the tapers fink. 

And down ydrops the knight. 
For never fpell by Faerie laid 
With ftrong enchantment bound a gladt 

Beyond the length of night. 

Chill, dark, alone, adreed, he lay, 
'Till up the welkin rofc the day. 

Then deem'd the dole was o'er ; , 

But wot ye well his harder lot ? 
y^ feely back the Bunch has got 

Which Edwin loft afore. 
P ^ 
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This tale a Sybil-Nurfe ared ; 

She foftly (Irok'd my youngling head» 

And when the tale was done, 
' Thus fome are bom, ray fon (fh'e cries) 

* With bafe impediments to rife, 

' And fome are born with none. 

^ But virtue can itfelf advance 

* To what the fav'rite fools of chance 

• By fortune feem*d defign'd ; 

* Virtue can gain the odds of fate, 

* And from itfelf (hake of the weight 

* Upon th'unwonhy Mind. 
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THE 

VIGIL OF VENUS. 

WRITTEN IN THE TIME OF 

JULIUS CAESAR, 

AND BY SOME ASCRIBED TO 

CATULLUS. 

•'T E T thofe love now, who never lov'd before ; 
**•■—* Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more.** 
The Spring, the new, the warbling Spring appears. 
The youthful feafon of reviving years ; 
In Spring the Loves enkindle mutual heats, 
1*he feather'd nation chufe their tuneful mates. 
The trees grow fruitful with defcending rain 
And dreft in difF'ring greens adorn the plain. 

PERVIGILIUM VENERIS. 

•* /'^RAS amet, qui numquam amavit; quique t- 

** ^^ mavit, eras amet," 

Ver novum, ver jam canorum : vere natus orbis eft, 

Vfcre concordant amores, vere nubent alites, 

£t nemus comam refolvit de maritis imbribus. 
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She comes ; to-morrow Beauty's Emprefi rOTCf 
Thro' walks that winding run within the groves ; 
She twines the Hiooting myrtle into bowers. 
And ties their meeting tops with wreaths of flowers. 
Then rais'd fublimely on her eafy throne 
From Nature's powVful di(5tates draws her own. 

" Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before; 
^* Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more." 

'Twas on that day which faw the teeming floo4 
Swell round, impregnate with celeftial blood; 
Wandering in circles flood the finny crew. 
The midfl was left a void expanle of blue. 
There parent Ocean work'd with heaving throes^ 
And dropping wet the fair Dione rofe. 

** Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before ; 
•* Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more.** 



Cras amorem copulatrix inter umbras arbomm 
Implicat gazas virentes de flagello myrteo. 
Cras Dione jura dicit, fulta fublimi throno. 

** Cras amet, qui numquam amavit; quiq^e ami* 
" vit, cras amet." 

Tunc liquore de fupemo, (pumeo ponti e gbbo, 
Caerulas inter catervas, inter et bipedes equos. 
Fecit undantem Dioaen de maritis imbribus. 

** Cras amet, qui numquam^ amavit; quiqoe ama^^ 
^ ' liif ccaa amet." 
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She punts the parple year with vary'd fhow» 
drips the green gem, and makes the bloflbm gloVi 
the Qiakes the turgid bnds receive the breete. 
Expand to^eaves, and (bade die naked trees. 
When gath'ring damps the mifty nights difFufe; 
She fprinkles all the mom with bahny dews; 
Bright tremhKng pearls depend at every fpray^ 
And kept from fallings ieem to &11 away. 
A gloffy Ircfhnefs hence the Hofe receives, * 

And bluflies (weet throiLigh all her iilken leaves ; 
(The dfops defcending through the iilent night,' 
While ilars ferenely rail their gdden %ht,) ' 
Glofe 'till the morn, her humid veil fhe holds j 
Thtsk deckt with virgin pomp the £ow'r unfolds, 
^n will the morning blufh : ye maids 1 prepare* 
In rofy garlands bind your flowing.hair ; 
^is Venus' plant : the blood fair Venus fted, 
O'er the .gay beauty pon^'d immortal red ; 



Ipfa genamas purpurantem pingit annum fforibut^ 
* Ipfa furgentis papiUas de Favont ^ritn, 
Urguet in tgros tepentes ; ip& roris luddi, 
Nodis aura quem reHnquit, fpargit humentis aquas, 
>£t micant lacrymae tremens decidivo pioodere. 
6utta praeceps orbe parvo fuftinet cafiis fuos. 
tn pudorem florulenue prodidemnt purpurae. 
Humor ille, quern ferenii aftra rorant nodibut,- 
Mane virgines papillai folvit hum^ pcpla. 
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From Lore's foft kifs a fweet Ambrofial fmell 
Was taught for ever on the leaves to dwell ; 
From gemms, from flames, from orient rays of light 
The richeft luftre makes her pnrple bright ; 
And (he to-morrow weds ; the fporting gale 
Unties her zone, flie burfts the verdant veil ; 
Thro* all her fweets the rifling loyer flies, 
And as he breaths, her glowing fires arife. 
» " Let thofe love now, who never l6v*d before ; 
^* Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more/* 

Now fair Dione to the myrtle grove 
Sends the gay Nymphs, and fends her tender Loit. 
And fliall they venture ? is it fafe to go I 
"While Nymphs have hearts, and Cu[Hd wears a bow t 
Yes, fafely venture, 'tis his mother's will ; 
tie walks unarmM, and un^defigning ill, 

i • r 

tpfa juffit mane ut udae virgines nubant rofae» 
Fufae prijis de cruore deque amoris ofculis. 
Deque gemmis, deque flammis, deque Solis purpuric. 
Cras ruboreni qui latebat vefle tedhis igneay 
tJnica marito nodo non pudebit folifere. 

*' Cras amet, qui numquam amavit ; quique ama« 
" vit, cras amet." 

Ipfa Nimfas Diva luco jufEt ire niyrteo, 
ft Puer comes puellis. Nee tamen credi poteft 
Efle amor^m feriatum, fi fagittas ves^erit. 
Ite Nimfae : pofuit arma, feriatuS efl Amor«^ 
JuiTus eft inennis ire^ oadus ire jufliis efl i 
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His torch extind^ ius quiver ufelefs huDg« 

t^s arrows idle, and his bow unftrung* 

And yet> ye Nymphs, beware, his eyes have charms^ 

And LoVe that's naked, (Hli is Lore in arms. 

** Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before ; 
'* Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more.'* 

From Venus' bow'r to Delia's lodge repairs 
A virgin train coitif^at with modeft airs : 

* Chafte Delia J grant our fuit ! or (hun the ^ood^ 
' Nor (lain this fadred lawn widi favage blood. 

* Venus, O Delia ! if fhe cou'd perfuade, 

* Wou'd afk thy preftnce, might fhe afk a maid.* 
Here chearfiil quires for three aufpicious nights 
AVith fongs prolong the pleafurable rites : 
Here crouds in raeafures lightly-decent rove; 
Or fcek by pairs the covert of the grove, 

Nea quid arcu, neu fagitta, ncu quid igne laederet. 
Scd tamen cavete Nimfae, quod Gupido pulcher eft : 
Totus eft inermis idem, quando nudus eft Amor. 

*' Cras amet, qui numquam amavit ; quique ama- 
" vit, cras amet." 

Compari Venus pudore mittit ad te virgines. 
Uda res eft quam rogamus, cede virgo Delia, 
Ut nemus fit incruentum de ferinis ftragjUius. 
Ipfa vellet ut yenires, (i deceret virginem : 
Jam tribus choros videres feriatos nodtibus : 
Coogreges inter catervas ire per faltus tnos> 
E 
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Where meeting greens for arbours arch abovCt 
And mingling flowrets ftrow the fcenes of love. 
Here dancing Ceres fhakes her golden (heaves : 
Here Bacchus revels, deckt with viny leaves : 
Here wit's enchanting God in laurel crown 'd 
Wakes all the ravifh'd Hours with filver found. 
Ye fields, ye. forefts, own Dione's reign, 
And Delia, huntrefs Delia, fhun the plain. 

*' Let thofe loye now, who never lov'd before ; 
" Let thofe who always^ lov*d, now love the more.'^ 

G^y with the bloom of all her opening year, 
Th.e Queen at Hybia bids her throne appear ; 
And there prefides ; and there the fav'rhe band 
(Her fmiling Graces) (hare the great command. 
Now beauteous Hybla ! drefs thy flow'ry beds 
With all the pride the lavilh feafon (heds ; 



Floreas inter coronas, myrteas inteir ca&s. 
Nee Geres, nee Bacchus abfunt, nee Poetarum Deu§ ; 
Decinent, et tota nox eft pervigilia cantibus. 
Regnet in (ilvis Dione : tu recede Delia. 

** Cras amet, qui numquam amavit ; quique ams^*^ 
** vit, cras amet," 
Juflit Hyblaeis tribunal ftare diva floribus. 
Praefensjpfa jura dicit, adfederunt Gratia6. 
Hybla totos funde flores quidquid annus adtvilit. 



i-^^Vir.".. ■ ' 'r^?3":'>-^ 
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Now all thy colpurj, all thy fragrance yidd. 
And rival £nnaV aromatic field. 
To fill die prefence of the gentle court 
From ev'ry quarter rural Nymphs refort. 
From woods, from mountains, from their humble vales, 
From waters curling with the wanton gales. 
Pleaf'd with the jojful train, the laughing Queen 
In circles feats them round the banl^ of green ; 
And * lovely girls, (fhe whifpers) gu^fd your hearts; 
* My boy, tho' ftript of arms, abounds in irts. 

" Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before ; 
** Let diofe who always lov'd> now love the more/' 

Let tender grafs in (haded alleys fpread, 
Let early flow'rs eredl their painted head. 
To- morrow's glory be to-morrow feen. 
That day, old Ether wedded Eartfi in green, 

Hybla florum rumpe yeflem, quantqs Aennae cam- 
pus efl. 
Runs hie eruQt puellae, vel puellae montjum, 
Quaeque filvas, quaeque lucos, quaeque montes in- 

colunt. 
Juffit omnis adfidere pueri mater alitas, 
JulEt et nudo puellas nil amori credere. 

*' Cras amet, qui numquam amavit ; quique ama* 

" vit, cras amet." 
Et recentibus virentes ducat umbras floribus. 
Cras erit qui primus aether copcdayit nuptias, 
E a 
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The Vernal Father bid the faring appear, 
In clouds he coupled to produce the year. 
The Cap defcendmg o'er her bofom ran. 
And all the variout forts of foul began. 
3y wheels unknown to fight) by fecret veins 
Diftilling life, the fruitful Goddefs reigns^ 
Through all the lovely realms of native day. 
Through all the circled land» and circling fea $ 
With fertil feed fhe filPd the pervious earth. 
And ever fix'd the myftic ways of birth* 

•* Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before ; 
*' Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more/* 
'Twas (he the Parent, to the Latian (hore 
Through various dangers Troy's reminder bore. 
She won Lavinia for her warlike fon, 
And winniog her, the Latian empire won* 

Ut pater roris crearet vernis annum nnbibii^ 

In finum maritus imber £uxit almae conjugis^ 

Ut foetus immixtasomnis aleret magnO eorpore* 

Ipfa venas atque metnem permeante fpirita 

Intus occultus gubernat procreatrix viribos, 

Perque coelura, perque terras, perque ponniRifubditamf 

Pervium fui tenorem ieminali tramite 

Imbtift, juffitque nHi&dum fi6ffe naicei^dx vias. 

" Cras amet, qui numquam amavit > quique ama» 
•• vit, eras amet.** 
IpfaTrojauos nepotes in Latino tranftulit ; 
Ipfa Laurentum puellam conjcigenii nato dedit : 
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She gare to Mtrt the maid, whofe hooour'd womb 
Swell'd with the fbtmder of immortal Rome. 
Decoy'd by fhows the Sabin dames (he led. 
And taught <nir vig'rous yoath the means to wed. 
Jience fpnmg the Romans, hence the race divine 
Thro' whidi great Gaefar draws his Julian line. 

" Let tliofe love now, who never lov'd before 5 
f * Let thofe who always lov*d, now love the more.'! 

In rural feats the foul of pleafure reigns ; 
The life of Beauty fills the rural fcenes ; 
Ev'n Love (if Fame the truth of Love declare) 
Drew firft the breathings of a rural air. 
Some pleafing meadow pregnant Beauty preft> 
She laid her infant on its fiow'ry breafl. 
From Nature's fweets he (ipp'd the fragrant dew, 
He fmil'd, he kifs'd them, and by kiffing grew. 



Jd^aupt Marti del facello dat pudicam virg^nem* 
Rorauleas ipfa fedt cum Sabinis nuptias, 
Unde Rames et Quirifesj prOque prole pofterfim 
Romuli matrem crearet et nepotem Caefarem. 

'*Cras amet, qui numquam amavit; quique ama* 
" vit, eras amet." 

Rura foecuttdat voluptas : rura Venerem fentiunt. 
Ipfe Amor puer Dionae rure natus dicitur. 
Hunc ager cum parttiriret^ ipfa fufcepit fioa^ 
Ipfa florum dclicatis educavit ofculis^ ^^ 
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" Let thofe love now, who' never lov'd befpre; 
" Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more;'' 

Now Bulls o'er flalks of broom extend their fides^ 
Secure of favours from their lowing brides. 
Now ftately Rams their fleecy conforts lead. 
Who bleating follow thro' the wand'ring fhade. 
And now the Goddefs bids the birds appear, 
Raife all their mulic, and falute the year : 
Then deep the Swan begins, and deep the (bng 
Runs o'er the water where he fails along ; 
While Philomela tunes a treble drain. 
And from the poplar charpis the lifl'ning plain* 
We fancy Ipye expreft at ev'ry note. 
It melts, it warbles, in her liquid throat. 
Of barb'rous Tereus fhe complains no more. 
But fings for pleafure, as for grief before. 
And ftill her graces rife; her airs extend. 
And all is filence 'till the Syren end. 

'^ Cras amet, qui qun^quam amavit ; quique ama-* 
" vit, cras ame^" 
Ecce, jam fuper geneflas cxplicant tauri latus. 
Quifque tuus quo tenetur conjugali foedere. 
Subter umbras cum maritis ecce balantum gregem^ 
£t canoras non tacere Diva jufBt alites. 
Jam loquaces ore rauco (lagna cygni perftrepunt, 
Adfonat Terei puella fubter umbram populi, 
Ut putas motus Amoris ore did mulico, n 

£t neges queri foiQirem de marito barbaro. 
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Jlow long in coming is my lovely Spring ? 
And when fhall I, and when the Swallow iing i 

Sweet Philomela ceafe, ^Or here I fit. 

And filent lofe my rapt'rous hour of wit : 
'Tis gone, the fit retires, the flames decay. 
My tuneful Phoebus flies arerfe away. 
His own Amycle thus, as (lories run^ 
But once was filent, and that once undone. 

*• Let thofe love now, who never lov'd before ^ 
*' Let thofe who always lov'd, now love the more.'* 



lUa cantat : nos tacemus : quando ver venit meum ? 
Quando f^ciara ut celidon, ut tacere definam ? 
Perdidi Mufam tacendo, nee me Phoebus refpicit. 
Sic Amyclas, cum tacerent, perdidit filenuum. 

" Cras amet, qui numquam amavit; quique ama- 
** tit, eras amet." 
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1)StoarpAX» One .if ho 
•*• phtttders grgnarieu 
Trozartas, A bread eater, 
Lycbomile, Alicker of meal, 
Pternotro^s, A iacon-eater, 
Lychopinaz, A licker ofdijhes, 
Embafichytros, A creeper in- 
to pots, 
Lychenor, A name for licking. 
Troglodytes, One -who rum in- 
to holes, 
Artophagus, Who^ feeds on 

bread. 
Tyroglyphus, Acheefefcooper, 
'Ptemogljfhns, Abaconfcooper, 
Pternopbagus, A bacon-eat^', 
Cninbdio^es, One who follows 

the ft earn of kitchens, 
Sitopbagus, An eater ofivheat, 
Mcridarpax, One tuBo plunders 
iisjbare. 



Names of thx FkoGi* 

nHTsiGNATHfs, One 
"*• nvhof-wells hts cheeks* 
Pelus, A name from mud, 
Hydromedufe, A ruler in the 

-waters, 
Hypfiboas, A hud howler, 
Pelion, From mud, 
Seutiaeus, CaWd from the heett. 
Polyphonus, A great babbler • 
Lymnocharis, One -who Urvea 

the lake, 
Cranlbophagiis, Cabbage-eater^ 
LfmnifiuStCalVdfrom'the lake* 
Calamintbius, From the herb^ 
Hydrochtris, Who laves the 

"Water. 
Borbor^cates, ITho Ues in thk 

mud, 
Prailbphagtts, An enter of gat" 

Uci, 
Pelufius, From mud* 
Pelobates, JFi^0 walks inthe dhim' 
Praflaeus, CalVdfrom garlicky 
Cnuigafidesi From croaking. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



B A T T I, E 



OF THE 



FROGS AND MICE. 



? O K I. 

'T^O fill my rifing fong with facred fire, 

-*- Ye tuneful Nine, ye fweet celeftial quire ! 
From Helicon's imbow'ring height repair. 
Attend my labours, and reward my pray'r. 
The dreadful toils of raging IV^ars I write. 
The (prings of conteft, aqd the ficl4? of fjght ; 
How threat'ning A((ice advanc'd with warlike gracQ, 
And wag'd dire combats with the croaking rac^. 
Not loude^ tumults fhook Olympus' tow'rs. 
When earth-born giants dar'd imn^ortal pow'rf • 
Thofe equal a6ls in equal glory claim. 
And thus the Mi;fe records the tale of fame. 

Once on a time, fatigu'd and out of breathj^ 
And juft efcap'd the flretching claws of death, 
A gentle Moufe, whom Cats purfi^'d in vain. 
Fled fwift-of foot acrqfs the neighb'ring plaii^ 
Hung o'er a brink, his eager third to cool, 
A^d dipt his whifkers in the (landing pool \ 

Pa 
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When oiear a courteous^ Frog advanc'd his head; 
And from the waters, hoarfe-refounding faid : 

What art thou, ftranger ? what the line yoa boaft } 
What chance has cad thee panting on our coaft i 
With ftri^efl truth let all thy words agree. 
Nor let me find a faithlefs Moufe in thee. 
If worthy friendfhip, profFer'd friendfhip take. 
And entering view the pleafurable lake : 
Range o'er my palace, in my bounty (hare. 
And glad return from hofpitable fare. 
This filver realm extends beneath my fway. 
And me, their monai^dY, all hs Frogs obey. 
Great Phyfignathus I, froth Pfeled^ race^ 
Begot in fair Hydrbmede's embi^aee,' 
Where by the nujjfial bank that paints hxs fide^ 
The fwift firidaous delights to glide. 
Thee too, thy fo'riri^ thy ftrength, and port proclaia 
A fceptcr'd king ; a fon of marftal fame ; 
Then trace thy line, and aid niy guefling tyes. 
Thus ccis'd the trdg, and thus the Motife f epite*. 

Known to the Gods, the nien, the birds that fljr 
Thro' wild expanfes of the ifmdway iky. 
My name refoutid^ ;.a^c!f if unkddWn to difccf^ 
The foul of great I^cai^'ax lires in me. 
Of brave Ti'diiartas^line, wliofe flecky dowW 
In lore comprefs'd Lychdmifc the broWn; 
My mother fhe, aid princefi of the plaJtls 
Whcre-c'cr her fetller fterridtrbdlas reigris : 
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^ni where a cabin lifts its airy fhed. 

With figs, with nuts, with vary*d dainties fed. * 

But fince our natures nought in common know, 

From what foundation can a friendfhip grow ? 

Thefe curling waters o'er thy palace foil ; 

But man's high food fupports my princely foul. 

In vain the circled loaves attempt to lye 

Concealed in flaikets from my curious eye. 

In vain the tripe that boafts the whiteft hue. 

In vain the gilded bacon (huns my view. 

In vain the cheefes, offspring of the paile. 

Or honey'd cakes, which Gods themfelves regale. 

And as in arts I fhine, in arms I fight, 

Mix'd with the braveft, and unknown to flight. 

Tho' large to mine the human form appear. 

Not Man himfelf can fmite fny foul with fear. 

fly to the bed with filent fteps I go, 

Attempt his finger, or attack his toe, 

And fix indented wounds with dextrous /kill ; 

Sleeping he feels, and only feems to feel. 

Yet have we foes which direful dangers caufe, 

prim Owls with talons arm'd, aud Cats with daws. 

And that falfc trap, the den of filent fate, 

"Where Death his ambufh plants around the bait : 

All-ditaded thefe, and dreadful o'er the reft 

The potent warriours of the tabby veft J 

If to thfe dark we fly, the dark they trace. 

And rend our heroes of the nibbling race. 
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But mc, nor ftalks, nor watrifh herbs delight. 
Nor can the crimfon radifh charm my fight. 
The lake-refouading Frogs feledbed fare, 
Which not a Moufe of any tafte can bear. 

As thus the downy prince his mind expreft, 
His anfwer thus the croakng king addreft. 

Thy words luxuriant on thy dainties rove. 
And, ftranger, we can boaft of bounteous Jove : 
We fport in water, or we dance on land, 
And born amphibious, food from both command. 
But truft thyfelf where wonders afk thy view. 
And fafely tempt thofe feas, I'll bear thee thro' : 
Afcend my (houlders, firmly keep thy feat. 
And reach my marihy court, and feaft in ftate. 

He faid, and bent his back; with nimble bound 
Leaps the light moufe, and clafps his arms around. 
Then wond'ring floats, and fees with glad furvey 
The winding banks refembling ports at fea. 
But when aloft the curling water rides, 
And wets with azure wave his downy fides, 
His thoughts grow confcious of approaching wo^ 
His idle tears with vain repentance flow. 
His locks he rends, his trembling feet he rears. 
Thick beats his heart with unaccuftom*d fears ; 
His fighs, and chill'd with danger, longs for fliore : 
His tail extended forms a fruitlefs oar. 
Half-drench'd in liquid death his pray'rs he fpake. 
And thus bemoan'd him from the dreadful lake^ 
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to pftfs'd Europa thfo' the rapid Tea, 
rt^rembliog and faintiDg all the vent'rous Way ; 
With oary feet the bull triumphant rode, 
And fafe in Crete depos'd his lovely Idad. 
Ah fafe at lad 1 may thas the Frog fiipport 
I/iy tremUing limbs to reach his ample court. 

As thus he forrows, death ambiguous grows^ 
JLo ! from the deep a water- Hydra rofe ; 
He rolls his fanguin'd eyes, his bofom heaves. 
And darts with a6Hve rage along the waves. 
Confus'd, the monarch fees his hliHng foe. 
And dives, to fhun the fable fates, belowi 
Forgetful Frog ! the friend thy fhoulders bor^, 
Unfkiird in fwimming, floats remote from fhore^ 
He grafps with fniitlefs hands to find relief. 
Supinely falls^ and grinds his teeth with grief. 
Plunging he finks, and ftruggling mounts again. 
And finks, and flrives, but flrives with fate in vain. 
The weighty moifiure clogs his haiiJy veft. 
And thus the Prince his djring rage exprefl. 

Nor thou, that fling'ft me floundering from thy back^ 
As from hard rocks rebounds the fhatt'ring wrack, 
Nor thou fliait 'fcape thy due, perfidious king ! 
Purfu'd by vengeance on the fwiftefl wing : 
At land thy ftrength could never equal mine. 
At fea to conquer, and by craft, was thine ; 
But heav'4;i has Gods, and Gods have fearching eyes> 
Te Mice, fo Mice, my great avengers rife ! 
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This raid, he fighing gafp'd, and gafping dy'd: 

His death the young Lychopinax efpy'd, 

As on the flow'ry brink he pafs'd the day, 

Baik'd in the beams, and loiter'd life away. 

Loud fhrieks the Moufe, his (hrieks the fhores repeat J 

The nibbling nation learn their heroe's fate : 

Grief, difmal grief enfues ; deep murmurs found. 

And fliriller fury fills the deaftn'd groqnd. 

From lodge to lodge the (acred Heralds ran. 

To fix their council with the rifing fun ; 

Where great Troxartas crown'd in glory reigns. 

And winds his length'ning court beneath the plains; 

tfycarpax' father, father.now no more:! 

For poor tfycarpax lies remote from (hore ; 

Supine he lies ! the filent waters (land, 

And no kind billow waftS) the dead ^o:lap() ! 



B .0 lO K :!!. 

WfiEN.rofy-finger'd inom had tiag*dt)^e ^6% 
Aronnd thdr Monarch*Motie thenati^crQadflis; 
Sow rofe the: fov'reign, heat'd hisiaaxioiis. brcaft. 
And thus, the coandl filPd with rage, addreft. 
For loft Ffycarpax much my (bul foidures,' 
'Tis mine the privategriefv the public, ypvrs. 
Tfareo wafUkefoBS adoro'd my nuptial bed. 
Three fons^^sdas ! hefored^drfiither^tNi^ 
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Our cldeft perifh'd by the rav'ning Gat, 
As near my court the Prince unheedful fate. 
Our next, an engine fraught with danger dre\«r. 
The portal gap*d, the bfait was hung in view> 
Dire Arts affift the Trap, the Fates decoy. 
And men unpitying kiU'd my gallant Boy ! 
The laft, his Country's hope, his Parent's pride^ 
Plung'd in the lake by Phyfignathus dy'd. 
Roufe all the war, my friends ! avenge the deed. 
And bleed that Monarch, and his nation bleed. 

His words in ev'ry bfeaft infpir'd alarms^ 
And careful Mars fupply'd their ho(l with arms. 
In verdant hulls defpoil'd of all their beans. 
The bufkin'd warriors ftalk'd along the plains^ i 
Quills aptly bound, their bracing corfelet made, 
Fac'd with the plunder of a cat they flay'd : 
The lamp's round bofs affords their ample fhield ; 
Large fhells of nuts their cov'ring helmet yield; 
And o'er the region, with refJe<5ted ray*. 
Tall groves of needles for their lances blaze. 
Dreadful in arms the marching Mice appear ; 
The wond'ring Frogs perceive the tumult near^ 
Forfake the waters, thick'ning form a ring. 
And a(k, and hearken, whence the noifes fprlng* 
When near the croud, difclos'd to public view, 
The valiant chief EmbaGchytros drew : 
The facred herald's fcepter grac'd his hand. 
And thus his words exprefl his king's commands 
G 
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Ye Frogs ! the Mice, with vengeance fir'd, advance. 
And decked in armour fhake the fhining lance : 
Their hapiefs Prince by Phyfignathus (lain. 
Extends incumbent on the watry plain. 
Then arm your hod, the doubtful battle try ; 
Lead forth thofe Frogs that have the foul to die. 

The chief retires, the crowd the challenge hear^ 
And proudly-fwelling yet pcrplex'd appear : 
Much they relent, yet much their Monarch blame. 
Who rifing, fpoke to clear his tainted fame. 

O friends, I never forced the Moufe to death, 
Kor faw the gafpings of his latefl breath. 
He, vain of.youth, our art of fwimming try'd. 
And ventVous, in the lake the wanton dy'd. 
To vengeance now by falfe appearance led. 
They point their anger at my guililefs head. 
But wage the rifing war by deep device,' 
And turn, its fury on the crafty Mice^ 
Your King dire<fts the way ; my thoughts elate 
With hopes of conqueft, form defigns of fate. 
Where high the banks their verdant furface heave. 
And the fteep fides confine the deeping wave. 
There, near the margin, ckd in armour bright, 
Suftain the firft impetuQus fhocks of fight : 
Then, where the dancing feather joins the crcd. 
Let each brave Frog his obvious Moufe arreft ; 
Each ftrongly grafping, headlong plunge a foe, 
'Till co«ntlef8 circles whirl th% lake below; 
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pown fink the Mice in yielding waters drown *d ; 
Loud flafh the waters ; and the (hores refound : 
The Frogs triumphant tread the conquer'd plain. 
And raife their glorious trophies of the flain. 

He fpoke no more : his prudent fcheme imparts 
Redoubling ardour to the boldeft hearts. 
Green was the fuit his arming heroes chofe. 
Around their legs the greaves of mallows clofe. 
Green were the beets about their (houlders laid. 
And green the colewort, which the target made. 
Form'd of the vary'd (hells the waters yield. 
Their glofly helmets glift'ned o'er the field : 
And tap'ring fea- reeds for .the polifli'd fpear. 
With upright order pierc'd the ambient air. 
Thus drefs'd for war, they take th' appointed height. 
Poize the long arms, and urge the promis*d fight. 

But now, where Jove's irradiate fpires arife. 
With ftars furrounded in aetherial fkies, 
(A folemn council call'd) the brazen gates 
Unbar; the Gods affume their golden feats : 
The fire fuperior leans, and points to (how 
What wondrous combats mortals wage below s 
How ftrong, how large, the num'rous heroes ftride ! 
What length of lance they (hake with warlike pride! 
What eager fire, their rapid march reveals ! 
So the fierce Centaurs ravag'd o'er the dales ; 
And fo confirm 'd, the daring Titans rofe, 
Heap'd hills on hills, and bid the Gods be foes. ' 

G 2 
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This feen, the pow'r bis faqred vifagc rears. 
He cafts a pitying fmiJe on worldly cares. 
And afks what hcav'nly guardians take the lift. 
Or who the Mice, or who the Frogs aiEft ? 

Then thus to PalJas. If my daughter's mind 
Have join'd the Mice, why ft ays {he ftill behind ? 
Drawn forth by favVy fteams they wind their way. 
And fure attendance round thine altar pay, 
"^here while the vidims gratify their tafte, 
They fport to pleafe the Goddefs of the feaft. 

Thus fpake the ruler of the fpacipus fkies f 
But thus, refolv*d, the blue-ey'd maid replies. 
In vain, my Father ! all their dangers plead. 
To fuch, thy Pallas never grants her aid. 
My flow'ry wreaths they petulantly fpoil. 
And rob my chryftal lamps of feeding oil. 
(ills following ills !) but what aiBi^s me more. 
My veil, that idle race profanely tore. 
The web was curious, wrought with art divine; 
Relentlefs wretches ! all the work was mine ! 
Along the loom the purple warp I fpread, 
Caft the light (hoot, and croft the filver thread ; 
In this their teeth a thoufand breaches tear. 
The thoufand breaches fkilful hands repair. 
For which vile earthly duons thy daughter gnevc# 
(The Gods, that ufe no coin, have none to givc^ 
And learning's Goddefs never lefs can owe, 
Megledted learoing gains no wealth below.) 
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Kor let the Frogs to win my fuccour fue, 

Thofe dam'rous fools have loft my favour too. 

For late, when all the conflid ceaft at night, 

"When my ftretch'd fincws worked with eager fight; 

When fpent with glorious toil, I left the field. 

And funk with flumbef on my fwelling fhield ; 

Lo from the deep, repelling fwee| repofe, 

Wid) noify croakings half the nauon rofe : 

Devoid of reft, with aking brows I lay, 

^ill cocks proclaimed the crimfon dawn of day. 

Let all, like me, from either hoft forbear. 

Nor tempt the flying furies of the fpear ; 

Left heav'nly blood (or what for blood may flow) 

Adorn the conqueft of a meaner foe. 

Some daring Moufe may meet the wondVous odds. 

The' Gods oppofe, aud brave the wounded Gods. 

0*er gilded clouds redin'd, the danger view. 

And be the wars of mortals fcenes for yon. 

So mov*d the blue- ey 'd Queen ; her words perfuade. 
Great Jove aifented, and the reft obey'd. 
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BOOK III. 



NO W front to front the marching armies fhine. 
Halt ere they meet, and form the lengthening Ime : 
The chiefs confpicuous fcen and heard afar, 
Giye the loud fignal to the rufhing war ; 
Their dreadful trumpets deep-mouth*d hornets found, 
The founded charge remurmurs o'er the ground, 
Ev n Jove proclaims a field of horror nigh. 
And rolls low thunder thro' the troubled fky. 

Firft to the fight the large Hypfiboas flew. 
And brave Lychenor with a javelin flew. 
The lucklefs warrior filPd with gen'rous flame. 
Stood forcmoft glitt'ring in the poft of fame ; 
When in his liver ftruck, tKe ja/lin hung; 
The Moufe fell thund'ring, and the target rung ; 
Prone to the ground he finks his clofing eye. 
And foir<i in duft his lovely treflfes lie. 

A fpear at Pelion Troglodytes caft. 
The miffive fpear within the bofom pad ; 
Death's fable ftiades the fainting Frog furround. 
And life's red tide runs ebbing from the wound, 
Embafichytros felt Seudaeus' dart 
Transfix, and quiver in his panting heart ; 
But great Artophagus aveng'd the flain. 
And big Seudaeus tumbling loads the plain. 
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And Polyphonus dies, a Frog renown'4 
For boaftful fpcjjch and turbulence of found ; 
Deep thro' the belly pierc'd, fupine he lay. 
And breathed his foul againd the face of day. 

The ftrong Lymnocharis, who view'd with irci 
A vi^or triumph, and a friend expire ; 
And fiercely flung where Troglodytes fought ; 
With heaving arms a rocky fragment caught, 
(a warrior yers'd in arts, of fure retreat. 
But arts m vain elude impending fate ;) 
Full on his (inewy neck the fragment fell. 
And o'er his eye-lids clouds eternal dwell. 
Lychenor (fecond of the glorious name) 
Striding ad? anc'd, and took no wandVing aim ; 
Thro' all the Frog the fhining jav'lin flies. 

And near the vanquiih'd Moufe the vi(5lor dies. 
The dreadful ftroke Grambophagus affrights. 

Long bred to banquets, lefs inur'd to fights, 

Heedlefs he runs, and flumblcs o'er the deep. 

And wildly flound'ring flafhes up the deep ; 

Lychenor following with a downward blow. 

Reach 'd in the lake his unrecovcr'd foe ; 

Gafping he rolls, a purple ftream of blood 

Diftains the furface of the fiWer flood ; 

Thro' the wide wound the rufhing entrails throrg. 

And flow the breathlefs carcafs floats along. 
Lymnifius good Tyroglyphus aflfails. 

Prince of the Mice that haunt the flow'ry vales. 
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Loft to the milky fares and rural feat, 
He came to perifti on the bank of fete. 

The dread Ptemoglyphus demands the fight, 
Which tender Galaminthius ftiun^ by flight. 
Drops the green target, fpringing quits the foe- 
Glides thro' the lake, and fafely dive» below. 
But dire Pternophagus divides his way 
Thro' breaking r&nks, and leads the dreadful day^ 
No nibbling prince exccll'd in fiercenefs njore. 
His parents fed him on the favage boar ; 
But where his lance the field with blood imbru^d^ 
Swift as he mov'd, Hydrocharis purfu'd, 
'Till fairn in death he lies, a (batt'ring ftone 
Sounds on the neck, and crufhes all the bone. 
His blood poUutcs the rerduroof the ^ain. 
And from his noftrils burfts the gufhing brain. 

Lychopinax with Borbocactes* fights, 
A blamelefs Frog, whom humbler life delights ; 
The fatal jav'lin unrelenting flies. 
And darknefs feals the gentle croaker's eyeS. 

IncensM Prafibphagus with fpritely bound. 
Bears Cniflbdioiaes off the rifing ground, 
Then drags him o*er the lake deprived of breath, 
^And downward plunging, finks his foul to death. 
But now the great Pfycarpax fhines afar, 
(Scarce he fo great whofe lofs provok'd the war) 
Swift to revenge his fatal jav'lin fled. 
And thro' the liver (truck Pelafius dead; 
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His freckled corps before the vkflor fell, 
His foul indignant fought the fhades of hell. 

Thus faw Pelobates, and from the flood 
Heav'd with both hands a monftrous maft of roud» 
The cloud obfcene o'er all the hero flies, 
Dllhonours his brown face, and blots his eyes. 
Enrag'd, and wildly fputt'ring, frona the (hort 
A ftone immenfe of fize the warrior bore, 
A load for laboring earth, (whofe bulk to raife, 
Aflcs ten degenerate Mice of modern days.) 
Full on the kg arrrires the crufliing wound ; 
The Frog fupportlefs, writhes upon the ground. 

Thus flufh'd, the viftor wars with raatchlefs force,' 
'Till loud Craugafides arrefts hit courfe, 
Hoarfe-croaking threats precede ! with fatal fpeed 
Deep thro* the belly run the pointed reed^ 
Then (trongly tugg*d, returned imbru'd with gore, 
And on the pile his reeking entrails bore. 

The lame Sitophagus, opprefs'd with pain, 
Creeps from the defp'ratc dangers of the plain ; 
And where the ditches riflng weeds fupply 
To fpread their lowly fhades beneath theflcy. 
There lurks the Glent Moufe relier'd from heat,; 
And fafe embour'd, avoids the chance of fate, ' 

But here Troxartes, Pbyfignathus there, 
"Whirl the dire furies of the pointed fpear : 
But where the foot around its ankle plies, 
TroMrtet wounds, tod PhyGgnathus fiie»* 
H 
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Halts to the pool, a fafe retreat to find, 
And trails a dangling length of leg behind. 
The Moufe ftill urges, ftill the Frog retires^ 
And half in anguifh of the flight expires : 

Then pious ardor young Preffaeus brings. 
Betwixt the fortunes of contending kings : 
Lank, harmlefs Frog I with forces hardly growo^ 
He darts the reed in combats not his own. 
Which faintly tinkling on Trpxartcs' fhield. 
Hangs at the point, and drops upon the field. 

Now nobly tow'ring o*er the reft appears 
A gallaitt prince that far tranfcends his years. 
Pride of his fire, and glory of his houfe. 
And more a Mars in combat than a Moufe z 
His a£Hon bold, robuft his ample frame. 
And Meridarpax his refounding name. 
The warrior fingled from the fighting croud,* 
BoaQs the dire honours of his arms aloud ; 
Then ftrutting near the lake, with looks elate. 
To all its^nations threats approaching fate. 
And fuch his ftrength, the Clver lakes around 
Might roll their waters o*er unpeopled ground. 
But powerful Jove» who (hews no lefs his gracC' 
To Frogs that perifh, than to human race. 
Felt foft compaifion rifing in his foul. 
And fhook his facred head, that (hook the pole* 
Then thus to all the gazing powVs began 
The fire of GGds, and Frpgs, and Mice, and MaA» 
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What feas of blood I view ! what worlds of flaln ! 
An Iliad rifing from a day's campaign 1 
How fierce his jav'lin o*er the trembling lakes 
The black- furr*d hero Mcridarpax fhakes ! 
Unlefs fome favVing deity defcend, 
Soon will the Frogs loquacious empire end. 
Let dreadful Pallas wing'd with pity fly. 
And make her Aegis blaze before his eye : 
While Mars refulgent on his rattling car, 
Arrefts his raging rival of the war. 

He ceas'd reclining with attentive head. 
When thus the glorious God of combats faid. 
Nor Pallas, Jove ! tho' Pallas take the field. 
With all the terrors of her hifiing fhield. 
Nor Mars himfelf, thp* Mars in armour bright 
Afcend his car, and wheel amidd the fight ; 
Not thefe can drive the defpVate Moufe afar. 
Or change the fortunes of the bleeding war. 
het all go forth, all heav*n in arms-arife. 
Or launch thy own red thunder from the fkies. 
Such ardent bolts as flew that wondVous day, 
WJien heaps of Titans mix'd with mountains lay. 
When all the giant-race enormous fell. 
And huge Enceladus was hurl'd to hell. 

'Twas thus th' Armipotent advis'd the Gods, 
When from his throne the cloud-compeller nods^ 
Deep lengthning thunders run from pole to pole* 
Olympic trembles as the thunders roll* 
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Then fwift he whirls the brandiih*d bolt awuind. 
And headlong darts it at the diftant ground ; 
The bolt difcharg'd inwrap'd with lightning flies. 
And rends its flaming paflage thro' the fkies. 
Then Earth's inhabitants, the nibbiers, (hake : 
And Frogs, the dwellers in the waters, qnake. 
Yet ftill the Mice advance their dread dcfign. 
And the laft danger threats the croakiRgiine, 
'Till Jove, that inly roourn*d the lofs they bore, 
With ftrange afliftants dWd the frighted ftiore. 

Pour*d from the ndghb'ring ftrand,deform*d to ?icw. 
They march, a fudden unexpeded cricw I 5 
Strong futes of armour round their bodies clofe, 
Which, like thick anvils, blunt the force of blows ; 
In wheeling marches turn'd oblique tbey go ; 
With harpy daws their limbs divide below ; 
Fell fheers the paflage to their mouth commjmd ; 
From out the flcfli their bones by nature ftand ; 
Broad fpread their backs, their fhining (boulders rlftf 
Unnumber'd joints diftort their Icngthen'd thighs j 
With nervous cords their hands are firmly braced ; 
Thejr round black eye- balls in their bofom plac'd $ 
On eight long feet the wondVous warriors tread; 
And either end alike fupplies a head. 
Thefe, mortal wits to call the Crabs, agree ; 
The Gods have other names for things than we. 

Now where the jointures from their loins depend. 
The heroes tails witli fev^irog gta^s they rend. 
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Here, fhort of feet, depriv'd the pow'r to fly, 
Theit, without hands, upon the field they lie, 
>'Wrench*d from their holds, and fcatter'd all around| 
The bending lances heap the cumbered ground, 
Helplefs amazinent, fear purfuing fear, 
And mad confufion thro* their hofl appear: 
O'er the wild wafle with headlong flight they go. 
Or creep conceaPd in vaulted holes below. 
But down Olympus to the weftern feas 
Far-fhooting Phoebus drove with fainter rays ; 
And a whole war (fo Jove ordain 'd) begun, 
W^as fought, and cea^*(i| in one reYoiving fqn. 
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T O 



Mr. pop E. 



To praife, yet ftill with due refpea to prsuf?, 
A Bard triumphant in immortal bays. 
The leam'd to (how, the fenfible commend. 
Yet ftill preferve the province of the friend. 
What life, what vigour, muft the lines require ? 
What mufic tune them ? what affedlion fire ? 

O might thy genius in my bofom fhine ! 
Thou ihould'il not fail of numbers worthy thine. 
The brighteft ancients might at once agree 
To fing within my lays, and fing of thee. 

Horace himfclf wou'd own thou doft excell 
In candid arts to play the critic well. 

Ovid himfelf might wifh to'fing the dame 
Whom Windfor Foreft fees a gliding ftream, 
On filver feet, with annual oiier crown'd. 
She runs for ever thro* poetic ground • 

How flame the glories of Belinda's h^r, 
Made by the Mufc the envy of the fair j 
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Lefs (hone the trcflcs Egypt's princefs wore. 

Which fwect GalUmachus To fung before. 

Here courtly trifles fet the world at odds. 

Belles war with Beaux, and Whims defcend for Gods. 

The new machiues in names of ridicule. 

Mock the grave phrenzy of the Chymic fool : 

But know, ye fair, a point concealed with art. 

The Sylphs and Gnomes, are but a woman*s heart : 

The Graces (land in fight ; a Satyr train 

Peep o'er their heads, and laugh behind the fcene. 

In Fame's fair Temple, o'er the boldeft wits 
Infhrin'd on high the facred Virgil fits. 
And fits in meafures, fuch as Virgil's mufe 
To place thee near him might be fond to chufe. 
How might he tune th* alternate reed with thee. 
Perhaps a Strephon thou, a Daphnis he. 
While fome old Damon o'er the vulgar wife 
Thinks he deferves, and thou deferv'ft the prize. 
Rapt with the thought my Fancy fecks the plains, 
And turns me (hcpherd while I hear the ftrains. 
Indulgent nurfe of evr'y tender gale. 
Parent of flowrets, old Arcadia hail ! 
Here in the cool^ my limbs at cafe I fpread. 
Here let thy poplars whifper o'er my head, 
^till Aide thy waters foft among the trees. 
Thy afpins quiver in a breathing breeze. 
Smile air thy Tallies in eternal Spring, 
Se hufh'di ye winds ! while Pope and Virgil fing. 
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In Englifh lays, and all fuUimely great, 
'^'hy Homer warms with all hi* antient heat. 
He fhines in council, thunders in the fight, 
And flames with ev'ry fenfe of great delight. 
Long has that poet reign'd, and Jong unknown^ 
Like monarchs fparkling on a diftant throne; 
In all the majefty of Greek retir'd, 
Himfelf unknown, his mighty name admir'd, 
His langauage failing, wrap'd him round with irigh^ 
Thine raiPd by thee, recals the work to light. 
So wealthy mines, that ages long before 
Fed the large realms around with golden oar. 
When choak'd by finking banks, no more appcaS** 
And (hepherds only fay, the mines were here : 
Should foiac rich youth (if natnre warm his he^. 
And all his projedls ftand infbrm'd with art) 
Here clear the caves, there ope the leadi^ t^ki; 
The mtnet dete^ed flame M^th gold agalfli 
How vaft, how copious^^ are thy new dtfigflS'l 
How er'ry mufic varies in thy lines ! 
Still as I read, I feel ray bofom beat. 
And rife in raptures by another's heat. 
Thus in the wood» wlien Sommer dfefs'd the day^. 
When Windfor lent us toneful hours of eafe. 
Our ears the Lark, the Thrufll, the Turtle Wift, 

nd Philomela fweeteft o'er the reft : 
The (hades refound wirfir.fJmg— ^O feftly treid t 
AVhilea whole kdi^ warbk» r^Ad my he4d. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SEVtRAt OCfcAsiOI^S. 6^ 

This to my friend and when a friend infpires 

My CJent harp its mafter's hanil requires, 
Shakes off the duft, and makes thefe rocks refound, 
For fortune plac'd me in unfertile ground ; 
Far from the joys that with my foul agree, 

From wit, from learning, far, oh far from thee ! 

Here mofs-grown trees ekpand the fmalleft leaf. 
Here half an acre's com is half a fheif. 
Here hills with naked heads the tempeft meet. 
Rocks at their fide, and torrents at their feet. 
Or Jazy lakes unconfcious of a flood, 
Whofe dull brown Naiads ever fleep in mud. 

Yet here content can dwell, and learned eafe, 
A fnend delight me, and an author pleafe, 
Ev*n here I dng^ while Pope fupplies the themti 
Show my owa loYt^ tho* not iiii:ciafe his fatoe. 
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PART OF THE FIRST CANTO 

OF THE 

RAPE OF THE LOCK. 

WITH A 

TRANSLATION 

IN 

LEONINE VERSE, 

AFTIR THE MANNSk OF THE ANCIENT MONKS. 

And now unveil'd, the Toilet ftands difplay'dj 
-*- ^ Each filver vafe in myftic order laid. 
Firfl, rob'd in white, the nymph intent adores, 
With head uncover'd the Cofmetic pow'rs. 
A hear'nly image in the glafi appears, 
To that (he bends, to that her eyes (he rears : 

"p T nunc diledlum fpcculura, pro mote rete£lum, 
"*-^ Emicat in mensa, quae fplendet pyxide densit 
Turn primum lympha, fe purgat Candida Nympha ; 
Jamque fine menda, coeleftis imago videnda, 
Nuda caput, bellos retinet, regit, implet, ocelJos. 
Hac ftupct explorans, feu cuitus numen adomos t 
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Th* inferior prieftcfs, at her altar's fide. 
Trembling, begins thefacred rites of pride. 
Unnumbered treafures ope at once, and here 
The various ofTrings of the world appear ; 
From each (he nicely culls with curious toil. 
And decks the Goddefs with the glitt'ring fpoil. 
This cafket India's glowing gems unlocks. 
And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 
The Tortoife here and Elephant unite. 
Transformed to combs, the fpeckled, and the white. 
Here filet of pins extend their fhining rows, 
Puffi, powders, patches, bibles, billet-doux. 
Now awful beauty puts on all its arms. 
The fair each moment rifes in her charms. 

Inferior claram Pythoni^a apparet ad aram, 
Pertque dbi caute, dicatque Superbia ! laute. 
Dona venufta ; oris, quae cun^s, plena laboris, 
Excerpta explorat, dominamque deamque decorat. 
Pyxide devota, fe pandit hie India tota, 
£t tota ex ilia tranfpirat Arabia cifta ; 
Tedudo hie fledtit, dum fe mea Lesbia pedit ; 
Atque elephas lente, te peAit Lesbia dente ; 
Hunc maculis n6ris, nivei jacet ille coloris. 
Hie jacet et munde, mundus muliebris abunde ; 
Spinula refplendens aeris longo ordine pendens, 
Pulvis fuavis odore, et epiflola fuavis amore. 
Induit arma ergo, Veneris pulcherrima virgo ; 
Pulcherior in praefens tempus de tempore crefcens ; 
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Repairs her fnules, ^wakens ev'ry gr4fcce» 
And calls forth all ^be >ypnders of ^ler fiicc ; 
Sees by degrees a purer blufti arife. 
And keener H^htnipgs quicken in her eyes. 
The bufy Sylphs furround their darling care; 
Thefe fet the hea4, and thofe divide the hair. 
Some fold the fleeve, while others plait the gQWO, 
And Betty's prais'dfor labouis not her owo. 



Japi reparat rifus, jam fiifgit ^atia viius. 
Jam promit cultu^ mirac'hi latentia vultu, 
Pigmina jam mifcet, qgo plus fua Purpura glifcet, 
£t geminans bellis fplepdet m^e fulgpf ocdb's^ 
Stant Lemures muti, Nymphae intentique ialuti. 
Hie figit Zopam, C9|>iti locat ille coroaain, 
Haec manicis forpiain, plicis dat et altera oormam; 
£t tibi vel Betty, tibi vel nitidifHma Let^ ! 
Gloria fadlprum t^mcf e cooceditur hofnua* 
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HEALTH^ 

AN ECLOGUE. 

NOW early (hepherds o'er the meadow pafs. 
And print longfoot-ftep$ lathe gUtt'dag graft; 
The cows negleftfiil of their pafture ftand, 
3y turo$ obfequious to the milker's hand. 

When Damon foftly trod the (haveo UwOj 
Damon, a youth from city cares withdrawn ; 
I^ng was the pleafant walk he wander'd thra% 
A covered arbour do^'d the diftant view ; 
There refts the y^th, and while the featbcr'd tbroi^ 
Raife their wUd mudc, thus contrives a fopg. 

Here wafted o'er by mild Etefian air. 
Thou country Goddeff, beawtepHS Health f te^t; 
Here let my breaft thro' guiv'ring trees inhale 
Thy rofy bleiHngs with the mornioig gale. 
What are the fields, or flow'rs^ or all! (ee ? 
Ah ! taftelcfs all, if not cnjoy'd with thee 

Joy to my foul ! I feel the Goddeft mgb» 
The face of nature cheers a; well as I ; 
O er the fiat green refrefhing breezes nui» 
The fmiling dazies blow beneath the fon^ 
The brooks run purling dowii with Gher wawett 
The planted lamei rejoice with dancbig kavei. 
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The chirping birds from all the compafs rove 
To tempt the tuneful ec^ioes of the grove : 
High funny fummits, deeply (haded dales. 
Thick mofly banks, and iiQwVy wipding vale§> 
"With various profpeft gratify the fight. 
And fcatter fix'd attention in delight. 

Come, country Goddefs, come ; nor tkoa fufiicey 
But bring thy mountain- fifter, Exercife. 
Caird by thy lively voice, fhe turns her pace. 
Her winding horn proclaims the finifh'd chace ; 
She mounts the rocks, fhe fkims the level plain. 
Dogs, hawks, and horfes, crowd her early traia; 
Her hardy face repels the tanning wind. 
And lines and mefhes loofely float behind. 
All thefe as means of toil the feeble fee, 
But thefe are helps to pleafure join*d with thee. 

Let floth lye foftning *till high noon in down» 
Or lolling fan her in the fult'ry town, 
Unnerv'd with refl ; and turn her own difeafe. 
Or fofter others in luxurious eafe : 
I mount the courfer, call the deep-mouth'd houods> 
The fox unkeneird flies to covert grounds ; 
1 lead where flags thro' tangled thickets tread. 
And fliake the faplings with their branching head ; 
I make the faulcons wing their airy way. 
And foar to feize, or ftooping ftrike their prey ; 
To fnare the fl(h I fix the luring bait; 
To wouQd the fowl I load the gun with fate. 
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'Tis thus thro' change of cxercife I range, 
And ftrcngth and pleafure rife from cv'ry change. 
Here beauteous Health for all the year remain^ 
When the next comes, 1*11 charm thee thus again. 
Oh cdme, thou Goddefs of my rural fong, 
And bring thy daughter, calm Content along. 
Dame of the ruddy cheek and laughing eye. 
From whofe bright prefence clouds of forrow fly : 
For her I mow my walks, I plait my bow'rs. 
Clip my low hedges, and fupport my flow'rs ; 
To welcome her, this fummer feat I dreft. 
And here I court her when fhe comes to reft ; 
When (he from exercife to learned eafe 
Shall change again, and teach the change to pleafe. 

Now friends converfing my foft hours refine. 
And Tully's Tufculum revives in mine : 
Now to grave books I bid the mind retreat. 
And fuch as make me rather good than great. 
Or o'er the works of eafy fancy rove, 
Where flutes and innocence amufe the grove ; 
The native bard that on Sicilian plains 
Firft fung the lowly manners of the fwains ; 
Or Maro's mufe that in the faireft light 
Paints rural profpe(5ls and the charms of fight: 
Thefe foft amufements bring content along, 
And fancy, void of forrow, turns to fong. 

Here beauteous health for all the year remais» 
When the next comeS| TU chann thee thus agus. 
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THE 

FLIES; 
AN ECLOGUE. 

WH E N in the river cows for coolnefs ftand. 
And (heep for breeies feek the lofcy land^ 
A youth, whom Aefop taaght that ev'ry tree. 
Each bird and infedt fpoke as well as he ; 
W^k'd calmly mufing in a (haded way. 
Where flowering hawthorn broke the funny ray. 
And thus inftruds his moral pen to draw 
A fcene that obvious in the field he faw. 

Near a low ditch, where fhallow waters meet. 
Which never learnt to glide with liquid feet, 
Whofe Naiads never prattle as they play. 
But fcreen'd with hedges flumber out the day. 
There ftands a flertder fern's afpiring (hade, 
Who(e anfw'ring branches regularly lay'd 
Put forth their anfw'ring boughs, and protfcSy rife 
Three ftories upward, in the nether (kies. 

For (helter here, to (hun the noon-diy heat. 
An airy nation of the Flics retreat; 
Some in foft iii- their (liken pinions ply. 
And fome frM boo^gh to bou^ d^ghtcd 6f,' 
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Some rife, aod circliog light to perch again ; 
A pleafing murmur hums along the plain. 

So, when a ilage invites to pageant (hows, 

(if great and fmall are like) appear the Beau^ j 

In boxes fome with fpruce pretenfion fit. 

Some change fron? feat to feat within the pit, ^ 

Some roam the fcenes, or turning ceafe to roam : 

Perluding mufic fills the lofty dome. 
"When thus a fly (if what a fly can fay 

Deferves attention) rais'd the rural lay. 

Where late Amintor made a nymph a bride. 

Joyful I flew by young Pavonia's fide. 

Who, mindlefs of the feafting, went to fip 

The balmy pleafure of the fhephcrd's I jp. 
1 faw the wanton, where I ftoop'd to fup. 
And half r^folv*d to drown me in the cup ; 
*TiIl brufh'd by carelefs hands, (he foar'd abpve : 
Ceafe, beauty, ceafe to vex a tender love. 

Thus ends the youth, the buzzing meadow n^pg. 
And thus the rival of his mufic fimg. 

Wh^n funs by thoufands fhone in orbs of dew, 
I wafted foft with Zephyretta flew ; 
Saw the clean pail, and fought the milky ch^, 
While little Daphne feiz'd my roving dear. 
Wretch that I was ! I might b^ve wam'd tjie fjsxs^f 
Yet fat indulging as the d^i^r came. 
But the kind huntrefs let her £xtt to fpar : 
Ah I g\»id, ye Loy^rs, gu?^rd a nuftrefs mpre. 
K 
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Thus from the fern, whofc high-projeaiDg anm/ 
The flectbg natbh bent with duiky fwarms. 
The Swains their love in eafy mufic breathe. 
When tbngues and ttunolt dun the field beneath. 
Black Ants in teams come darkning all the road. 
Some call to march, and fome to Tift the load ; 
They ftrwn, they labour with inceflant pains, 
Prefs'd by the cumbrous weight of fingle grainy. 
The Flies ftruck filcnt gaze widi wonder down : 
The bufy Burghers reach their earthy town ; 
Where lay the burthens of a whit'ry ftOrc, 
Afid thence unwearied p<irt in fearch of more. 
Yet one grave fage a moment's fpace attendsr. 
And the fmall city's loftieft point afcends^ 
Wipes the fait dew that trickles down his face. 
And Aus harangues them with the graVeft grace. 

Ye fooliih nurfliogs of the Summer air, 
Thefe gende tunes and whining fongs forbear; 
Your treesand whifp'ring breeze, your Grove and Love^ 
Your Cupid's quiver, and his mother's dove : 
Let bards to bnfinefs bend theirvig'rous wing. 
And fing but feldom, if they love to fing : 
Elfe, when the flourets of the feafon fail. 
And thus your fenny fhade forfakes the vafe, 
Tho' one would fave ye, not one grain of wheftt 
Shou'd pay fuch fongfters idling at my gate. 

He ceas'd : the Flics, incorrigibly vam. 
Heard the May'r's Speech, and fell to fing again. 
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AN 

E LEG Y, 

TO AN 

OLD BEAUTY, 

Tn vain, poor nymph, to pleafe our youthful fight 
-*• You fleep in cream and frontlets all the night* 
Your face with patches foil, with paint repair, 
Drefs with gay gowns, ancl (hade with foreign hair. 
If truth in fpight of naanniers muft be told. 
Why really Fifty-five is fonaething old. 

Once you were young ; or one whofe life's fo long 
She might have born my mother, tells me wrong. 
And once (fince Envy's dead before you dye,) 
The women own, you play'd a fpar|ding eye. 
Taught the light foot a mod^h little trip, 
And pouted with the prettieft purple lip- 
To fome new chancer are the rofes fled. 
Which blew, to damaflf all thy cheek with red ; 
Youth cjls the Graces there to fix their reign, 
And Airs by thoufands fill their ej^y train. 
So parting Summer bids her flow'ry prime 
Attend the fun tQ drefs fome fbreign clime^ 
K 2 
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While with'ring feafons in fucceffioo, here,- 
Strip the gay gardens, and deform the year. 

But thou (fince Nature bids) the world refign, 
'Tis now thy daugfitcr's daughter's time to fhine. 
With more addrefs, (or fuch as pleafes more) 
She runs her female exercifes o*er, 
Unfurls or clofcs, raps or turns the fan, 
And fmiles, or blufhes at the creature Man, 
With quicker life, as gilded coaches pafs. 
In fideling courtefy (he drops the glafsi 
WMi better ffrength, on vifit-days, (he bears 
To mbimt h^r fifty flights of ample ftairs. 
Her mein, her fhape, her temper, eyes and tongue 

Are fufe to conquer, for the rogue is young; 

And all that's madly wffd, or oddly gay. 

We call it only jirdtty Fanny's w^, 

^t tirtie, xhit makes you homely, make you fage ; 

The li)here of wifdom is the fphere of age. 

'Tis true, v/htn beauty dawns with early fire. 

And hears the flatt'ring tongues of foft defire, 

\£ not from f Irtde, from its graveft ways 

The foul with pleafitrg avocation ftrays. 

But beauty ^ue, 'tis e'afier to be wife ; 

As haf^ts better, by'tlie'lofs of eyes. 

Hetiwforth Retire, reduce ybur roving airs. 
Haunt lefs the plays, and more the public pray'rs, 
Rcjcdt the M^chfin head, and gold brocade, 
^ Go pray, ia fober Norwich crape array 'd. 
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Thy pendent diamonds let thy Fanny take, 
(Their trembling luftre fhows how much you (hake ;) 
Or bid her wear thy necklace row'd with pearl. 
You'll find your Fanny an obedient girl. 
So for the reft, with Icfs incumbrance hung, 
You walk thro' life, unmingled with the young j 
And view the Shade and Subflance as you pafs 
"With joint endeavour trifling at the glafs, 
Qr Folly dreft, and rambllng:all her days. 
To meet her counterpart, and grow by praife : 
Yet ftill fedate yourfelf, and gravely plain. 
You neither fret, nor envy at the vain. 

'Twas thus (if man with woman we compare) 
The wife Athenian croft a glittering fair, 
Unmoy'd by tongues and fights, he walk'd the place. 
Thro' tape, toys, tinfcl, gimp, perfume, and lace j 
Then bends from Mars's hill his awful eyes, 
And What a world 1 never want ? he cries ; 
But cries unheard : for Folly will be free. 
So parts the buzzing gaudy crowd, and he : 
As carelefs he for them, ai they for him ; 
He wrapt in Wifdom, and they whirl'd by Whim. 
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COME hither, boy, we'll hunt to-day 
The Book- Worm, ravening bcaft of prey^^ 
Froduc'd by parent Earth, at odds 
(As fame reports it) with the Gods, 
Htm frantic hunger wildly drives 
Againft a thoufand authors lives : 
Thro' all the fields of wit he flies ; 
Dre^dM his head with duft'ring eye^» 
With horns without, and tuiks within. 
And fcales to ferve him for a fkin. 
Pbferve him' nearly, left he climb 
To wound the bards of antient timej. 
Or down the vale of fancy go 
To tear fome modem wretch belo^ : 
On ev'ry comer fix thine eye, 
Qr ten to one he flips thee by. 

See where his teeth a paiTage ea^ : 
We'll roufe him from the deep retreau 
But who the (belter's forc'd to give ? 
'Tis facred Virgil, as I live ! 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 79 

From leaf to leaf, from fong to fong^ 
He draws the tadpole form along. 
He mounts the gilded edge before^ 
He's up, he feuds the cover o'er^ 
He turns, he doubles, there he paft» 
And here we have him, caught at laft. 

Infatiate Brute, whofe teeth abufe 
The fweeteft fervants of the Mufe, 
(Nay never offer to deny, 
I took thee in the fa<a to fly.) 
His rofcs nipt in ev'ry page. 
My poor Anacreon mourns thy rage^ 
By thee my Ovid wounded lies ; 
By thee my Leflna's Sparrow dies : 
Thy rabid teeth have half deftroy'd 
The work of love in Biddy Floyd, 
They rent Belinda's locks away. 
And fpoiPd the Blouzelind of Gay# 
For all, for ev'ry fingle deed, 
Relendefs Juflice bids thee bleed. 
Then fall a Victim to the Nine, 
Myfelf the Prieft, my delk the Shrine. 

Bring Homer, Virgil, Taflb near. 
To pile a facred altar here ; 
Hold, boy, thy hand out-runs thy wit, 
You reach'd the play's that D — s writ j 
You reach'd me Ph-— s ruftic ftrain ; 
Pray take your mortal bards again. 
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Come bind the vidlim, — there he lies. 
And here between his num'rous ?yes 
This venerable duft I lay. 
From manufcripts juft fwept away. 
The goblet in my hand I take, 
(For the libation's yet to make) 
A health to poets ! all their days 
May they have bread, as well as praife } 
Senfe may they feek, and lefs engage 
In papers fiU'd with party-rage. 
But if their riches fpoil their veitt^ 
Ye Mufes, make them poor again. 

Now bring the weapon, yonder blade^ 
With which my tuneful pens are made. 
I (Irike the fcales that arm thee rounds 
And twice and thrice I print the wound $ 
The facred altar floats with red^ 
And now he dies, and now he's dead. 

How like the fon of Jove I ftand. 
This Hydra ftretch'd beneath my hand I 
Lay bare the monfter's entrails here. 
To fee what dangers threat the year : 
Ye Gods ! what fpnncts.on a wench? 
What lean translations out of Frendi? 
'Tis plain, this lobe is fo un&und, 
S — prints, before the; months gio round. 

But hold, before I clofe the f€«ac, 
The facred altar fhau'd bexlean. 
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. Oh had I Sh — IPs fecond bays, 
Or T — ! thy part and humble lays ! 
(Ye pair, forgive me, when I tow 
I never mifs'd your works till now) 
I'd tear the leaves to wipe the fhrine, 
(That only way you pleafe the Nine) 
But fince I chance to want thefe two, 
I'll make the fongs of D — y do, 

Rent from the corps, on yonder pin, 
I hang the fcales that brac'd it in ; 
I hang my fludious morning gown. 
And write my OMrn Infcription down. 

* This Trophy from the Python won, 

* This robe, in which the deed was done, 

* Thefe, Pamellj glorying in the feat, 

* Hung on thefe fhelves, the Mufes feat, 
' Here Ignorance and Hunger found 

* Large reahns of wit to ravage round; 

* Here Ignorance and Hunger fell ; 

* Two foes iif one I fent to hell. 

* Ye Poets, who my labours fee, 

' Come fhare the triumph all with me ! 

* Ye critics ! bom to vex the Mufe, 

* Go mourn the grand Ally you lofe. 



^ 
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A Thoughtful being, long and fpare. 
Our raqe of mortals call him care : 
(Were Homer living, well he knew 
What name the Gods have call'd him too) 
With fine mechanic genius wrought, 
And lov'd to work, tho' not one bought. 

This being, by a model bred 
In Jove's eternal fable head, 
Contriv'd a fhape impower'd to breathe. 
And be the Worldling here beneath. 

The Man rofe flaring, like a flake ; 
Wond'ring to fee himfelf awake ! 
Then look'd fo wife, before he knew 
The bufinefs he was made to do ; ' 

That pleas'd to fee with what a grace 
He gravely (hew'd his forward face, 
Jove talk'd of breeding him on high. 
An Under- fomething of the iky. 
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but ere he gave the mighty Nod, 
Which ever bimls a Poet's God : 
(For which his curls ambrofial (hake. 
And mother Earth's oblig'd to quake:) 
He faw old mother Earth arife. 
She flood confefs'd before his eyes ; 
But not with what we read (he wore, 
A cafUe for a crown before, 
Kor with long (Ireets and longer roads 
Dangling behind her, like commodes : 
As yet with wreaths alone (he dreft, 
And traii'd a land(kip-painted veft. 
Then tkrice (he rais'd (as Ovid faid) 
And thrice (he bow'd her weighty head. 
Her honours made, great Jove, (he cry'd , 
This Thing was faftiion'd from my (ide ; 
His hands, his heart, his head are mine ; 
Then what haft thou to call him thine ? 

Nay rather a(k, the monarch faid. 
What boots his hand, his heart, his head, 
Were that I gave remov'd away ? 
Thy part's an idle(hape of clay. 
Halves, more than halves ! cry'd honeft Care, 
Your pleas wou'd make your titles fair, 
You claim the body, you the foul. 
But I who join'd them, claim the whole. 

Thus with the Gods debate began, 
On fuch a trivial caufe, as Man. 

La 
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And can celeftial tempers rage ? 
(Quoth Virgil in a latter age.) 

As thus they wrangled. Time qtme by ; 
(There's none that paint him fiich as I, 
For what the fabling Ancients fung 
Makes Saturn old, when Time was young.) 
As yet his Winters had not flied 
Their (Jlver honours on his head ; 
He juft had got his pinions free 
From his old fire Eternity. 
A Serpent girdled round he wore. 
The tail within the mouth before ; 
By which our Almanacks are clear 
That learned Egypt meant the year. 
A ftafF he carry'd, where on high 
A glafs was fix*d to meafure by. 
As amber boxes made a fhow 
For heads of canes an age ago. 
His veft, for day, and night, was py'd ; 
A bending fickle arm*d his fide ; 
And Spring's new months his train adorn ; 
The other feafons were unborn. 

Known by the Gods, as near he draws, 
They make him Umpire of the caufe. 
O'er a low trunk his arm he laid 
(where fince his Hours a Dial made ;) 
Then leaning heard the trice debate, 
And thus pronounc'd the words of fate. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SEVERAL OCGASIOKS. 

Since Body from the parent Earth, 
And Soul from Jove receiv'd a birth. 
Return they where they firft began ; 
Put (ince their Union makes the Man, 
'Till Jove and Earth (hall part thefe two. 
To Care, who join 'd them, Man is due. 

He faid, and fprung with fwift career 
To trace, a circle for the year ; 
Where ever fince the Seafons wheel. 
And tread on one another's heel. 

'Tis well, faid Jove ; and for confent 
Thundering he fhook the firmament. 
Our Umpire Time fliall have his way, ^ 
"With Care I let the creature ftay : 
Let Bufinefs vex him, Av'rice blind. 
Let Doubt and Knowlege rack his mind. 
Let Error ad, Opinion fpeak. 
And Want affli<Sl, and Sicknefs break, 
And Anger burn, Dejedtion chill. 
And Joy diftradl, and Sorrow kill. 
'Till arm'd by Care, and taught to mow, 
Time draws the long deftrudive blow ; 
And wafted Man, whofe quick decay 
(Comes hurrying on before his day. 
Shall only find, by this decree. 
The Soul flics fooner back to me. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



U PO£MSON 



A M 



IMITATION 



OF SOME 

FRENCH VERSES. 

RELENTLESS Time! deft roying power 
Whom (lone and brafs obey, 
"Who giv'ft to ev'ry flying hour 

To work fome new decay; 
Unheard, unheeded, and unfeen. 

Thy fecret faps prevail. 
And ruin Man, a nice machine 

By Nature form*d to fail. 
My change arrives ; the change I meet, 

Before I thought it nigh. 
My Spring, my years of pleafure fleet, 

And all their beauties dye. 
In age I fearch, and only find 

. A poor unfruitful gain, 
Crave Wifdom flalking flow behind, 

Opprefs'd with loads of pain. 
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My Ignorance cou'd once beguile, 

And fancy*d joys infpire ; 
My errors cherifh*d Hope to fmilc 

On newly- bom DeCre, 
But now experience fhews, the blift 

For which I fondJy fought. 
Not worth the long impatient wifh, 

And ardour of the thought. 
My youth met Fortune fair array'd, ^ 

(in all her pomp fhe (hone) 
And might, perhaps, have well eflay'd 

To make her gifts my own : 
But when I faw the bleffing fhow'r 

On fome unworthy mind, 
I left the chace, and own'd the PowV 

Was juftly painted blind. 
I pafs'd the glories which adorn 

The fplendid courts of kings. 
And while the perfons mov'd my fcorn, 

I rofe to fcom the things. 
My manhood felt a vigorous fire. 

By love encreas'd the more; 
But years with coming years confpire 

To break the chains I wore. 
In weaknefs fafe, the Sex I fee 

with idle luftre (hine ; 
For what are all their joys to me. 

Which cannot now be mine ? 
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But hold^— -I feel my Gout decreafe. 

My troubles laid to reft ; 
And truths, which wou'd difturb ray peaces 
\ Are painful truths at beft. 

Vainly the time I hate to roll 

In fad reflection flies ; 
Ye fondling paffions of ray foul I 

Ye fweet deceits ! arife. 
I wifely change the fcene within. 

To things that us'd to pleafc j 
In Pain, Philofophy is Spleen, 

in Health, 'tis only Eaie. 
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A 

NIGHT-PIECE 

O N 

D E A T H. 



f^ Y the blue tapir's tremblipg light, 
-*-^ No more I wafte the wakeful night. 
Intent with endlels view to pore 
The fchoohnen and thefages o'er : 
Their books from Wifdora widely ftray. 
Or point at beft the longeft way, 
I'll feeka readier path, and go 
Where Wifdom's furely taught below. 

How deep yon azure dyes the iky 1 
Where orbs of gold unnumber'd lye> 
While thro' their ranks in filver pride 
The nether creTcent feems to glide. 
The flumb'ring breeze forgets to breathe^ 
The lake b fmooth and clear beneath. 
Where once again the ipangled ihow 
Defoends to meet oar eyes below. 
M 



y 
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The grounds which on the right afpire. 
In dimnefs from the view retire : 
The left prefents a place of grares, 
Whofe wall the filent water laves. 
That ftceple guides thy doubtful fight 
Among the livid gleams of night. 
There pafs with melancholy ftate. 
By all the folemn heaps of fate, 
And think, as foftly-fad you tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
*' Time was, like thee they life poflcft, 
" And time (hall be, diat thou (halt reft. . 

Thofe graves with bending ofier (>oun(f. 
That namelefs heave the crumbled ground. 
Quick to the glancing thought difclofc 
Where Toil and Poverty repofe. 
The flat fmooth ftones that bear a name. 
The chiffers flender help to fame, 
(AVhich ere our fett of friends decay 
Their frequent (feps may wear away ;) 
A middle Race of Mortals own. 
Men, half ambitious, all unknowri. 

The marble tombs that rife on high, 
"Whofe dead in vaulted arches lye, 
Whofe pillars fwell with fculptur'd ftoncs. 
Arms, angels, epitaphs and bones, 
Thefe (all the poor remains of ftate) 
Adorn the Rich, or praife the Great; 
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Who while on earth in fame they Uve» 

Are fenfelefs of the fame they give. 

Ha J while I gaze, pale Cynthia fades. 

The burfting earth unveils the fhades ! 

All flow, and wan, and wrap'd with (hrouds. 

They rife in vifiopary crouds. 

And all with fober accent cry, 

** Think, Mor^^d, what it is to die." 

Now from ypn black and fun'ral yew. 
That bathes the charnel-houfe with dew, 
Methinks I hear a voice begin ; 
(Ye Ravens, ceafe yoqr croaking dip» 
Ye tolling clocks, no ^me refound 
O'er the long lake and midnight ground) 
It fends a peal of hollow groans. 
Thus fpeaking from among the bones. 

When men my fcythe and darts fupply. 
How great a King of fears am I ! 
They view me like the laft of things : 
They make, and then they dread, my (UAgs. 
Fools ! if you lefs provok'dyour fears;, 
No more my fpedtre-form appears. 
Death's but a path that muft be trod. 
If Man wou'd ever pafs to God : 
A port of calms, a (late of eafe 
From the rough rage of fwelling feas. 

Why then thy flowing fable doles. 
Deep pendent cyprefs, mourning poles, 
M 9 
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Loofe fcarfi to hli ath/wart dif we«b. 
Long palls, drawn herfet, OQi^ie?'iifttid% 
And plumes of blade, that ast&ey titaii« 
Nod o*er the fcuteheona of the dMd^ 

Nor can the pairtfld faod^ know. 
Nor wants the foul, thefe foons of vnt t 
As men who long in prifoD>dweli, 
With lamps that glimmer round tlVe ce)ij^ 
When-e'er their fuffering years are ron^ 
Spring forth to greet die glitt'^riixg &a ; 
Such joy, tho' far tranfcending fenfe, 
Have pious fouls at parting hencr. 
On earth, and in the body placed, 
A few, and evil years they wafte : 
But when their chains are caft afid^ 
See the glad fcenetm&Klibg wide. 
Clap the glad wtng^ and t6w'r arway^ 
And mingle with the bla^ of day. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SEVEHAL occasions. 9} 

A 

HYMN 

T O 

CONTENTMENT. 

LOvBLY, laftiJBg peace of mind ! 
Sweet delight of hvmaii^kmd [ 
Heam'ly born, and bred on hig|fry 
To crown the fev'rkc^ of the fty 
With more of happinefs* below. 
Than vidtors in a triutt]^ know i 
Whither, O whidier art tbou Jed, 
To lay thy meek, conteoced head! 
What happy region dbft tftotr pleafe 
To make the feat of calmt and- eafi I 
Ambition fearchei alTit^ f^etie 

Of pomp and ftate, to meet thee thcw, 

£ncreafing Avarice wouM find 

Thy prefence in its g^ cnffirm'cP. 
' The bold adventurer pbng^s Ek way. 

Thro' rocks amidfl the feaming fea. 

To gam thy teve ; and then- perceives* 

fbou wert not in thcMteks a«dtvttire»; 
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The Clent heart with grief aflails. 

Treads foft and lonefome o'er the yales. 

Sees daifies open, rivers ran, 

And feeks (as I have vainly done) 

Amufing thought ; but learns to know 

That folitude's the nurfe of woe. 

No real happinefs is found 

In trailing purple o'er the ground ; 

Or in a foul exalted high 

To range the circuit of the fky, 

Gonverfe with ftars above, and know 

All nature in its forms below ; 

The red it feeks, in feeking dies. 

And doubts at laft for knowledge rife. 

Lovely, lading peace, appear 1 
This world itfelf, if thou art here. 
Is once again with Eden blefs*d. 
And man contains it in his bread. 

'Twas thus, as under (hade I dood, 
I fung my wifhes to the wood. 
And lod in thought, no more perceiv'd 
The branches whifper as they wav'd : 
It feem*d, as all the quiet place 
Confefs'd the prefence of the grace. 
When thus fliefpoke — ^go rale thy will, 
Bid thy wild paflions all be dill. 

Know God and bring thy heart to know* 

The joys which from religion flow : 
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Then ev'ry grace fhall prove its gueft, 
And ril be there to crown the reft. 

Oh ! by yonder mofly feat, 
In my hours of fweet retreat *, 
Might I thus my foul employ. 
With fenfe of gratitude and joy : 
Rais*d as ancient prophets were> 
Inheav'nly viGon, praife, and pray'r • 
PleaOng all men, hurting none, 
PleasM and blefs'd with God alone : 
Then while the gardens take my fight. 
With all the colours of delight • . 
While filver waters glide along. 
To pleafe my ear, and court my fbng : 
1*11 lift my voice, and tune my ftring. 
And Thee, great foUrce of nature, fing. 

The fun that walks his airy way. 
To light the world, and give the day ; 
The moon that fhines with borrow'd light ; 
The ftars that gild the gloomy night ; 
The feas that roll unnumbered waves ; 
The wood that fpreads its fhady leaves ; 
The field whofe ears conceal the grain. 
The yellow treafure of the plain ; 
All of thefe, and all I fee, 
Shou'd be fuog, and fung by me : 
They fpeak their Maker as they can. 
But want and afk the tongue of man. 
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Go fearch aiho^g yoiv idle dreamSi 
Your bufy or your vaiu extre«ms; 
And find a life of equal blifs. 
Or own the next begun in this* 



THE 

H E R ^ M IT. 

FA R in a wild, unknown to juiblic vieWj 
From youth to age a revVeiid Hermit greW| 
The mofs his bed, the cave his humble cell. 
His food the fruits, his drink the chryftal well : 
Remote from man, with God he pafs'd the days, 
PrayV all his bus*nefi, all his pleafure praife, 

A life fo facred, fuch ferene repofe, 
Seem'd heav'n itfelf, 'till one fuggeAion rofe; 
That Vice (hou'd triumph. Virtue Vice obey. 
This fprung fome doubt of Providence's fway : 
His hopes no more a certain profpe^t boaft^ 
And all the tenourof his foul is loft : 
So when a fosooth expanfe receives impreft 
Calm Nature's image on its wat'ry breaft, 
Down bend the banks, the trees depending g|row# 
And fldes beneath with anfw'nng colours glow : 
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But if a ftone the gentle fea divide, 
swift ruffling circles corl on evVy fide. 
And gKmmcririg fragments of a broken Cm^ 
Banks, trees, and flues in thick diforder run* 

To clear this didubt, to know the world by Ci^t^ 
To find if books, or fwailw report it right j 
(For yet by (wains done the world hekfiew, 
Whofe feet came wandering o*er the nightly deW) 
He quits his ceti ; the pilgrim-fiaff be bore. 
And fix*d the fcallop in his hat before; 
Then with the fun a rifing journey went^ 
Sedate to think, and watching e»ch event. 

The morn was wafted in the pathlefs grafi. 
And long and loneibme was the wild to pafs ; 
But when the Southern fun had warm'd the day, 
A youth came poding o'er a crc^ifing way > 
His raymcnt deeent^ his compdexionfaifi 
And foft in grateful ringlets way'd his faaif^ 
Then near approaching. Father, Hail ! he Cry'd J 
And Hail, mf Son^ the reverend fire reply'd ; 
Words followed words, from queftion anfwer Aciw% 
And talk of various kind' deceived the road ; 
'Till eadi wiiJh other pleas'd, add loath to part^ 
While in their age they differ, join in h»rt j 
Thus flands an aged dm b ivy bound. 
Thus youthful ivy dafps an elm around. 

Now funk the iun ; tiiedofiAg hour of dj^ 
Game onward, mantled o^er witli fober gt^ y 
N 
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Nature in filence bid the world repofe t 

'When near the road a ftately palace rofe : 

There by the moon thro\ ranks of trees they pafi^ 

Whofe verdure crown'd their (loping (ides of grafii. 

It chanc'd the noble mafter of the dome 

Still made his houfc the wand 'ring (Granger's home: 

Yet ftill the kindnefs, from a thirll of praife, 

Prov'd the vain floarifh of expenfive ea(€. 

The pair arriv'd : the livVy'd fervants wait; 

Their lord receives them at the pompous gate. 

The table groans with coflly piles of food. 

And all is more than hofpitably good. 

Then led to reft, the day's long toil they drown. 

Deep funk in deep, and filk, and heaps of down* 

At length *tis morn, and at the dawn of day 
Along the wide canals the Zephyrs play ; 
Frefh o'er the gay parterres the bre.ezes creep. 
And fhake the neighboring wood to bani(h (leep. 
Up rife the guefts, obedient to the call : 
An early banquet deck'd the fplendid hall ; 
Ri<;h lufcious wine a golden goblet grac'd, 
Which the kind mafter forc'd the guefts to tafte. 
Then plea^'d and thankful, from the porch they go j 
And, but the landlord, none had caufe to woe; 
His cup was vanifh'd ; for in fecret guife 
The youngfter gueft purloin 'd the gHtt'ring prize* 

As one who fpies a ferpent in his way, 
Gliftning and bsdkitig ia the fummer ray. 
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Diforder'd flops to (hun the danger near, 
Then walks with faintncfs on, and looks with fear: 
So feem'd the fire ; when far upon the road. 
The fhining fpoil his wiley partner (how'd. 
He ftop*d with (ilence, walk'd with trembling heart. 
And much he wifh'd, but durd not afk to part : 
Murmuring he lifts his eyes, and thinks it hard. 
That generous adlions meet a bafe reward. 

While thus they pafs, the fun his glory fhrouds. 
The changing Ikies hang out their fable clouds ; 
A found in air prefag'd approaching rain. 
And beafts to covert feud a-crofs the plain. 
Warn'd by the figns, the wand'ring pair retreat. 
To feek for fhelter at a neighboring feat. 
*Twas built with turrets, on a rifing ground. 
And ftrong, and large, and unimproy*d around ; 
Its owner's temper, timVousand fevere. 
Unkind and griping, caused a defert there. 
As near the mifer's heavy door they drew. 
Fierce rifing gufls with fudden fury blew ; 
The nimble light'ning mix'd with fhow'rs began. 
And o'er their heads loud -rolling thunder ran. 
Here long they knock, but knock or call in vain. 
Driven by the wind, and batter'd by the rain. 
At length fome pity warm*d the matter's breaft, 
('Twas then, his ihreftiold firft receiv'd a gueft) 
Slow creaking turns the door with jealous care. 
And half he v/elcome> in the Shivering pair; 
N 2 
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One frugal faggot lights the nAtd Willi, 
And Nature's fenror thro' their limbt recdil 
Bread of the courieft fort, with eager wintt 
(Each hardly granted) ierv*d them both to <fitf« ^ 
And when the tempeA firft appeared to ceaTaf, 
A ready warning bid them part in peace. 

With dill remark the pond'ring Hermit ?iew'd 
Jn one fo rich, a life (b poor and rude } 
And why fhou'd fuch, (within hii)i(elf he cry*d) 
J^ock the lofl wealth a thoufa^d want befide f 
But what new marks of wonder fooo topk plac^ 
In ev'ry fettling feature of his face ! 
AVhen from his veft the yomig comp^ioobor# 
That cup, the genVous landlord own*d before* 
And paid profufely with this precious bowl 
The dinted kindnefs of this churli(h fonl. 

But now the clouds in airy tumult Af, 
The fun emerging opes an azure /ky; 
A freftier green the fmelling lea? es dif^Iay. 
And glittVing as they tremble, cheer the dgy t 
The weather couns them from the poor retreae. 
And the glad mafter bolts the wary gate. 

While hence they walk, the Pilgrim's bo&m wnmgkl 
With all the travel pf uncertain thought j 
His partner's a£ts without their caufe appear, 
'Twas there a vice, and feem'd a madnefa btitt 
Detefting that, and pitying this he goes, 
lA)ft apd ccmfouadod wkk the TAfioiie fliow*. 
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Now dghc'6 dim (hades again involfe the fty ; "^ 
Again die wand'rers want a place to lye, C 

Again they fearch, and fifid a lodging nigh. J 

The foil improv'd around, the manfion neat. 
And neither poorly low, nor idly great : 
It feem'd to fpeak its mafter*^ turn of mind. 
Content, and not for praife, but virtue kmd* 

Hither the walkers turn with weary feet. 
Then blefs the manfion, and the mader greet: 
Their greeting fair, beftow'd with modcft guile. 
The courteous mader hears, and thus replies : 

Without a vain, without a grudging heart. 
To him who gives us all, I yield a part ; 
From him you come, for him accept it here, 
A frank and fober, more than eoflly cheer. 
He fpoke, and bid the welcome table fpread. 
Then talk'd of virtue till the time of bed, , 
When the grave houfhold round his hall repair, 
Warn*d by a bell, and clofe ih^ hours with prayV, 

At length the world renew'd by calm repofc ' 
Was ftrong for toil, the dapled mom arofe ; 
Before the pilgrims part, the younger crept. 
Near the clos*d cradle where an infant (lept. 
And writh*d his neck : the landlord *s little pride, 
O ftrange return ! grew black, and gafp'd, and dy'd. 
Horror of horrors ! what 1 his only fon ! 
How loc^L'd our Hennit when the faA was dose f 
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Not heH, tho' helPs black jaws in funder part. 

And breathe blue fire, cou'd more affault his heart* 

Confused, and ftruck with filence at the deed. 
He flies, but trembling fails to fly with fpeed. 
His fleps the youth purfues ; the country lay 
Perplex'd with roads, a fervant fhow'd the way ; 
A river crofs'd thw- path ; the pafldge o'er 
"Was nice to find, the fervant trod before; 
Long arms of oaks an open bridge fupply'd. 
And deep the waves beneath the bending glide. 
The youth, who feem'd to watch a time to.fin. 
Approached the carelefs guide, and thruft him in; 
Pionging he falls, and rifing lifts his head. 
Then fldfliing turns, and finks among the dead. 

Wild, fparkling rage inflames the father's eyej^ 
He burfts the bands of fear, and madly cries, 

Deterted wretch but fcarce his fpeech began, 

"When the ftrange partner feem'd no longer man ; 
His youthful face grew more ferenely fweet ; 
His robe turn'd white, and flowed upon his feet; 
Fair rounds of radiant points invert his hair; 
Celdftial odours breathe thro* purpled air ; 
And wings, whofe colours glitter'd on the day. 
Wide at his back their gradual plumes difplay. 
The form etherial burfls upon his fight, 
And moves in all the majefty of light, 

Tho' loud ^t firft the pilgrim's paflion grew. 
Sudden he gaz'd, and will not what to do ; 
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^rprize in fecret chains his word fufpedds, 
And in a caJm his ftttling temper ends. 
But fiJence here the beauteous angel broke, 
(The voice of mufic ravifti'd as he fpoke.) 

Thy pray V, thy praife, thy life to vice unknown. 
In fweet memorial rife before the throne : 
Thefe charms, fuccefs in our bright region find. 
And force an angel down, to calm thy mind ; 
For this commiiHon'd, I forfook the (ky : 
Nay, ceafe to kneel — thy fellow fervant I. 

Then know the truth of government divine. 
And let thefe fcruples be no longer thine. 

The Maker juftly claims that world he made^ 
In this the right of providence is laid '^ 
Its facFed majefty thro' all depends 
On ufing ft cond means to work his ends : 

'Tis thus, withdVawn in ftate from human eye. 
The Pow'r exerts his attributes on high. 
Your a(flions ufes, nor controuls your will. 
And bids the doubting fons of men be ftilk 

What fl range events can ftrike with more furpri^e;. 
Than thofe which lately ftrook thy wondVing eyes? 
Yet taught by thefe, confefs ih* Ahnighty jufi, 
And where you ean*t unriddle, learn to truft ! 

The Great, Vain Man; who far'd on coftly food, 
Whofe life was too luxurious to be good ; 
Who made his ivVy fiends with goblets ftilne. 
And forced his ^ueib tQ moruiog draughts of Winey 
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Has, with the cup, the gracelefs cuftom loS, 
And dill he welcomes, bu€ with !eis of coft. 

The mean, fufpicioas Wretch, whofe IxJted door^ 
Ne*er mov'd in duty to the wand'ring poor ,• 
With him I left the cop, to teach his mind 
That Heav'n caa blefs, if mortds wilt be ktfld. . 
Confcious of wanting worth, he views the bowl^ 
And feels compaffion teach his grateful foul* 
Thus artifls mek the fullen oar of lead. 
With heaping coak of fire upon m head ; 
In the kind warmth the metal learns toghw^ 
And loofe from d^ofs, the fiWr runs below; 

Long had our pious Friend in virtue trod. 
But now the child half-wean'd his heart from God/ 
(child of his age) for him he liv'd in pam. 
And meafur'd back hts (leps to earth again^ 
To what exccfles had his dotage run ? 
But God, to fave the father, took the fbo* 
To all but thee, in fit* he feem'd to go, 
(And *twas my minidry to deal the blow.) 
The .poor fond parent humbled in the daft^ 
Now owns in fears the punifhment wasjuft^ 

But now had all his fbrtune felt a wracky 
Had that falfe fervant fped in fafety back ? 
This night his treaAir'd> heaps he meantrto ileal,: 
And what a fund of charity wou'd fkiM 

Thus Heav'n inftrudte tiiy naind : this tcial a'er^ 
Depaninpeaoe^ refigo, aod finnaiBOBe* 
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On founding pinions here the youth withdrew. 
The fage flood wondering as the feraph flew. 
Thus look'd Eliiha^ when to mount on high 
His mafler took the chariot of the fky ; 
The fiery pomp afcending left the view ; ^ 
The prophet gaz'd, and wifh'd to follow, too. 

The bending Hermit here a pray'r begun, 
** Lord ! as in heav'n, on earth thy will be done/' 
Then gladly turning, fought his antient place, 
Aad pais*d a life of piety and peace. 
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VISION I. 

SPECTATOR. No 460. 

Decipimur Spech -ff^^/— Hor. 



/^I)R defedls and follies are too often unknown to 
^^ us ; nay, they are fo far from being known to 
us, that they pafs for demonftrations of our worth. 
This makes us eafy in the midil of them, fond to fhe;T 
them, fond to improve them, and to be cfleemed for 
them. Then it is that a thoufand unaccountable con* 
ceits, gay inventions, and extravagant adions mud af- 
ford us pleafures, and difplay us to others in the colours 
which we ourfelves take a fancy to glory in : and in- 
deed there is fomething fo amufing for the time in this 
fiate of vanity and ill-gtounded fatisfadtion, that even 
the wifer world has chofen an exalted word to defcribe 
Its enchantments, and called it the paradise of 
FOOLS. Perhaps the latter part of this reflc(5tion may 
4eeni a faife thought to fome» and bear another tura 
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than what I have given ; but it is at prefent none of in^ 
bufinefs to look after it, who am going to confefs that 
I have been lately amongft them in a vifion. 

Methought I was tranfported to a hill, green, flowery, 
and of an eafy afcent. Upon the broad top of it refidcd 
fquint-eyed error, and popular opinion with many 
heads ; two that dealt in (brcery, and were &mous for 
bewitching people with the love of themfelves. To 
thefe repaired a multitude from every fide> by two dif^ 
ferent paths which lead towards each of them. Some 
who had the mod afTuming air went diredlly of them- 
felves to ERROR, without expe<5ting a condudor; o- 
thers of a fofter nature went firft to popular opinion, 
from whence as (he influenced and engaged them with 
Aeir own praifes, flie delivered them over to his go- 
Tern ment. 

When we had afcended to an open part of the fum* 
mit where Opinion abode, we found her entertaining 
Icvcral who had arrived before us. Her voice was plea- 
fing ; flie breathed odours as fhe fpoke : ftie feemed to 
have a tongue for every one; every one thought he 
heard of fomething that was valuable in himfelf, and 
cxpeded a paradife which fhe promifed as the reward 
of his merit. Thus we were drawn to follow her, 'till 
flie fliould bring us where it was to be beflowed : and 
it was obfervable, that all the way we went, the com- 
pany was either praifing themfelves in their qualifica- 
tions, or one another for thofe qualifications which xhcf 
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took to be coofpicuous in their own characters, or dif- 
pr^dng others for wantbg theirs^ or vying in the de- 
grees of them. 

. At laft we approached a bower, at the entrance of 
which ERROK was feated. The trees were thick wo- 
Ten, and the place where he fat artfully contrived to 
darken him a little. He wasdifguifcd in a whitifli robe, 
which he had put on, that he might appear to us with a 
inearer refemblance to truth : and as (he has a Iigh€ 
whereby fhemanifefts the beauties of nature to the eyes 
of her adorers, fo he had provided himfelf with a magi- 
cal wand, that he might do fomethingin imiution of it, 
and pleafe with deluiiont. This he lifted folemnly, and 
muttering to himfelf, bid the glories which he kept un- 
der enchantment to appear before ut. Immediately 
we caft our eyes on that part of the fky to which he point- 
ed, and obferved a thin blue profped, which cleared at 
mountains in a Summer morning when the mifls go off, 
and the palace of tanit y appeared to fight. 

The foundation hardly feemed a foundation, but a 
fet of curling clouds, which it flood upon by magical 
contrivance. The way by which we afcended was paint- 
ed like a rainbow ; and as we went, the breeze that play- 
ed about us bewitched the fenfes, Tbe walls were gild- 
ed all for fhow ; the lowefl fet of pillars were of the 
flight fine Corinthian order, and the top of the build- 
ing being rounded* bore fo far the refemblance of a 
bubble. 
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At the gate the travellers neither met with a portei^f 
nor waited 'till one fhould appear ; every one thought 
his merits a fufficient paflport, and preffed forward. In 
the hall we met with feveral phantoms, that rov'd a- 
mongft us, and rang'dthe company according to their 
fentiments. There was decrcafing honour, that had 
nothing to fhew but an old coat of his anceftor's at- 
chievments: there was ostentation, that made 
himfelf his own conftant fubjecft, and gallamtrt 
ftrutting upon his tip-toes. At the upper end of the 
hall flood a throne, whofe canopy glitter'd with all the 
riches that gayety could contrive to lavifh on it ; and 
between the gilded arms fat vanity deck'd in die Pea- 
Cock's feathers, and acknowledged for another Venuj 
by her votaries. The boy who flood befide her for a 
Cupid, and who made the world to bow before her, was 
callfed self-conceit. His eyes had every now and 
then a cafl inwards, to the negle^l of all objedte about 
him ; and the arms which he made ufe of for conquefl,. 
were borrowed from thofe againft whom he had a de- 
Cgn. The arrow which he fhot at the foldier, wa* 
fledg'd from his own plume of feathers ; the dart he di- 
re<5l:ed againft the man of wit, was winged from the 
quills he Nvrit with ; and that which he fent againft 
thofe who prefumed upon their riches, was headed 
with gold out of their treafuries : he made nets for 
ftatefmen from their own contrivances; he took fire 
from the eyes of ladies^ with which he melted theU 
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deart ; and lightning from rhe tongues of the eloquent, 
to enflame them with their own glories. At the foot of 
the throne fat three falfe Graces, flattery with a 
fhell of paint, affectation with a mirrour to prac- 
tife at, and fashion ever changing the pofture of her 
doaths. Thefe applied themfelves to fecure the con- 
quefls which self- conceit had gotten, and had each 
of them their particular polities, flattery gave new 
colours and complexions to all things ; affectation 
Hew airs and appearances, which, as (he faid, were not 
rulgar ; and fashion both concealed fome home de- 
fedh, and added fome foreign external beauties. 

As I was refledting upon what I faw, I heard t 
Toice in the crowd, bemoaning the condition of man- 
kind, which is thus managed by the breath of opinion^ 
deluded by error, firM by self-conceit, and given 
tp to be trained in all the courfcs of vanity, *till 
scorn or poverty come upon us. Thefe exprefliont 
were no fooner handed about, but I immediately faw 
ft general diforder, till at laft there was a parting in 
one place, and a grave old man, decent and refolute, 
was led forward to be puniflied for the words he had 
uttered. He appeared inclined to have fpoken in hij 
own defence, but I could not obferve that any one was 
willing to hear him. V AN I t V caft a fcomful fmile at him ; 
SELF- CONCEIT was angry; flattery, who knew hint 
for PLAiN-pEALiNG, putou a vizard,and turned away ; 
iiFFEGTATioii toflbd her fan» made mouths^ aa4 
J? 
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called him envy or slander; and fashion would 
have it, that at lead he muft be ill-mamners. Thus 
flighted and defpifed by all, he was driven out for a- 
bufing people of merit and figure ; and I heard it firmly 
refolved, that he fhould be ufed no better where-evcr 
they met with liim hereafter. 

I had already feen the meaning of mod part of that 
warning which he had given, and was confidering how 
the latter words (hould be fulfilled, when ^ mighty 
noife was heard without, and the door was blackned 
by a numerous train of harpies crowding in upon u». 
TOLLY and BROKEN CREDIT Were feen in the houfe 
before they entered, trouble, shame, infamy, 
8CORN and poverty brought up the rear, vanity, 
with her Cupid and Graces, difappeared ; her fubje6t« 
ran into holes and corners; but many of them were 
found and carried off (as I was told by one who flood 
near me) either to prifbns or cellars, folitude, or little 
company, the mean arts or th« viler crafts of life. But 
thefe, added he with a difdainful air, are fuch who 
would fondly live here, when their merits neither 
matched the luftre of the place, nor their riches its 
cxpences. We have feen fuch fcenes as thefe before 
bow; the glory you faw will all return when the hurry 
k over. I thanked him for his information, and be- 
lieving him fo incorrigible as that he would flay till it 
was his turn to be taken, I made off to the door, and 
Dvertook fome few» who, though they would not hear* 
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ken to ^LAiN-DiALivGy were now terrified to good 
purpofe by the example of others : but when they had 
touched the threshold, it was a ftrange (hock to them to 
find diat the delufion of er^rou was gone» and they 
plainly difcerned the building to hang a little up in the 
air without any real foundation. At firft we faw no- 
thing but a defperate leap remained for us, and I a thou- 
fand times blamed my unmeaning curiofity that had 
brought me into fo much danger. But as they began 
to fink lower in their own minds, methought the pa- 
lace funk along with us, till they were arrived at th^ 
due point of estiem which they ought to have for 
themfelves ; then the part of the building in which they 
flood touched the earth, and we departing out, it re- 
tired from our eyes. Now, whether they who flayed in 
the palace were fenfible of this defcent, I cannot tell ; 
it was then my opinion that they were not. However 
it be, my dream broke up at it, and has given me oc- 
cafion all my life to refledt upon the fatal confe^uencev 
<>f following the fuggeflions of vanity. 
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HOW are we tortured with the ableoce of what 
we covet to poflefs, when it appears to be Ipft 
40 us ! what excurfions does the foul make in imagina- 
tion after it ! and how does it turn into itfelf again^ 
more foolifhiy fond and dejeded, at the difappoint- 
mcnt ! our grief, inftead of having recourfe to reafon, 
which might reftrain it, fearches to find a further nou» 
riflimcnt. It calls upon memory to relate the feveral 
pafTages and circumflances of fatisfa<5lion8 which we 
formerly enjoyed ; the pleafures we purchafed by thof^ 
riches that are taken from us ; or the power and fplen- 
dour of our departed honours ; or the voice, the words, 
the looks, the tepiper, and affections of our friends that 
Sire deceafed. It needs mufl happen from hence, that 
the paffion fhould often fwell to fuch a fize as to burft 
the heart which contains it, if time did not make thefe 
jdrcUmftances lefs ftrong and lively, fo that reafon 
(^oiild become ^ wore e^ual match for the palEoDi pi 
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if another defire which becomes more prefent did not 
overpower them with a livelier reprefentation. Thcfe 
are thoughts which I had^ when I fell into a kind of 
viGon upon this fubjedt^ and may therefore (land for a 
proper introdudion to a relation of it. 

I found myfelf upon a naked fhore, with company 
whofe affiifled countenances witnefled their conditions. 
Before us flowed a water deep, filent, and called theri- 
Ter of TEARS, which ifluing from two fountams on an 
upper ground, encompafied an ifland that lay before 
us. The boat which plied in it was old and (hatter'd, 
having been fometimes overfet by the impatience and 
bafte of Cngle pafTengers to arrive at the other fide. 
This immediately was brought to us by misfortune 
who fleers it, and we were all preparing to take our 
places, when there appeared a woman of a mild and 
compofed behaviour, who began to deter us from it, 
by reprefenting the dangers which would attend our 
voyage. Hereupon fome who knew her for r a t i e n c e , 
and fome of thofe too who 'till then cry*d the loudeft, 
were perfuaded by her, and return'd back. The reft of us- 
went in, and (he (whofe good-nature would not fuffer 
her to forfake perfons in trouble) defired leave to ac- 
company us, that fhe might at leaft adminlfter fome 
fmall comfort or advice while we failed. . We were no 
iboner embarked but the boat was pufhed off, the (heet 
was fpread ; and being filled with fighs, which are the 
lands of that country, we made a paflage lo the ^r^ 
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ther bank thro' feveral difficulties of which the mofl 
of us feem'd utterly regardlcfs. 

When we landed, we perceived the ifland to be 
ftrangely over-caft with fogs, which no brightnefc 
could pierce, fo that a kind of gloomy horror fat al- 
ways brooding over it. This had fomething in it very 
fliocking to eafy tempers, infomuch that fome other9, 
whom PATIENCE had by this time gain 'd over, left us 
here, and privily convey'd themfelves round the verge 
of the ifland to find a ford by which (he told them 
they might efcape. 

For my part, I flill went along with thofe who were 
for piercing into the centre of the place ; and joining 
ourfelves to others whom we found upon the fame 
journey, we marched folemnly as at a- funeral, thro* 
bordering hedges of rofemary, and thro' a grove of 
yew-trees, which love to over-fhadow tombs and flou- 
rifh in church-yards. Here we heard on every fide the 
wailings and complaints of feveral of the inhabitants, 
who had caft themfelves difconfolately at the feet of 
trees ; and as we chanced to approach any of thefe, we 
might perceive them wringing their hands, beating their 
breads, tearing their hair, or after fome other manner 
viflbly agitated with vexation . Our forrows were heigh* 
tened by the influence of what we heard and faw, and 
one of our number was wrought up to fuch a pitch of 
wildnefs, as to talk of hanging himfelf upon a bough 
which (hot temptingly a-crofs the path we travelled vol i 
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but he tvas reftraincd from it by the kind endeavours 
of our above-mentioned companion. 

We had now gotten into the moft dufky (ilent part 
of the ifland, and by the redoubled founds of fighs, 
which nlade a doleful ,tvhiftling in the branches, the 
thicknefs of air which occafioned faintifh refpiration, 
and the violent throbbings of heart which more and 
more affcdted us, we found that we approach *d tho 
GROTTO OF GRIEF. It was a widc, hollow, and me- 
lancholy cave, funk deep in a dale, and watered by ri-' 
▼ulets that had a colour between red and black. Thefe 
crept flow, and half congealed amongft its windings, 
and mixed their heavy murmur with the echo of groans 
th^ rolled thro' all the pafTages, In the moft retired 
part ofitfat the DOLEFUL being herfelf; the path ta 
her was ftrewed with goads, ftings, and thorns; and 
the throne on which (he fat was broken into a rock with 
ragged peices pointing upwards for her to lean upon. 
A heavy mift hung above her, her head opprefTcd witb 
it reclined upon her arm : thus did (he reign over her 
difconfolate fubjeds, full of herfelf to ftupidity, in e- 
tcrnal penGvenefs, and the profoundeft filence. On 
one fide of her ftoodDEjECTroNJuft dropping into a 
fwoon, and paleness wafting to a flceleton; on the 
other fide were care inwardly tormented with imagi- 
nations, and ANGUISH fuffering outward troubles 
to fuck the blood from her heart in the ftiape of vul- 
7V&SS. The whole vault had a genuine difmalneis in 
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it, which a few fcattercd lamps, whofe blueifh flame J 
arofe and funk in their urns, difcovered to our cje^ 
with encreafe. Some of us fell down, overcome and 
fpent with what they fuffercd m the way, and were gi- 
ten over to thofe tormentors that flood on either hand 
of the prefence ; others, galled and mortified with pain, 
recovered the entrance, where patience, whom we 
bad left behind, was fUU waiting to receive us. 

With her (whofe company was now become more 
grateful to us by the want we had found of her) we 
winded round the grotto, and afcended at the back of 
it, out of the mournful dale in whofe bottom it lay. 
On this eminence we halted, by her advice, to pant 
for breath ; and lifting our eyes, which till then were 
fixed downwards, felt a fuUen fort of fatisfadHon, ia 
obferving thro' the (hades what numbers had entered 
the ifland. This fatisfa<5tion, which appears to have 
ill-nature in it, was excufable, becaufe it happened aC 
a time when we were too much taken up with our own* 
concern, to have refpe<ft to that of others ; and there- 
fore we did not confider them as fuffering, but our- 
lelves as not fuffering in the moil forlorn eflate. It 
had alfo the groundwork of humanity and compaifiodf 
in it, though the mind was then too deeply engaged ta 
perceive it ; but as we proceeded onwards it began ta 
difcover itfelf, and from obferving that others were un*^ 
happy, we came to qaeftion one another, when it was 
that we met^ and what were the fad occafioos that 
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brought us together. Then we heard our fiories, we 
tompared them, we mutually gave and received pity, 
tod fb by degrees became tolerable company. 

A confidcrable part of the troublefome road was thus 
deceived ; at length the openings among the trees grew 
larger, the air feemed thinner, it lay with lefs oppref- 
fioD upon us, and we could now and then difcern tra<5l3 
in it of a lighter greynefs, like the breakings of day, 
ihort in duration, much enlivening, and called in that 
country gleams of amusement. Within a fhort 
while thefe gleams began to appear more frequent, and 
then brighter and of longer continuance; the sighs 
that hitherto filled the air with fomuch dolefulnefs, al- 
tered to the found of common breezes, and in general 
the horrors of the ifland were abated. 

"When we had arrived at lad at the ford by which 
we were to pafs out, we met with thofe fafhionable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us, 
and who being unwilling to go as far as we,had coaft- 
cd by the (hore, to find the place, where they waited 
our coming ; that by fhewing themfelves to the world 
only at that time v/hen we did, they might feem alfo 
to have been among the troubles of the grotto. Here 
the waters, that rolled on the other fide fo deep and fi- 
lent, were much dried up, and it was an eafier matter 
for us to wade over. 

The river being crofled, we were received upon the 
further bank by our friends and acquaintance, whonii 
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€OMFOiiT had brought out to congratulate our appear- 
ance in the world again. Some of thefe blamed us for 
(laying fo long away from them, others advifed us a- 
gaind all temptations of going back again ; every one 
was cautious not to renew our trouble, by aflcing any 
particulars of the journey ; and all concluded, that in 
a cafe of fo much afHi(5lion, we could not have made 
choice of a fitter companion than patience. Here 
PATIENCE, appearing ferene at her praifes, delivered 
us over to comfort, comfort fmiled at his re- 
ceiving the charge ; immediately the fky purpled on thait 
fide to which he turned^ and double day at once broke 
in upon me. 
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^id mentem traxijfe poloj quid prof uit ahum 
Erexijfc caput F pecudumji more per err ant. 

Claud. 

T Was confidering laft night, when I could not fleep, 
-*" how noble a part of the creation Man was defign'd 
to be, and how diftinguifhed in all his adions above 
other earthly creatures. From whence I fell to take a 
view of the change and corruption which he has in- 
troduced into his own condition, the groveling appe- 
tites, the mean charaders of fenfe, and wild courfes of 
paifions, that caft him from the degree in which Pro- 
vidence had placed him, the debafing himfelf with qua- 
lifications not his own, and his degenerating into a 
lower fphere of adlion. This infpired me with a mix- 
ture of contempt and anger ; which, however, was 
not fo violent as to hinder the return of fleep, but grew 
cpofufed as that came upon me, and made me end my 

^* 

.J 
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refledllons with giving mankind the opprobrious namcf 
of inconfiderate, mad and foolifh.' 

Here ihethought, where my waking reafon left the 
fubjed, my fancy purfued it in a dream ; and I ima- 
gined myfelf in aloud foliloquy ofpafTion, railing at 
my fpecies, and walking hard to get rid of the com- 
pany I defpifed ; when two men who had over-heard 
me made-up on either hand. Thefe I obferved had 
many features in common, which might occafion the 
miftak^ of the one for the other in thofe to whom they 
appear fingle, but I, who faw them together, could ea- 
fiJy perceive, that tho* there was an air offeverity in 
each, it was tempered wi;h a natural fweetnefs in the 
one, and by turns conftrained or ruffled by the deCgns 
of malice m the other, . 

I was at a lofs to know the reafon of their joining 
me fo brifldy, when he whofe appearance difpleafed me 
moft, thus addreffed his companion. Pray, brother^ 
Jet him alone, and we fhall immediately fee him tranf- 
formed into a Tyger. This ftruck me with horror, which 
the other perceived, and pitying my diforder, bid me 
be of good courage, for tho' I had been favage in my 
treatment of mankind, (whom I (hould rather reform 
than rail againft) he would, however, endeavour to re- 
fcue me from my danger. At this I looked a little more 
chearful, and while I teftified my refignation to him, 
we faw the angry brother fling away from us in a paf- 
(lon for his difappointment. Being now left to my 
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frieod, I went back with him at his defire, that I might 
know the meaoiog of thofe words which fo affright- 
ed me. 

As we went along, to inform you, fays he, with 
whom you have this adventure, njy name is reproof 
^nd his REPROACH, both bom of the fame mother, but 
of different fathers, truth is our common parent, 
FRIENDSHIP, who faw her, fell in love with her, and 
fhe being pleafed with him, he begat me upon her; 
but a while after enmity lying in ambufh for her, be- 
came the father of him whom you faw along with me. 
The temper of our mother inclines us to the fame fort 
of bufinefs, the informing mankind of their faults; but 
the difiering complexions of our fathers make us dif- 
fer in our defigns and company. I have a natural be- 
nevolence in my mind which engages me with friends, 
and he a natural impetuofity in his, which cads him 
among enemies. 

As he thus difcourled he came to a place where there 
were three entrances into as many feveral walks, which 
lay befide one another. We pafTed into the middlemoft, 
a plain, ftrait, regular walk, fet with trees, which ad- 
ded to the beauty of the place, but did not fo clofe 
their boughs over head as to exclude the light from it. 
Here as we walked I was made to obferve, how the 
road on one hand was full of rocks and precipices, o- 
ver which reproach (who had already gotten thither) 
yfzs furioufly driving unhappy wretches j the other fide 
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vras all laid out in gardens of gaudy tulips, amongfl 
whole leaves the ferpents wreath *d, and at the end of 
every grafTy walk the ench antrefs flattery was wear- 
ing bowers to lull fouls adeep in. We continued dill 
walking on the middle way, 'till we arrived in a build- 
ing in which it terminated. This was formerly erected 
by TRUTH for a watch tower, from whence (he took a 
view of the earth, and, as (he faw occafion, fent out 
REPROOF, or even reproach, for our reformation. 
Over the door I took notice that a face was carved with 
a heart upon the lips of it, and prefently calPd to mind 
that this was the ancients emblem of sincerity. Iq 
the entrance I met with freedom of speech and 
COMPLAISANCE, who had for a long time looked upon 
one another as enemies ; but reproof has fo happily 
brought them together, that they now aft as friendt 
and fellow- agents in the fame family. Before I afcend- 
ed up the flairs, I had my eyes purified by a water 
which made me fee extremely clear, and I think they 
faid it fprung in a pit, from whence (as Democritushad 
reported) they formerly brought up truth, who had 
hid herfelf in it. I was then admitted to the upper 
chamber of profped, which was called the know- 
ledge of MANKIND ; here the windowwas no fooner 
opened but I perceived the clouds to roll off and part 
before me, and a fcene of all the variety of the world 
prefented itfelf, 
. But how difierent was mankind b this yiew> from 
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¥/hat it ufed to' appear ! methought the very fhapc of 
moft of them was loft ; fome had the heads of Dogs, ci- 
thers of Apes or Parrots, and in fhort, where- e?er any 
one took upon him the inferior and unworthy qualities 
of other creatures, the change of his foul became vi- 
fible in his countenance. The ftrutting pride of hira 
who is endued with brutality inftead of courage, made 
his face (hoot out in the form of a Horfe*s ; his eyes be- 
came prominent, his noftrils widened, and his wig un* 
tying flowed down on one fide of his neck in a waving 
mane. The talkativenefs of thofc who love the ill-na- 
ture of converfation made them turn into aflemblies 
of gecfe, their lips hardened into bills by eternal uf- 
ing, they gabbled for diverfion, they hifs'd in fcandal^ 
and their ruffles falling back on their arms, a fucceffioa 
of little feathers appeared, which formed wings Sot 
them to flutter with from one vifit to another. The 
envious and malicious lay on the ground with the heads 
of different forts of Serpents, and not endeavouring 
to ereft thenifelves, but meditating mifchief to others, 
they fuck'd the poifon of the earth, fharpened their 
tongues to ftings upon the ftones, and rolled their 
trains unperceivably beneath their habits. The hjrpo- 
critical oppreflbrs wore the faces of Crocodiles, their 
mouths were inftruments of cruelty, their eyes of de- 
ceit ; they committed wicked ncfs, and bemoaned that 
there ftiould be fo much of it in the world ; they de- 
voured the vrnwary, and wept over theren^Qsofthea»» 
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"irhe covetous haii fo hook'd and worn their fangers by 
countmg intereft upon intereft, that they converted to* 
the claws of Harpies, and thefe they ftill were ilretcb- 
ing out for more, yet fcem'd unfatisfied with their ac- 
quifitions. The (harpers had the looks of Camelions ; 
they every minute changed their appearance, and fed 
on fwarms of Flies which fell as fo many Cullies a- 
Ihongfl them. The bully feemed a dunghil Cock, he 
crededwell, and bore his comb aloft ; he was beaten by 
almofl every one, yet (Hll fling for triumph ; and only 
the mean coward prick'd up the ears of a Hare to fly 
before him. Critics were turned into Cats, whofe plea- 
fure and grumbling go together. Fopes were Apes inr 
embroidered jackets. Flatterers were curled Spaniels, 
fawning and crouching. The' crafty had the face of a 
Fox, the flothful of an Afs, the cruel of a Wolf, the 
ill-bred of a bear, the leachers were Goats, and the 
gluttons Swine. Drunkennefs was the only vice that 
did not change the face of its profefTors into that of 
another creature ; but this I took to be far from a pri- 
vilege, for thefe two reafons; becaufe it fufficiently 
deforms themofitfelf, and becaufe none of the lower 
tanks of beings is guilty of fo foolifh an intempe* 
ranee. 

As I was taking a view of thefe reprefentations of 
things, without any more order than is ufual in a 
dream, or in the confufion of the world itfelf, 1 per- 
CeiTed ai doncem within me for what I faw; my eye^ 
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began to moiften, and as if the vritae of that water 
with which they were purified was loft for a time, by 
their being touched with that which arofe from a paf- 
fion, the clouds immediately began to gather again, and 
clofe from either hand upon the profpe^. I then turn- 
ed towards my guide, who addrefled himfelf to me af- 
ter this manner. You ha?e feen the condition of man- 
kind when it defcends from its dignity; now there- 
fore guard yourfelf from that degeneracy by a modeft 
greatnefs of fpirit on one fide, and a confcious fliame 
on the other. Endeavour alfo with a generofity of 
goodnefs to make your friends aware of it ; let them 
kno^ what defe(5ts you perceive are growing upon 
them ; handle the matter as you fee reafon, either with 
the airs of fevere or humourous affedtion ; foraetimet 
plainly defcribing the degeneracy in its full proper co- 
lours, or at other times letting them know that if they 
pYoceed as they have begun, you give them to fuch a 
day or fo many months to turn Bears, Wolves, or 
Foxes, &c. Neither neglect your more remote ac- 
quaintance, where you fee any worthy and fufceptible 
of admonition ; expofe the beads whofe qualities you 
fee them putting on, where you have no mind to en- 
gage with their perfons. The poffibility of their ap- 
plying this is very obvious : the Egyptians faw it fo 
clearly, that they made the pi^ures of animals explain 
their minds to one another inftead of writing ; and 
R 
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indeed it is hardly to be mlflcd, fince ^fop took 
them out of their mute condition, and taught them 
to fpeak for themfelfes with relation to the adtiont of 
mankind. 
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THERE is a fett of mankind, who are wholly 
employed in the ill-natured office of gathering 
up a coIIe<Elion of (lories that lefTen the reputation of 
others, and fpreading them abroad with a certain air of 
fatisfadtion. Perhaps, indeed, an innocent and unmean- 
ing curiofity, a defire of being informed concerning thofe 
we live with, or a willingnefs to profit by r5fle<5lion upon 
the actions of others, may fometimes afford anexcufe,or 
fbmetimes a defence, for inquifitivenefs ; but certainly 
it is beyond all excufe, a tranfgrefHon againfl huma- 
nity, to carry the matter further, to tear off the dref- 
ings, as I may fay, from the wounds of a friend, and 
expofe them to the air in cruel fits of divetfion ; and 
yet we have fomething more to bemoan, an outrage of 
an higher nature, which mankind is guilty of when 
they are not content tofpread the (lories of folly, frail- 
ty and vice, but even enlarge them, or invent new 
ones, and blacken chara<5lers that we may appear ri- 
R- 2 
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diculous, or hateful to one another. From fuch prac- 
tices as thefe it happens, that fome feel a forrow, and 
others are agitated with a fpirit of revenge ; that fcan- 
da)s or lies are told, becaufe auother has told fuch be- 
fore ; that refentments and quarrels arifc, and injurie* 
are given, received, and multiplied, in a fcene of ven- 
geance. 

All this I have often obferved with abundance of 
concern ; and having a perfeddefire to further the hap- 
pincfs of mankind, I lately fet myfelf to conGder the 
caufes from whence fuch evils arife, and the remedies 
which may be applied. Whereupon I fhut my eyes to 
prevent diftradtion from outward objefls, and a while 
after fhot away, upon an impulfe of thought, into the 
WORLD OF IDEAS, where abft rafted qualities became 
vifible in fuch appearances as were agreeable to each 
of their natures. 

That part of the country, where I happened to 
light, was the moft noify that I had ever known. The 
winds whiftled,' the leaves ruftled, the brooks tumbled, 
the birds chatter'd, the tongues of men were heard, and 
the echo mingled fomething of every found in its repe- 
tition, fo that there was a ft range confufion and up- 
roar of founds about me. At length, as the noifeftill 
encreafed, I could difcern a man habited like a herald 
(and as I afterwards underftood) called novelty, that 
came forward proclaiming a folemn day to be kept at 
the houfe of common fame, immediately behind him 
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^dfsmced three pymphs, who had monftrons appear- 
aoces., The 6r{l of thefe was curiosity, habited like 
z Firgin, and hayixig an hunderedears upon her head to 
fenre in her inquiries. The fecond of thefe was tal- 
kativeness, a little better grown, (he feemed to be 
like a young wife, and had an hundred tongues to 
fpread her (lories. The third was censoriousness, 
habited like a widow, and furrounded with an hundred 
fquinting eyes of a malignant influence, which fo ob - 
liquely darted on all around, that it was impodible to 
fay which of them had brought in the informations 
(he boaded of. Thefe, as I was informed, had been 
▼ery indrumental in prtferving and rearing common 
FAME, when upon her birth-day (he was (huffled into 
a crowd, to efcape the fearch which truth might 
have made after her and her parents, curiosity 
found her there, talkativeness convey'd her a- 
way, and censoriousness fo nurfed her up, that in 
a (hort time (he grew to a prodigious (ize, and obtain* 
ed an empire over the univerfe; wherefore the power, 
in gratitude for thefe fervices, has fince advanced them 
to her higheft employujents. The next who came for- 
ward in this proceffion was a light damfel, called cre- 
dulity, who carried behind them the lamp, the (il- 
ver veffel with a fpout, and other inftruments proper 
for this folemn occafion. She had formerly feen thefe 
three together, and conjecturing from the number of 
their ears, tongues and eyes, that they might be the 
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proper Genii of ATTENTION, familiar coNVERSiy 
and OCULAR demonstration; (he from that time 
gave herfelf up to attend them. The lafl who followed 
were fome who had clofely muffled themfelves in up- 
per garments, fo that I could not difcern who they 
were ; but juft as the foremoft of them was come up, 
I am glad, fays (he, calling me by my name, to meet 
you at this time, (lay clofe by me, and take a ftrid ob- 
fervatipn of all that pafTcs. Her voice was fweet and 
commanding, 1 thought I had fomewhere heard it; 
and from her, as 1 went along, I learned the meaning 
of every thing which offered. 

We now marched forward thro' the rookery of 
rumours, which flew thick and with a terrible din 
all around us. At length we arrived at the houfe of 
common fame, where a hecatomb of reputations 
was that day to fall for her pleafure. The houfe flood 
upon an eminence, having a thoufand paflTages to it, 
and a thoufand whifpering holes for the conveyance of 
found. The hall we entered was formed with the art 
of a mufjc-chamber for the improvement of noifes, 
REST and SILENCE are bani/hed the place, stories 
of different natures wander in light flo'cks all about, 
fometimfes truths and lies, or fometimes lies themfelves 
claQiIng againft one another. In the middle ftood a 
table painted after the manner of the remoteft Afiatic 
countries, upon which the lamp, the filver vefTel, and 
cups of a white earth, were planted in order. Thea 
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^ried herbs were brought, colIe<5ted for the folemnity 
in moon fhine, and water being put to them, there 
was a greenifh liquor made, to which they added 
the flower of 'milk, and an extraction from the canet 
of America, for performing a libation to the infer- 
nal POWER! OF MISCHIEF. After this, CURIOSITY, 

retiring to a withdrawing room, brought forth the 
VICTIMS, being to appearance a fettoffmall waxen 
images, which (he laid upon the table one after ano- 
ther. Immediately talkativeness gave each of 
them the name of fome one, whom for the time they 
were to reprefcnt; and censoriousness ftuckthem 
all about with black pins, dill pronouncing at every 
one (he ftuck, fomething to the prejudice of the per- 
fons reprefented. No fooner were thefe rites perform- 
ed, and incantations uttered, but the found of a fpeak* 
ing trumpet was heard in the air, by which they knew 
the Deity of the place was propitiated and aflifting. 
Upon this the fky grew darker, a ftormarofe, and mur- 
murs, (ighs, groans, cries, and the words of grief or rc- 
fentment were heard within it. Thus the three Sor- 
cerefTes difcovered, that they, whofe names they had 
given to the images, were already affe^ed with what 
was done to them in effigy. The knowledge of thii 
was received with the loudeft laughter, and in many 
congratulatory words they applauded one another's 
wit and power. 

As matters were at thb high point of diforder, the 
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muffled lady, whom I attended on, being na longer 
able to endure fuch barbarous proceedings, threw off 
her upper garment of reserv^e, and appeared to be 
TR.UTH, As fooD as ftic had confeflcd herfeH" prcfent^ 
the fpeaking trumpet ccasM to found, the fky cleared 
up, the ftorra abated, the noifes which were heard in it 
ended, the laughter of the company was ovier, and a 
ierene light, till then unknown to the place, was dif- 
fufed around it. At this the dete<5led SorcerefTes en- 
deavoured to efcape in a cloud which I faw began to 
thicken about them, but it was foon difperfed, their 
charms being controuled and prevailed over by the fa«- 
perior Divinity. For my part I was exceedingly glad to 
fee it fo, and began to confider what puni(hments flie 
would inflifl upon them. I fancied it would be proper 
to cutoff curiosity's ears, and fix them to the eavet 
of the houfes, tanail the tongue of talkatiyehess 
to Indian tables, and to put out the eyes o( cE^iso- 
&10VSNESS with a fiafh of her light. In refped of 
CREDULITY I had indeed fome little pity, and had I 
been judge, fhe might, perhaps, have efcaped with a 
hearty reproof. 

But I fbon found that the difcermng Jodge had o- 
ther defigns, (he knew them for fuch as will not be de*- ' 
firoyed entirely while mankind is in being, and yet 
ought to have a brand and punifhment af&xed to them 
that they may be avoided. Wherefore fhe took a feat 
for judgment, and had the Criminals brought forward 
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by SHAME ever blufhing, and trouble with a whip 
of many lafhes, two phantoms who had dogged die 
ProceffioD in difguife, and waited till they had an au- 
thority from TRUTH t© lay hands upon them. Imme- 
diately then (he ordered curiosity and TALKATIVE- 
NESS to be fettered togeth/er, that the one (hould never 
fuffer the other to reft, nor the other ever let her re- 
inaia undifcovered. Light credulity (he linkt to 
SHAME at the tormentor's own requeft, who was pleaf- 
led to be thus fecure that her prifoner fhouid not e- 
fcape; stfid this was done partly for her punifhment, 
mod partly for her amendment, cbn^soriousness 
was alio in like manner begged by trouble, and had 
her aiHgnM for an eternal companion. After they were 
thus chain'd with one another, by the judge's order, 
(he drove them from the prefence to wander for ever 
Aro* the wwld, with novelty ftalking before them. 
The caufe being now oter, (he retreated from (ight 
vithtn the fplendor of her own glory, which leaving 
the houfe it had brightned, the founds that were pro* 
per to the phcehegan to be as loud and confofed as 
when we entered, and there being no longer a dear 
diftiDguifhed appearance of any objefts reprefented to 
ne, I returned from the excurSon I had made ia 
fancy. 
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WHATEVER induftry and eagernefsthe raodeni 
difcoverers have (hewn for the knowledge of 
new countries, there yet^ remains an ample £eld in the 
creation to which they are utter ftrangers, and which 
all the methods of travelling hitherto invented, will 
never bring them acquainted with. Of this I can give 
a very particular inftance in an accident which lately 
happened to me. 

As I was on the 6th of this inftant, being Febru- 
ary 171^, walking with my eyes caft upward^ I fell 
into a reflexion on the vaft tradls of air which ap- 
pcar'd before me as uninhabited. And wherefore, faid 
I to myfelf, fhou'dall thisfpace be created ? can it only 
be for an odd bird to fly through, as now and then 
a roan may pafs a defart ? Or are there alfo kingdoms 
with their particular polities, and people of a fpecies 
which we know nothing of, ordain'd to live in it it ? 

It was in this manner I continued my thought, 
when my feet forfook the level, and I was infenfibly 
mounted in the air, till I arriv'd at a footing as firm 
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mnd level as what I had left. But with what furprize 
did I find myfelf among creatures diflindt from us in 
fhape and cuftoms ? 

The inhabitants are of a fmall ftature, below thole 
■which hiftory defcribes for Pigmies. The talleft of 
them exceed not fourteen or fifteen inches, and the leaft 
are hardly' three. This difference proceeds only from 
their growth before they are brought to light ; for af- 
ter we never obferve them to grow, unlefsit pleafe their 
parents, who have this uncommon method of enabling 
them : they recall them to the womb, where having 
been for fome time, they receive an addition to their 
bulk, then go back to their houfes, and continue at a 
ftand as thty did before. The experiment has been 
often try'd with fuccefs, but fome have fuffered ex- 
tremely by undergoing it. 

Their fkins are like the ancient Britains, all drawn 
over with a variety of figures. The colour made ufe of 
for this end, is generally black. I have indeed obferv- 
cd in fome of the religious, and lawyers of the country, 
red here and there intermingled, tho' not fo common- 
ly of late. They tell me too, they often us'd to paint 
with all colours ; and I vifited two or three of the old 
inhabitants, who were adorn 'd in that fafhion: but 
this is now difufed, fince the new inventions, by which 
the ufe of a black fountain that belongs to that coun- 
try, is rendered more ufeful and ferviceable. 

The cloaths in which they go clad, are the (kins 
S 2 
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of beafts, worn by fome plain, by others with figorot 
wrought upon them. Gold is alfomade ufe of by forec^ 
to beautify their apparel ; but very feldom filver, ua- 
lefs, as buckles are by us, for faftening the garment be- 
fore. 1 have feen fome of them go like feamen in thin 
^ blue fhirts, others like Indians in a party colour *d loofe 
kind of apparel, and others who they told me wti^ 
the Politicians of the country, go about ftark naked. 

The manner of dreffing them is this : at firft wheo 
they come into the ^yorld, they have a fuit given them^ 
which if it do not fit exadly, is not, as with us, fitted 
up again, but the children are in a cruel manner cut 
and fqueez'd to bring them to its proportion. Yet thi^ 
they feem not much to regard, provided their princi- 
pal parts are not affeaed. When the drefs is thus fet- 
tled on them, they are clad for life, i% being feldom 
their cuftom to alter it, or put it off: in ihort, they 
live in it night and day, and wear it to rags rather thai^ 
part with it, being fure of the fame torture, and a great- 
er danger if they (hould be drefs'd a fecond time. I 
have further taken notice, that they dehght to go o- 
pen breafted, moft of them fhewing their bofoms fpeck- 
led. Some Lawyers indeed wear them quite white, 
perhaps for diftindlion fake, or to be known at a dif- 
tance. But the fined (how is among the beaux and la- 
dies, who mightily affecft fomething of gold, both be- 
fore and behind them. 

Food I never faw them eat; they being a pec^le. 
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vfhOf IB I obfenred, live in air: their houfes are aU 
ikigle aod high, having no back rooms, but frequent- 
ly feven or eight (lories, which are all feperate houfet 
above one another. They have one gate. to their city, 
^ aod generally no doors to their houfes ; tho* I have 
ibmetiraes feen them have particular doors, and even 
made of glafs, where the inhabitants have been ob* 
(erv'd to (land many days, that their fine apparel may 
be feen thro* them. If at any time they lie down, which 
they do when they come from their habitations (as if 
coming abroad were their greatefl fatigue) they will be 
together in heaps without receiving hurt : though the 
founded (leep they get, is when they can have duft e- 
oough to cover them over. 

The females amongft them arc but few, nothing be- 
ing there produced by a marriage of fexes. The males 
^re of different (Irength or endowment of parts, feme 
having knowledge io an extream degree, and others 
none at all ; yet at the fame time, they are mighty pre- 
tenders to inftrudl others. Their Names, (for as many 
as wou'd difcover them to me) I obferv'd to be the 
Tery fame as ours are upon earth ; I met a few who 
made theirs, a myftery, but why, I am yet to learn. 
They are fo communicative, that they will tell all tht 
knowledge they boud, if a ft ranger apply himfelf to 
their converfation : and this may be worth his while, 
if he confiders that all languages, arts, and fciences, 
^re profcft amongft them. 1 think I may fay it with- 
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out vanity, that I knew a certain Talifman, with pro- 
per figures and charadters infcrib^d, whereby their great- 
eft people may be charm 'd, brought to refide with a man» 
and ferve him like a familiar in the condu<5t of life. 

There is no fuch thing as fighting amongfl them, 
but their controverfies aredetermin*d by words, where- 
in they feldom own themfelve? conquered, yet proceed 
no further than two or three replies : perhaps indeed 
two others take up their neighbours quarrel, but then 
they defift too after the fame manner ; fometimes how- 
ever, blows have enfu*d upon their account, though 
not amongft them : in fuch a cafe they have defcended 
to infpire mankind with their fentiments, and chofen 
champions from among us, in order to decide it. 

The time of their life is very different, forae die as 
foon as born, and others in their youth ; fome get a 
newleafe of life by their entering into the womb again, 
and if any weather it out to an hundred years, they ge- 
nerally live on to an extreme age. After which it is^ 
remarkable, that inftead of growing weaker as we do, 
by time, they increafe in ftrength, and become at laft 
fo confirmed' in health, that it is the opinion of their 
country, they never can perifh while the world re- 
mains. 

The fickncfles which may take them off, befides 
what happens from their natural weakn^fs of body, are 
of different forts. One is over- moifture, which affec- 
ting their manCons^ makes them lofe their complexi<> 
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ons, become deform'd, and rot away infenfibly : this 
is often obviated by their not keeping too much with- 
in doors. Another is the Worms, which prey upon 
their bowels : if they be maimed by accidents, they 
become like us, fo far ufelefs ; and that maim will fome 
time or other' be the occafion of their ruin. However, 
they perifti by thefe means only in appearance, and 
like fpirits, who vanifh in one place, to be feen in a- 
nother. But as men die of paffions, fo Difefteem is 
what the moft nearly touches them ; then they with- 
draw into holes and comers, and confume away in 
darknefs. Or if they are kept alive a few days by the 
force of Spices, it is but a fhort reprieve from their 
perilling to eternity; without any honour, but that 
in/lead of a burial, a fmall pyre of Paft fhould be erec- 
ted over them, while they, like the antient Romans^ 
are reduc'd to afhes. 

N. B. This Vifion is to be underftood of a Library 
•f Books. 
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PREFACE. 

TIT Av I NO Come time ago heard, that the Tranflation of 
-'- ^ Homer's 1LI4D would be attempted, I refolved to 
confer with the gentleman who undertook it. I found him of 
a tall prefence, and thoughtful countenance, with his hands 
folded, his eyes 6kM, and his beard untrimmM. This 1 took to 
be a good omen, becaufe he thus refembled the Conftantino- 
politan (tatue of Homer which Cedrenus defcribes ; and fur&f 
ly nothing cou'd have been liker, had he but arriv'd at the 
chara£ter of age and blindnefs. As my bufinefs was to be my 
introduction, I told him how much I was acquainted with the 
iecret hiftory of Homer; that no one better knows his own 
borfe, than I do the camel of Ba£tria, in which his foul refidcd 
at the time of the Trojan wars ; that my ac(|uaintance conti^ 
nued with him, as he appeared in the perfon of the Gredaa 
poet ; that 1 knew him in his next tvanfmigration into a pea- 
cock; was pleas'd with his return to manhood, under the 
name of Elnnius at Rome ; and more pleas'd to hear he wou'd 
foon revive under another name, with ail his full lufh'e, in 
England This particular knowledge, added I, which fprung 
irom the love I bear him, has made me fond of a converfation 
with you, in order to the fuccefs of your tranflation. 

The civil manner in which he received my propofal en- 
couraging me to proceed, 1 told him, there were arts of fuc- 
cefs, as well as merits to obtain it ; and that he, who now 
dealt in Greek, (hould not only fatisfy himfelf with being a 
good Gredan. but alfo contpve to haden into the repute of it. 
He might therefore write in the title-page, translated 
FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK, and fclcCt a motto for his 
purpofe out of the fame language He might obtain a copy of 
verfes written in it to prefix to the work ; and not call the 
titles of each book, the firft, and fecond, but iLf ad Alpha, 
and Beta. He might retain fome names which the world is 
lead acquainted with, as his old tranflator Chapman ufes E- 
t » 
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phaiftns Inf^ead of Vulcan, Baratrum for Hell ; and If the 
notes were filled with Greek ferfcs, it wou'd ihore increafe 
the wonder of many readers. Thus I went on ; when he told 
me ftnHing, I h/itd Oitwti hkA indeed a fct oF arts very diie- 
reni from merit, for which reafon, he thought, he ought not 
to depend upon them. A fuccef^, fays he, founled on the ig- 
norance of others, may bring a tetnpt^rary advantage, but nei- 
ther a confcbdS ratisfa€tiohj nor future fame to the author. 
Men of fenfe del^ife the aifc£tation which they eafiiy fee 
throiight and cv^n they who wete dazzled with it at firft, are 
no fooncr informed of its being an afft^dtiont but they ima- 
gine it alfo a veil to cover imperfection. 

The next point 1 ventured to fpeak on, was the fort of poe- 
try he intended to ufc ; how fome may fancy, a poet of the 
greateft fire would be imitated better in the freedom of blank 
▼trfe, and the delcription of war founds more pompous out of 
rhi;ne. But, will the tranflaiion, iaid he, be thus remov'd e- 
nough from profe, without greater inconveniences? what 
tr tnlpofiiions is Milton fbrc'd to, as an equivalent for want 
of rhime, in the poetry of a language which depends upon 
a natural order of words ^ And even this would not have done 
his hnfinefs, had ht not given the ftiUeft fcope to his genius, 
ky chufing a fnbjedt upon which there c< iHd be no hyperboles* 
"Wc fee (however he be defcrvedly fuccefsfol) that the ridi<. 
cule of his manner fucceeds better than the imitation of it; 
bccaufe tranfp»(kions, which are Unriatnral to a language, are 
to be fiurly detided, if they ^uin it by being frequently in* 
troduced; and becaiife hyperboles, whidi Outrage every leA 
ier AibjeCt where thty are fcriirtifly us'd, are often beautiful in 
ridicule. Let the French, whole language is not copious 
traniliie in profe; but ours, which exceeds it in copioufnefs of 
words, may have a more frequent likencfs of foUnds, to make 
the unifon or rhime eafi r ; a grace of mufic, that atones for 
the harlhnefs our coofohants ahd monolyllables occafioA. 

Attcr this, I demanded what air he would appear with? 
vrhctber aot^uatedi like CfaapdaaB's VcriioB, Or iiiodem» iik4 
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I^ Mdtte's Omfi-aaidn. To Which he aafwei »d, by iiCnihg 
me to ohferTc Wh«t a painter does yrho would aiway& h^Vc Ms 
pieces in faftiioli. Ht acither chuAts to draw a beauty in a 
raff, at a Fr6heh head; but with its neck uncovered, and in its 
naeufal ornaditnt of hair eilrlM vtp, oi fpread becomingly : £6 
txiay a Mter ckttCe a natural manner of expreffiiig htmfelf 
wlueh will al!^y^ ht in falhton, without ait^nf to born>w an 
odd ibhemirity aiid unintdiligible pomp froiki the paft timei, or 
humouring the pi^ient by falling into its aficOations, and 
tfeofe phrafei whteb are bom to die with it. 

J askM him. klWy, whethei* b« would be ftriAly literal, or 
expatiate \*ith furthef licences ? I would not be literal, re- 
plies he. or ty'd up to Itne for line In fuch a manner whettin 
it is impofOble to exprefs in one language what has been do- 
liver "d in anothtr. ' Nfcithfcr WouM 1 lo expatiate, as to alter 
my Author^ fentimtdts^ tyi add others of my own. Thefc er- 
rors arc to be avoided on either hind, by adhering not only 
to the word, bet the fpirit and gei^iiis of in author ; by con* 
fidering what he means, with what beautiful manner be has 
exprefsM his meahing in his own tongue, and how he «rou*d 
faave txprefsM himfelf, had it been in ours. Thus we ought 
to ttek for Homer in a verfion of Homer: other attempts arc 
iMit transformation of him ; fuch ai Ovid tells us, where the 
iMinie is retainU aikd the tfamg alter'd : this will be really whsit 
yam mentioii'd in the compliment you began wlih, a tranfmi- 
gration of the Poet from one cbutotry into another. 

Here itided the ferious part of our conference. All T re*, 
ineffibfer further was, that hiving askM him, what he ddign*d 
vmh all thdfe editions and comments I obierv'd in his roomf 
he made mfwer. that if any one, who had^a mind to find fault 
with bis performahce, would but ftay 'till h was entirely fi- 
ni(h*d, foe ^lou^el have a very cheap bargain of them. 

Sidce this difconrie, I have often reibW*d to try what it 
ins bo tranfttte in the fpirit of a writer, aikl at lad, rhofe i h x 
BATTLB DF THE FRuos AND MicK, which ii afaib'd t# 
Hoffiidr ; and kfukt a ncotet rdtUBbkaoe fo hit ilkd, tfaam 
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the Culez does to the Aeneid of Virgil. Sutint and others 
think it a work of youth, written as a prelude to his greater 
poems. Chapman thinks it the work of his age, after he 
found men ungrateful; to (hew he cou*d give ftrength, line- 
age and fame as he plcas'd, and praife a Moofe as well as a 
Man. Thus, fays he, the Poet profefledly flung up the world, 
and applyM himfelf at iaft to hymns. Now, tho' this reafoa 
of his may be nothing more than a fcheme form'd out of the 
order in which Homer's works are printed, yet does the con- 
jeAure that this poem was written after the Iliad, appear pro- 
bable, becaufe of its frequent allulions to that poem ; and par- 
ticularly that there is not a Frog or a Mouie kiU'd, which has 
not its parallel inflance there, in the death of fome warrior or 
other. 

The poem itfelf is of the epic kind ; the time of its a^oa 
the duration of two days ; the fubjcO (however its nature fri- 
volous, or ridiculous) rais'd, by having the mod fluning words 
and deeds of Gods and Heroes accommodated to it: and 
while other poems often compare the iiluftrious exploits of 
great men to thofe of brutes, this always heightens the fub- 
jc£t by comparifons drawn from things above it. We have a 
great character given it with refpe^t to the fable in Gaddins 
de Script, non Eccief. It appears, fays he, nearer perfe£tioQ 
than the Iliad, or Odyfles, and excels both in judgment, wit, 
and exquiAte texture, fince it is a poem perfed in its own 
kind Nor does Crufius fpeak lefs to its honour, wirh refpcQ 
to the moral, when he cries out in an apoftrophe to the reader; 
** Whoever you are, mind not the names of thefe little ani- 
** m'als, but look into the things they mean ; call them men, 
** call them kings, or counfellors, or hunun polity itfelf, you 
!• have here doctrines of every fort." And indeed, when I 
hear the Frog talk concerning the Moufe's family, I learn, e- 
quaiity (houM be obferv'd in making friend(htps ; when I hear 
the Moufc anfwer the Frog, 1 remember, that a (imilitiide of 
manners (hou*d be regarded in them ; when I fee their coun- 
dls aflembliog, I think ot the bdUa of human prndenccj 
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and vnhen I fee the battle grow warm and glorious, our ftrug- 
oles for honour and empire appear before me. 

This piece had many imitations of it in antiquity, as the 
fight of the Cats, the Cranes, the Starlings, the Spiders. &c. 
That of the Cats is in the Bodleian library, but 1 was not fo 
lucky as to find it I have taken the liberty to divide my tranf- 
lation into books (tho* it be other wife in the original) accord- 
ing as the fable allowM proper reOing places by varying itt 
iccne, or nature of a£Hon : this I did, after the example of A- 
ritlarchus and Zenodotus in the Iliad I then thought of car- 
rying the grammarians example further, and placing argu- 
ments at the head of each, which I fram M as follows, in i« 
micatioo of the (hort ancient Greek infcriptions to the Iliad. 
BOOK I. 
In Alpha, the ground 
Of the quarrel is found. 
BOOK II. 
In Beta, we 
The council fee. 

BOOK III. 
Dire Gamma reUtes 
The work of the fates. 
Bat as I am averfe from all information which ledens our 
Unrprize, 1 only mention thefe for a handle to quarrel with the 
cuftom of long arguments before a poem. It may be neceflary 
in books of controveriy or abdrufe learning, to write an epi- 
tome before each part ; but it is not kind to foredal us ir the 
work of fancy, and make onr attention remifs, by a previous 
account of the end of it 

The next thbg which employed my thoughts was the he- 
roes names. It might perhaps take off fomewhat from the 
majedy of the poem, bad I caft away fuch noble founds as, 
Fhyiignathus, Lycopinax, and Crambophagus, to fubAitute 
Bluffcheek, Lickdiih, and Cabbage eater in their places It if 
for this reafbn i have retained them untranflated : however, 
I place them ia fjigliih before the poem, and fometimes ^ve 
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a Qiort character extracted out of their names ; as in Poly- 
phonus, Hternophagus, 8cc. that the reader may not want 
fome light of their humour in the original. 

But what gave me a greater difficulty was, te know how I 
fhou'd follow the poet, when he inferred pieces of lines from 
his Iliad, and ftruck out a fprightlinefs by their new applica- 
tion. To-fupply this in my tranflation, I have added one of 
two of Homer's patticularities; and us'd two or three allufi- 
OBS to ibme of our iLnglift) poets who mod reiemMe him, to 
keep up ibme image of this fpirit of the original with an e- 
quivalent beauty. To ufe more, might make my perfor- 
mance feem a cento rather than a tranflation, to thofe who 
know not the necefOty i lay under. 

I am not ignorant, after all my care, how the world re- 
ceives the ht(k compofitions of this nature. A man need only 
go to a painter's, and apply what he hears faid of a pi^re 
to a tranflation, to find how he (hall be us'd upon his own, or 
his author's account. There one ^pedUtor tells you, a piece 
is extremely fine, but he fets no value on what is not like the 
face it was drawn for ; while a fecond informs you, fuch a- 
nother is extremely like, but he cares not for a piece of defor- 
mity, tho' its likenefs be never fo exa£t. 

Yet notwith(hnding ail which happens to the beft. when I 
tranflate, I have a defire to be reckon 'd amongft them ; and I 
OfsM obtain this, if the world will be Co good-natur'd as to be- 
lieve writers that give their own charaAers - upon which pre- 
fumpdon, I anfwer to all objeAions beforehand, as follows : 

When I am literal 1 regard my author's words; vrhcn I 
am not, I tranflate in his fpirit. If I am low, I chufe the nar- 
rative (tile; if high, the fubjtA requir'd it. When 1 am e» 
nervate, 1 ^ve an inftance of ancient (implicity ; y/bca tifftC' 
tpd, I fliow a point of modem delicacy As for beauties, there 
never can be one found in me which was not really intended; 
and for any faults, they proceeded from too unbounded fan- 
cy, or too nice judgment, but by no means from any dcfcd 
in (4(licr of tfaoTc facwities. 
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Pendentem volo Zoilum vidtre. 

Ma&tial. 

THEY who have diicours'd toncerning the oa* 
ture and extent of criticifm, take notice, that 
editions of authors, the interpretations of them, and 
the judgment which is pafs'd upon each, are the three 
branches into which the art divides itfelf. But the 
lad of thefe* that directs in the choice of books, and 
takes care to prepare us for reading them, is by the 
learned Bacon calPd the Chair of the Critics. In thil 
chair (to carry on the figure) have fate Ariftotle, De- 
roetiius Phaleraeus, DionyCus HalicarnafTenns, Ci^ 
cero, Horace, Quintilian, and Longinus; all great 
names of antiquity, the cenfors of thofe ages which 
went before, and the directors of thofe that coitie after 
them, with refpefl to the natural and perfpicuous man* 
Bers of thought and expreflion, by which a correct and 
U 
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judicious genius may be able to write for the pleafurc 
and profit of mankind. 

But whatever has been advanced by men really 
great in themlelves, has been alfo attempted by others 
of capacities either Unequal to the undertaking, or 
which have been corrupted by their paflions, and 
drawn away into partial Violences : fo that we have 
fometimes feen the province of Criticifm ufurp'd, by 
fuch who judge with an obfcure diligence, and a cer- 
tain drynefs of underdanding, incapable of compre- 
hending a figurative ftile, or being mov'd by the beau- 
ties of imagination ; and at other times by fuch, whofe 
natural morofenefs in general, or particular defigns of 
^ envy, has rendered them indefatigable againft the repu- 
tation of others* 

In this laft manner is Zoilus reprefented to us by 
antiquity, and with a charafler fo abandoned, that his 
name has been fince made nfe of to brand all fucceed- 
ing critics of his complexion. He has a load of in- 
famy thrown upon him, great, in proportion to the 
fame of Homer, againft whom he opposed himfelf : if 
the one was efteem'd as the very refidence of wit, the 
other is defcrib*d as a profligate, who wou'd deftroy 
the t€mple of Apollo and the Mufes, in order to have 
his memory preferv'd by the envious action. I imagine 
it may be no ungrateful undertaking to write fome ac- 
count of this celebrated perfon, from whom fo many 
derive their charadler ; and I think the life of a Cri- 
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tic is not UDfeafonably put before the works of his 
Tottf efpecially when his ceofures accompany him. If 
jx/hsLt he advances bejuft, he flands here as a cenfor; 
if otherwife, he appears as an addition to the poet's 
fame, and is placed before him with the jaAice of an- 
tiquity in its facrifices, when, becauf^ fuch a beafl had 
offended fuch a deity, he was brpught anqualJy to his 
altar to be ilain upon it. 

ZoiLus was born at Amphipolis a city of Thrace, 
during the time in which the Macedonian empire flou- 
rifh'd. Who his parents were, is not certainly known ; 
but if the appellation of Thracian flave, which the 
world apply*d to^him, be not merely an expreffion of 
contempt, it prbves him of mean extradion. He was 
a difciple of one Polycrates a fophift, who had diflin- 
guifhed himfelf by writing againil the great names of 
the ages before him ; and who, when he is mentioned 
as his mailer, is faid to be particularly famous for a 
bitter accufation or invedive againft the memory of 
Socrates. In this manner is ZoiLusfet out topofte- 
rity, like a plant naturally baneful, and having its poi* 
fon rendered more acute and fubtle by a preparation. 

In his perfon he was tall and meagre, his comple* 
xion was pale, and all the motions of his face were 
fharp. He is reprefented by Aelian, with a beard nou- 
rifh'd to 4 prodigious length, and his head kept clofe 
(ha^'d, to give him a magiderial appearance : his coat 
hung over his knees io a floyenly faihionj his man« 
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l^era were form'd opoa an averBon to the cnftoms ef 
|he wojM. He ws& food of fpeakiogill, diHgent to fow 
difleoGofi, and from the conftant b^t of his thought, 
had obtain *d that fort of readinefs for flander or re- 
fffoach, which is efteem^d wit hy the light o[>inion of 
jbme, who take the remarks of ill- nature, for an ud' 
derftapding of mankind, and the abrupt laihcs of rudo- 
nefs for the fpirit of expreffion. This, at hft, grew to 
fuch a height in him, that he became carekfs of con- 
ceaking it; he threw off all referves and managements 
in refp€<5l of others, and the pafHon £o far took the 
turn of a frenzy, that being one day aflc'd, why he 
fpoke ill of every one ? " It is (fays he) bccanfe I am 
** BOJt able to do them ill, tho^ I have fo great a mind 
** to it.'* Such extravagant decorations of his general 
enmity made Qien deal with him as with the creature 
he afFe<^d to be; they no more fpoke of him ^s be«* 
longing to thefpecies he hated; and from henceforth 
his learned fpeeches or fioe remarks cou'd obtain no 
«lher title for him, but that of the rhetcx&icai. 
noG. 

Whiie he wa^ in Maeedon he employ 'd h^ time ia 
wcitbg, and reciting whai he had written b the fchools 
ef Ibphifts. His oratory (fays Dionyfius PaHcamaT-* 
fcnfis) was always of the demonfltative kind, which 
concerns itielf about paife or di^raife. His iubje^s 
were the moA approv*d authprs, whom he chofe to ai 
b^ upon the account of their refutaiioaf aq^ to 
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%liOilift vritbcttt going round the matter mb {sunt prsufes 
Qir artificial infinaations, he us'd to deny their own 
cbara^rifti€$« With this galbotry of oppofition did 
be cenfure Xeoophou fat afedtatioD^ Plato for vulgar 
notions, and ifocrates for incorredtnefs. Demodhe* 
DCS, in his opimon, wanted fire» Aridotle fubtility and 
^riftophanes hnmoar. But, as to have reputation was 
with him a fufidont caufe of enmity, fo to have that 
reputation univerfal, was what wrought his frenzy to 
its wiMeft degree: for which reafon it wis Homeu 
with whom he was nooft impbcably angry. And cer^ 
taiply, if envy ehoofe its obje6l for the power to give 
torment, it (hou'd here (if ever) have the glory of ful- 
ly anfwcriog its intentions; for the Poet wasfowor- 
fiupVi by the whole age, that his Critic had not the 
common alleviation of the optnion of one other man, 
to concur in his condemnation. 

2 o iLU s however went on with inckfatigabte induf- 
tsj m a vokinsinous work, which he intitled, t h i "fiyoi 
or CftM au&i OF Homer : till having at hA finiih'd it, 
he prepares to fend it into the world with a pompoul( 
lM» at the head, invoued for himfi^if by way oi excel- 
lency, and thua inferted after the manner of the anci* 
ents. 

*'Zo»Lvs,thefconrgeof HoMsa, writ this againft 
^ that lover of fables.'' 

Tkis did he vakic him&lf vpon a work, which tbt 
world has not thought woctb uao&iittiog tans, ail4 
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but juft left a fpecimeD in five or fix quotations, which 
happen to be ^referv'd by the commentators of that 
Poet againft whom he writ it. If any one be fiond to 
form a judgment upon him from thefe inftances, they 
are as follows : 

IL^ I. He fays, Homer is very ridiculous (a word 
he was noted to apply to him) when he makes fuch a 
God as Apollo employ himfelf in killing dogs and 
mules. 

Il . 5 . Ho M E R is very ridiculous in defcribing Di o« 
MEDEs' helmet and armour, as fparkling, and in a 
blaze of fire about him ; for then why was he not 
burn'd by it ? 

Il . 5 . When Id A e u s quitted his fine chariot, which 
was entangrd in the fight, and for which he might haye 
been flain, the Poet was a fool for making him leave 
his chariot, he had better have run away in it. 

II. 24. When Achilles makes Priam lie out oif 
his tent, left the Greeks (hou'd hear of his being there, 
the Poet had no breeding, to turn a king out in that 
manner. 

Od. 9. ThePoet fays, Ulysses loft an eqnal num- 
ber out of each ftiip. The Criuc fays, that's impof- 
fible. 

Od. I o. He derides the men who were tum'd into 
fwine, and calls them Homer's poor little blubbering 
pigs. The firft five of thefe remarks are found ioDi- 
DYMUS9 thelaftin Lomginv9. 
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Such as thefe are the cold jefts and trifling quar- 
rels, which have been regiftred from a compofition, 
that (according to the reprefentation Handed down to 
us) was bom in envy, liv'd a (hort li^ in contempt, 
and lies for ever bury'd with infamy. 

But, as his defign was judg'd by himfelf wonder- 
fully well accomplifti^d, Macedon began to be eftecm'd 
a ftagc too narrow for his glory ; and Egypt, which 
had then taken learning into its jiatronage, the proper 
place where it ought to difFufe its beams, to the fur- 
prize of all whom he wou'd perfuade to reckon them- 
felves hitherto in the dark, and under the prejudices 
of a falfe admiration. However, as he had prepar'd 
bimfelf for the journey, he was fuddenly diverted for 
a while by the rumour of the Olympic games, which 
were at that time to be celebrated. Thither he fteer'd 
his courfe, full of the memory of Herodotus, and o- 
thers who had fuccefsfully recited in that large aflem- 
bly ; and pleas 'd to imagine he fhou'd alter all Greece 
in their notions of wit before he left it. 

Upon his arrival, he found the field in its prepara- 
tion for divetfion. The chariots flood for the race, 
carv'd and gilded, the horfes were led in coflly trap- 
pings, fome praflisM towreflle, fome to dart the fpear, 
(or whatever they defign 'd to engage at) in a kind of 
fiourifh beforehand : others were looking on, to amufc 
themfelves ; and all gaily drefs'd, according to the cuf- 
tom of thofe places . Through thefe did Z o i l u s move 
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forward, bald-headed, bearded to the middle, in along 
fad- coloured veftment, and inflexibly ftretching forth 
his hands (U'd with volumes roH'd up to a t2& thick- 
Defs : a figure moft venerably flovenly ! able to de- 
mand attention upoo account of its oddneft. And in- 
deed, he had no (boner fix'd himfeif upon an eminAnce, 
but a crowd flock 'd about him to know what fac in^ 
tended. Then the Critic ca(Hng hit eyes on the ringy 
open*d his volume flowly, as confidering with what 
part he mud mod properly entertain his audience. It 
happen *d, that the games at Patroclut* obfequies came 
firfl into his thought ; whether it was that he judg'd 
it fuitable to the place» or knew that he had falPn as 
well upon the games themfelves^ as upon Hombr for 
celebrating them, andcou'd not reiifl his natural difpo* 
fition to give mankind oflence. Every one was now 
intently faften'd upon him, while he undertook to 
prove, that thofe games (ignify'd nothing to the taking 
of Troy, and therefore only furnifh'd an impertinent 
Epifode : that the fall of the lefler Ajax in cow-dung^ 
the fquabble of the chariot-race, and other accidents 
which attend fuch fports, are mean or trifling , and a 
world of other remarks, for which he (lill affirm'd 
Homer to be a fool, and which they that heat-d him 
took for (ludy'd invedlivcs againft thofe exercifes they 
were then employ 'd in. Men who freqoent fports, as 
they are of a chearful difpolition, fo are they lovers of 
poetry : this, together with the opinion they were af- 
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/hmtcdy wrought them ap to iQipiadeace and Airthei* 
licences: there was particularly a yoang Athenian 
gentleman, who was to ran three chariots io thofe 
games, who being an adnurer of Homer, could no 
longer contain himfelf, but cry^d out, *^ What in th^ 
^* name of Castor have we here, Zoilus fron^ 
'^ Thrace?'* and as he faid it, ftruck him with a 
chariot whip. Immediately then a hundred whips were 
ieen curling round his head ; fb that his face, natural- 
ly deform*d, and heighten 'd by pain to its utmoft Ca- 
ricatura> appeared in the midft of them, as we may 
fancy the vifage of Gnvy, if at any time her fnakei 
riTe in rebellion to laih their miifirefs. Nor was thit 
fill the puniOiment they decreed him, when once they 
imagin'd he was Zoilus: the Scyronian rocks wer^ 
fiear 'em, and thither they hurried him with a genera) 
o-y, to that fpeedy juftice which is pra6tis'd at placey 
ofdiyerCon. 

It is here, that, according to Suidas, thecriuc ex* 
pir'd. But we following the more numerous tcfiimo* 
sies of other authors, conclude he efcap'd either by 
the lownefs of thofe rocks whence he was thruft, or 
by bu(he8 which might break his fall ; and foon after 
following the courfes of his firft intention, he fet fail 
for Egypt. 

Egypt was at this time goyem'd by Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphut, a prince paffionately food of learning, and 
learned men; particularly an admirer of Homer to 
X 
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adoration. He had built the fineft Kbrary id the worlds 
and made the choicefl, as well as moll namerous col- 
ledion of books. No encouragements were wanting 
from him to allure men of the brighteft genius to his 
court, and no time thought too much which he fpent 
in their company. From hence it is that we hear of 
Eratosthenes and Aristophanes, thofe univer- 
fal fcholars, and candid judges of other mens perfor- 
mances : Callimachus, a poet of the moft eafy, 
courteous delicacy, famous for a poem on the cutting of 
Berenice's hair, and whom Ovid fo much admired 
as to fay, " It was reafon enough for him to love a 
*' woman, if (he would but tell him he exceeded Cal- 
** LiMACHus;'* Theocritus, the mod famous in 
the pafloral way of writing; and among the young 
men, Aristakchus and Apollonius Rhooius, 
the one of whom proved a moft judicious critic^ the 
other a poet of no mean charadler. 

Thefe and many more fill'd the court of that mu- 
nificent prince, whofe liberal defpenfations of wealth 
and favour became encouragements to every one to 
exert their parts to the utmoft ; hke dreams which flow 
through different fort« of foils, and improve each in 
that for which it was adapted by nature. 

Such was the court when Zoilus arriv'd ; but be- 
fore he entered Alexandria, he fpent a night in the 
temple of iGs, to enquire of the fuccefs of his undcr- 
UkxBg; not that he doubted the worth of his works^ 
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but his late misfortune had indruAed him, that others 
might be ignorant of it. Having therefore perform 'd 
the accuftom*d facrifice, and composed himfeif to reft 
ppon the hide, he had a vifioo which foretold of his 
future fame* 

He found himfeif fitting under the (hade of a dark 
yew, which was cover'd with hellebore and hemlock, 
and near the mouth of a cave, where fat a monfter, 
pale, wafted, furrounded with fnakes, foft Ving acocka* 
trice in her bofom ; and curfing the fun, for making 
the work of the deities appear in its beauty. The 
fight of this bred fear in him ; when fhe fuddenly turn- 
ing her funk eyes, put on a hideous kind of a loving 
grin, in which he difcover'd a refemblance to fome of 
bis own features. Then turning up her fnakes, and 
interlacing them in the form of a turbant, to give him 
kfs difguft, thys (he addrefs'd herfelf : ** Go on, my 

V fon, in whom 1 am renew d, and profpcr in thy 
** brave undertakings on mankind : affert their wit to 
*^ be dulnefs; prove their fenfe to be folly; know 
** truth only when it is on thy own fide : and acknow- 
*^ ledge learning at no other time to be ufcful. Spare 
*^ not an author of any rank or fize ; let not thy tongue 
** or pen know pity ; make the living ^eel thy accufa- 
** tions ; make the ghofts of the dead groan in their 
** tombs for their violated fame. But why do I fpend 
•* t me in needlefs advice, which may be better ufcd in 

V encouragement ? J^t thy eyes dehght themlelves with 

X 2 
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** the foture recom^nce which I have referv*d for thy 

•* merit." Thus fpoke the monfter, and fhrick'd th^ 

Oaroe of Zoilus : the (hades, who were to bear the 

£Lme name after him, became obedient ; and the itaouth 

of the cave was fili'd with fhrange fupercilious counter 

fiances, which all crowded to make their appearaBce, 

Thefe began to march before him wkb an imita^oii of 

bis mein and manners : fome crowned wi^ wild far* 

vel, others having leaves of dead bays minted amoogft 

It ; whilft the monfler fM delbib^i them a&he pa&'d, 

and touched each with a livid trafi of m(a%nant )igbt« 

^t (hot from her eye, ta point where ftte meant the 

delcription. ** They (fays (he) in the chapkts ^ wiM 

^' farrel, are my writers of profe, who trt€t leaodal 

^^ into criticifm : they who wear the wkher'd bay wkb 

^^ it, are fach who write poeras^ which are profefled* 

" ly to anfwer all rdes, and be left far paftterns tc^ 

^ men of genius. Thele that falk>w (hall attack odiers, 

" becaufc they are cxcelPd by them. The next rank 

^' (hall make an author's being'read, a fufiicient gr&mi 

** of <^>po(ition. Here mareh my grammarians, &d\Vd 

** to torture words ; there my fons of fophiftry, ever 

** ready to wveft a meaning. Obierve how faint the 

** foremoft of the proce(fion appear; and how they 

*^ are now loft in yonder mi(b, which roll aboot the 

^ cave of oblivion I diis (hews, it is not for them- 

^ (elves that they are to be known; the world wiff 

^* con(ider them only aa managing a part of t^ co- 
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•* dowmems, and fo know them by thy name while 
** they live, that their own fliall be loft for ever. But 
*• fee how my cave ftill fwarras ! how every age pro- 
«* duces men, upoD whom the prefervation of thy me- 
^ xaoTf devolves. My darling, the fates have decreed 
^* it i thou art Zoilus, and Zoilus ftiall be eternal. 
" Come, my fcrpents, applaud him with your hiffes, 
« that 19 all which now can be done; in modem 
•• times^ my foos (hall ravent loader inftruments, ancf 
•* artificial imitations ; noifes which drown the voictf 
^ of merit, fhall fumifli a concert to delight them/' 
Here fl»e arofe to dafp him iu her arms, a ftrange noife 
was heard, the oilic ftartcd at it, and his vifion for- 
fix^him. 

It was with fbmc conftifion, that he lay mufing a 
while upon what he had feew ; bat reflccfling, that the 
Goddefs had ^ven him no anfwer concerning his fuc- 
ccfs in Egypt, he ftrengthen'd his heart in his ancient 
felf-love and emnity to others, and took all for an idle 
dteam bom of the fumes of indigeftion, or produced 
hy the dizzy motion of his voyage. In this ppinioo, 
he told it at his departure to the prieft, who admiring 
the extraordinary relation, regiftred i% in hieroglyphic^ 
at Canopus. 

The day when he came to Alexandria was one on 
which the king had appointed games to Apollo andl 
the Muses, and honours and rewards for fuch writers 
as fhoa'd appear in thera.. This he took for a happy* 
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omen at his entrance, and, not to lofe an opportunity 
of Ihewing himfelf, repaired immediately to the public 
theatre ; where, as if every thing was to favour him, 
the very firit accident gave his fpleen a diverfion, which 
we find at large in the poem of the feventh book of 
ViTRUvius. It happened that when the poets had re- 
cited, fix of the judges decreed the prizes with a full ap- 
probation of all the audience. From this, Aridopha- 
Qes alone difTented, and demanded the firft prize for 
^ perfon wbofe bafhful and interrupted manner of 
fpeaking made him appear the mod diiguflful : for he 
(fays the judge) is alone a poet, and all the refl re- 
citers ; and they who are judges, (hou'd not approve 
thefts, but writings. To maintain his afiertion, thofe 
volumes were produc'd from whence they had been 
ftolPn : upon which, the king ordered them to be for* 
ipally try'd for theft, and difmifsM with infamy ; but 
placed Aridophanes over his library, as 9ne, who had 
given a proof of his knowledge in books. This paf- 
fage ZoiLy s often afterwards repeated with pleafure, 
for the number of difgraces which happened in it to 
the pretenders in poetry ; tho' his envy made him ftill 
^areful not to name Ariflophanes, but a judge in ge^ 
neral. 

However, criticifra had only a fhort triumph over 
poetry, when he made the next turn his own. by ftep* 
ping forward into the place of reciting. Here he imr 
l^ediately rais'd the curiofity, and drew the a^teotion 
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of both king and people - but, as it happened, neither 
the one nor the other lafted ; for the firft fentence 
where he had rcgiftred his own name, fatisfied their cu- 
riofity ; and the next, where he offered to prove to a 
couit fo devoted to Hom£r, that he was ridiculous in 
every thing, went near to finifh his audience. He was 
neverthelefs heard quietly for fome time, till the king 
feeing no end of his abufing the prince of philological 
learning, (as Vitruvius words it) departed in difdain. 
The judg es followed, deriding his attempt as an ex- 
travagance which cou'd not demand their gravity; 
and the people taking a licence from the precedent, 
hooted him away with obloquy and indignation. Thua 
ZoiLus fail'd at his fiift appearance, and was forc'd 
to retire, ftung with a moft impatient fenfe of public 
contempt. 

Yet notwithftanding all this, he did not omit his 
attendance at court on the day following, with a peti- 
tion that he might be put upon the eftablifhment of 
learning, and allow'd a penfion. This the king read, 
but return'd no anfwer : fo great was the fcorn he 
conceiv'd againft him. But Zoilus ftill undauntedly 
renew'd his petitions, 'till ProLtMy, being weary of 
his perfecution, gave him a flat denial. Homf r, (fays 
the prince) who has been dead thefc thoufand years, 
has maintained thoufands of people ; and Zoilus, who 
boafts he has more wit than he, ought not only to 
maiotain himfelf, but many others alfo. 
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His petitions bdng thrown carelefly aboat, were 
fell'n into the hands of men of wit, whom, according 
XQ his cuftom, he had provoked, and whom it is unfafe 
to provoke if you wou'd live upexpos*d, I can com* 
pare them to nothing more properly, than to the Bee, 
9 creature wing'd and lively, fond to rove through the 
choicefl flowers of nature, and bkft at home among 
the fweets of its own compodtion : not ill-natur'd, 
yet quick to revenge an injury ; not wearing its fting 
out of the fheath, yet able to wound more forely than 
its appearance would threaten. Now thefe being made 
perfonal enemies by his malicious expreifions, the court 
rung with petitions of Zo ilu s tranfvers'd ; new peti- 
tions drawn up for him ; catalogues of h{s merits, fup* 
pos'd to be co)le<aed by himfelf ; bis complaints of 
man's injuftice fet to a harp out of tune, and ^ hundred 
Other fports of fancy, with which their epigrams play'd 
upon him, Thefe were the ways of writing which 
?OiLu» hated, becaufe they were not only read, but 
retaio'd eafily, by reafon of their fpirit, humour, and 
brevity; and becaufe they not only make the man a 
jeft upon whom they are written, but a farther jeft, if 
he attempt to anfwer them gravely. However, he did 
what he cou'd in revenge, he endeavour'd to fet thofc 
whom he envy'd at variance among themfelves, and 
iqvented lyes to promote his ddign. He told Eratof- 
thenes, that Qdlimachus faid, bis extent of learning 
confided but in afuperficial knowledge of the foiences; 
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id whif^'d Callimachus, that Eratofthenes only al- 
low*d him to have an artful habitual koack of verfify- 
isi^. He would have made Ariftophanes believe, that 
7*iieocrttus rally'd his knowledge ia editions, as a cu- 
rious kind of trifling ; and Theocritus, that Arido^ 
phases derided the ruftical (implicity of his fhepherdi, 
The* of all his ftortes, that which he moft valued him- 
lelf for, was his conftant report, that every one whom 
he hated was a friend to Antiochus king of Syria, 
the enemy of Ptolemy. 

But malice is unfuccefsful when the character of its 
agent is known : they grew more friends to one ano- 
ther, by imagining, that even what had been faid, ai 
^ireli as what had not, was all of Zoilus*s invention ; 
and as he grew more and more the common jeft, their 
derifion of him became a kind of life and cement to 
their cooverfation. 

Contempt, poverty, and other misfortunes had now 
fo affaulted him, that even they who abhorr'd his tem- 
per, contributed {bmething to his fupport, in common 
humanity. Yet ftill his envy, like a vitiated (lomach, 
converted every kindnefs to the nourifhment of his dif- 
eafe ; and 'twas the whole bufinefs of his life to revile 
HoMiR, and thofe by whom he himfelf fubfifted. In 
this humour he had days, which were fo given up to 
impatient ill- nature, that he could neither write any 
thing, nor converfe witK any one. Thefe he fometimes 
.^ploy'd in throwing ftones at children ; which was 
Y 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



i70 T H E L I F E 

once fo unhappily retarn*d upon him, that he was ta- 
ken up for dead : and this occafion'd the report in foioc 
authots, of his being ftoned to death in Egypt. Or, 
fometimes he convey*d himfelf into the library, where 
he blotted the name ofHo me r wherever he could meet 
It, and tore the beft editions of feveral volumes ; for 
which the libraiians debarred him the privilege of that 
place. Thefe and other mifchiefs made him univcrfal!- 
ly fhunn'd; nay, to fuch an extravagance was his cha- 
ra^er of envy carry 'd, that the more fuperftitious E- 
gyptians imagined they were fafcinated by him, if the 
day were darker, or themfelves a little heavier than 
ordinary ; fome wore fprigs of rue, by way of preven- 
tion ; and others, rings made of the hoof of a wild afs 
for amulets, left they fhould fufFer, by his fixing an eye 
upon them. 

It was now near the time, when that fplendid temple 
which ProiEMYbuilt inhonourofHoM£R, wasto be 
open'd with a folemn magnificence : for this the men 
of genius were employ'd in finding a proper pageant, 
/t lafh they agreed by one confent, to have Zoilus, 
the utter enemy of Homer hang'd in effigy; and the 
day being come, it was on this manner they formed 
the proceflion. Twelve beautiful boys, lightly habited 
in white, with purple wings reprefenting the Hours, 
went on the foremoft, after thefe, came a chariot ex- 
ceeding high and ftately, where fat one reprefenting 
Afolxo^ widi' another at his feet, who in this pomp 
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(uftainM the perfon of Homer : Apollo's laurel had 
little gilded points, like the appearance of rays between 
its leaves; Homer's was bound with a blue fillet, like 
that which is worn by the priefts of the Deity : Apollo 
was diftinguifli'd by the golden harp he bore ; Homer, 
by a volume, richly beautify *d with horns of inlaid ivo- 
ry, and taflels of filver depending from them. Behind 
thefe came three chariots, in which rode nine damfels, 
each of them with that inftrument which is proper to 
each of the Mufes ; among whom. Calliope, to give 
her the honour of the day, fate in the middle of the 
Cecond chariot, known by her richer veftments. Af- 
ter thefe matched a folemn train aptly habited, like 
thofe fciences which acknowledge their rife or improve- 
ment from this Poet, Then the men of learning who 
attended the court, with wreaths, and rods or fcepters 
of laurel, as taking upon themfelves the reprefentation 
of Rhapfodifls, to do honour, for the time, to Homer. 
In the rear of all was (lowly drawn along an odd car- 
riage, rather than a chariot, which had its (ides art- 
fully turn'd, and carv'd fo as to bear a relemblance to 
the heads of fnarling madiS. In this was borne, as 
led in triumph, a tali image of deformity, whofe head 
was bald, and wound about with nettles for a chaplet. 
The tongue lay lolling out, to (hew a contempt of man- 
kind, and was fork'd at the end, to confefs its love 
to detraction. The hands were manacled behind, and 
the fingers arm'4 with long nails, to cat deep through 
Y 2 
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the margins of authors. Its vefture was of the paper 
of Nilus, bearing infcrib'd upon its bread in capital 
ktters, ZOILUS THE HOMERO-MASTIX ; and all 
the reft of it was fcrawl'd with Tarious monfters of 
^at river, as emblems of thofe productions with which 
that critic us'd to fiUhis papers. When they had reach*d 
the temple, where the king and his court were abread]r 
plac'd to behold them from its galleries, the image of 
Zoii<u s was hung upon a gibbet, there ereded for it, 
with fuch loud acclamations as witnefs'd the people's 
fatisfadlion. This being fini(h'd, the hours knock'd 
at the gates, which flew open, and difcover'd the ftatue 
of Homer magnificendy feated, with the pi^ures of 
thofe cities which contended for his birth, rang VI in 
prder around him. Then they who reprefepted the 
Peities in the procefBon, laying afide their enfigns of 
divinity, uflicr*d in the men of learning with a found 
of voices, and their various inftruments, to aifift at a 
facrifice in honour of Apollo and his favourite Homer, 
It may be eafily believ'd, that Zoi|.us concluded 
his affairs were at t|ie utmoft point of defperation in 
Egypt ; wherefore, fill'd with pride, fcom, anger, vexa- 
tion, envy, (and wl^ateyer cou'd torment him, ezcepi 
the knowledge of his unworthinefs) he flung himfelf a- 
board thefirftflup which left that country. Asithap- 
pen'dy the vfflel he fail'd in was bound for Afia Minor, 
and this landing him at a port the nearefl to Smyrna, 
he was a litde pleas'd amidft his mifery to think of de^ 
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crying Hon ir in another place where he vas ador'd, 
apd which chiefly pretended to his birth. So iocorri- 
gftble was his difpofition, that no experience taught him 
any thbg which might contribute to his eafeandfafety. 
And as his experience wrought nothing on him, fo 
iieither did the accidents, which the opinion of thoTe 
times took for ominous warnings : for, he is reported 
tpharefeen, the night he came to Smyrna, a venerable 
perfoo, fuch as Homkh is defcrib*d by antiquity, 
threatning him in a dream ; and m the morning he 
found a part of his works gnaw*d by Mice, which, fays 
^elian, are of all beafts the mod prophetic ; infomuch 
that they know when to leave a houfe, even before its 
fall is fufpe^ied. £nvy, which has no relaxation, (till 
bnrry'd him forward ; for it is certainly true that a man 
Ijas not firmer refolution from reafbn, to ftand by a 
good principle, than obftinacy fro^ perverted naturf 
to adhere to a bad one. 

In the morning as he walk'd the ftreet, he obfirrv'4 
ip fome places infcriptions concembg Homer, which 
ipform'd liim where he liv*d, where he had taught 
{chool, andfeveral other particalarities which the Smyr* 
neans glory to hav^ recorded of him; all which awa- 
l^n*d and irritated the pafSons of ^oi|.us. But hi| 
temper was qqite overthrown, by the venerable ap* 
pearance which he faw, upon entering the Homereum ; 
which is a building composed of a library, porch, ami 
^^j^le ereded to Home e. Here a phrenzy feized hin^ 
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which knew no bounds ; he rav'd violently agalnft the 
Poet, and all his admirers ; he trampled on his works, 
he fpurn'd about his commentators, he tore down his 
bufts from the niches, threw the medals that were caft 
of him out of the windows, and paffing from one place 
to another, beat the aged priefls, and broke down the 
altar. The cries which were occadoned by this means 
brought in many upon him ; who obferv'd with horror 
how the mod facred honours of their city were pro- 
phan*d by the frantic impiety of a Granger ; and im* 
mediately dragg'd him to punifhment before their ma- 
giftrates, who were then fitting. He was no fooner 
there, but known for Zoilus by fome in court, a 
name along time mod hateful to Smyrna; which, as 
it valued itfelf upon the birth of Homer, fo bore more 
impatiently than other places, the abufes offer*d him. 
This made them eager to propitiate his fliade, and 
claim to themfelves a fecond merit by the death of 
Zoilus; wherefore they fentencM him to fuffer by 
fire, as the due reward of his defecrations ; and order'd, 
that their city fhould be purified by a luftration, for 
having entertained fo impious a gueft. In purfuance 
to this fentence, he was led away with his compofi- 
tions born before him by the public executioner : then 
was he faflen*d to the flake, prophefying all the while 
how many (hould arife to revenge his quarrel ; parti* ' 
oularly, that when the Greek (hould be no more a Ian* 
|[uage, there (hall be a nation which will both tr^« 
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late Homer into Profe, and coutradt him in vcrfe. At 
laft, his compofitions were lighted to fet the pile on 
fire, and he expir'd fighing for the lofs of them, more 
than for the pain he fufTer'd: and perhaps too, be- 
caufe he might forefee in his prophetic rapture, that 
there (hou'd arife a poet in another nation, able to do 
Homer judice, and make him known amongll his 
people to future ages. 

Thus dy'd this noted critic, of whom we may ob- 
ferve frome the courfe of the hiftory , that as feveral ci- 
ties contended for the honour of the birth of Homer, 
fo feveral have contended for the honour of the death 
of ZoiLus. With him likewife perifh'd his great work 
on the Iliad, and the Odyssey; concerning which 
we obferve alfo, that as the known worth of Homer's 
poetry makes him furvive himfelf with glory ; fo the 
bare memory of Zoilus's criticifm makes him fur- 
vive himfelf with infamy. Thefe are defervedly the 
confequences of that ill- nature which made him fond 
ofdetradion; that Envy, which made him choofe fo 
excellent a charadter for its objed ; and thofe partial 
Methods of Injuftice, with which he treated the objedl 
be had chofen. 

Yet how many commence critics after him, upon the 
fame unhappy principles ? How many labour to deftroy 
the monuments of the dead, and fummon up the great 
from their graves to anfwer for trifles before them ? how 
iiiaDy» by mifreprefeatatioos» both hinder the world 
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from fa?ouriog men of genius, and difcourage thcift 
themfelves; like boughs of a baneful and barren 
nature, that &oot acrofs a fruit-tree ; at once to fcreea 
the fun from it, add hinder it by their droppings fhwa 
producing any thing of value? but if thefe who thus 
follow Zoitus, meet not the fame fevcrities o( fate* 
becaufe they come (hort of his indefatigablenefs, or 
their objed is not fo univerfally the concern of man- 
kind; they Aall DeVerthelefs meet a proportion of it 
in the inward trouble they give themfelves, and the 
outward contempt others fling upon them ; a puni(h- 
ment which every one has hitherto felt, who has real- 
ly deferv'd to be call'd a Zoilus ; and which will al- 
Ways be the natural reward of fuch mens aaioos, it 
long as ZoiLi^s is the proper name of envy. 
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Z O I L U S's 

REMARKS. 



Ingenium magni livor detreiiat am/ei, 
^i/quis ei ex Wo, ZoiU, nomen habes, 

I MUST do my Reader the jafticey before I enter 
upOQ thefe Not is of Zoilus, to inform him» 
diat I hare not in any author met this work afcrib'd to 
him by its tide, which has made me not mention it ia 
the Life. But thus much in general appears, that he 
wrote federal things befides his cenfure on the Iliad^ 
which, as it gives ground for this opinion, encourages 
me to offer an acount of the Treatife. 

Being acquainted with a grave gentleman who 
Searches after Editions, purchafes Manufcripts, and 
colleds Copies, I apply'd to him for fome Editions of 
this Poem, which he readily obliged me with. But, ad- 
ded he, taking down a paper, 1 doubt I ftiall difcou- 
rage you from your tranflation, when I (how this work^ 
vrhich is written upon the original, by Zoilus, the 
famous adverfary of Homer. Zoaus! faid I with 
Z 



^ 
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furpnze ; I thought his works had long (ince perifh'd. 
They have fo, anfwcr'd he, all, except this little Piece, 
which has a preface aimex'd to it acountiDg for its 
prefenration. It feeros, when he parted from Macedon, 
he left this behind him where he lodg'd, and where no 
one entered for a long tin^i^) it\ detedation o£ the odi- 
cufnefs of his character, 'till Maevius arriving there in 
his travels, and being deiirous to lie in the fame room, 
luckily found it, and brought it away with him. This 
the author of the Preface imagines the reafon of Ho- 
race's wifhing Maevius, in the loth Epode, fuch a 
(hipwreck as Homer defcribes ; as it were with an eye 
to his having done fomething difadvantageous to that 
Poet. From Maevius, the piece came into the hand of 
Carbilius Piftor, (who, when he wrote againft Virgil, 
calPd his book, with a refpedlful imitation of Zoilus, 
the Aeneidomastix) and from him into the hands 
of others who are unknown, becaufe the world apply *d 
to them no other name than that of Zoi lus, in order to 
fink their own in oblivion. Thus it ever found fome 
learned philologift or critic, to keep it fecret from the 
rage of Homer's admirers ; yet not fo fecret, but that 
it has dill been communicated among the literati. 
I am of opinion, that our great Scaliger borrow'd 
it, to work him up when he writ fo fharply againft 
Cardan ; and perhaps Le Clerc too, when he prov'd 
Q^ Curtius ignorant of every particular branch of 
learning. 
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This formal account made me give attention to 
what the book contained ; and^ I mull acknowledge, 
that whether it be his, or the workof fome gramma- 
rian, it appears to be writ in his fpirit. The open pro- 
feffion of enmity to great genius's, and the fear of no- 
thing fo much as that he majr not be able to find faults 
enough, are fuch refemblances of his ftrongeft features, 
that any one might take it for his own produdtion. 
To give the world a notion of this, I have made a, 
colleifHon of fome Remarks, which moft (truck me, 
4uring that fhort time in which I was allow'd to per* 
life the Mabufcript, 
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Pag. 43. Ver. i. 

^ I ^O FILL MY RISING SONG.] " As Protagorai 
•*• " the fophift found fault with the begioDing of 
** the UiADy for its fpeaking to the Mufe rather with 
** an abrupt command, than a folemn invocation ; fb 
** I, fays ZoiLUS, doonthe other band find fault with 
** him for ufing any iuTOcatiop at all before this poem, 
** or any fuch trifles as he is the author of. If he muft 
" ufe one, Protagoras is in the right; if not, I am: 
*' this I hold for true criticifm, notwithflanding the 
[* opinion of Ariftotlcagainft us. Nor let any one lay 
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** a ftrcfs on Ariftotle in this point ; he alas ! knows 
♦* nothing of Poetry but what he has read in Homer ; 
** his rules are all extradled from him, or founded in 
♦* him. In ftiort, Homer's works are the examples of 
** Ariftotle*8 precepts; and Ariftotle's precepts the 
•* methods Home r wrought by," From hence it is to 
be concluded as the opinion of this Critic, that who- 
ever wou'd entirely deftroy the reputation of Home r^ 
mud renounce the authority of Aridotle before- hand. 
The rules of building may be of fenrice to us, if we 
defign to judge of an edifice, and difcorer what may 
be amifs in it for the advantage of future artificers ; 
but they are of no ufe to thofe who only intend to o« 
▼erthrow it utterly. 

After the word [song,] in the firft line the ori- 
ginal adds, [what I HAVE WRITTEV IN MY TA? 
BLBTS.] Thefe words, which are dropp'd in the tranf- 
lation as of no confecjuence, the great Zoilus has 
thought fit to expunge ; afierting for a reafon, with- 
out backing it with further proof, *' That tablets were 
** not of {o early invention. " Now, it mud be grant- 
ed, this manner of proving by affirmation is of an ex- 
traordinary nature ; but however it has its end with ^ 
fee of readers for whom it is adapted. One part of the. 
world knows not with what afTuranoe another par^ 
cancxprefs itfelf. They imagine a rea(bnable creature 
will DOC have the face to fay any thing which has not 
ibme (hadow of reafoo to fupportit ; and run impl^« 
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citly into the fnare which is laid for good nature, by 

thefe daring authors of definitire fentences upon bare 

aflertion. 

Pag. 43. Ver. 15. whom cats pursu'd.] The 
Greek word here exprefly (ignifics a cat: Zoilus, 
whom Perizonius follows, affirms " It was AVeezels 
" which the Moufe fled from; " and then objeds a- 
gainft its probability. But it is common with odc fort 
of Critics, to fliew an author means difii^rently from 
what he really did ; and then to prove, that the mean- 
ing which they find out for him is good for nothing. 
Pag. 44. Ver. 7. if worthy friendship.] In 
this propofal begins the moral of the whole piece, 
which is, that hafty, ill-founded, or unnatural friend-* 
(hips and leagues, will naturaUy end in war and dif- 
cord. But ZoiLUS, who is here mightily concem'd to 
take off from Homer all the honour of having defign*d 
a moral, afferts on the other hand, '^ That the poet's 
** whole intent was to make a Fable ; that a Fable he 
** has made, and one very idle and trifling ; that many 
** things arc afcrib*d to Homer, which poor Home r 
*• never dream*d of ; and he who finds them out, ra 
•* ther (hews his own parts than difcovers his author's 
^* beauties." In this opinion he hath been foUow'd by 
ieveral of thofe Critics, who only dip into authors 
when they have occafion to write againft them : and 
yet even thefe (hall fpeak differently concerning the 
writers, if the queftion be of their own performances! 
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for to their own works they write Prefaces, to dif- 
play the grandnefs of the moral, regularity of the 
fcheme, nnmber and brightnefs of the figures, and a 
thoufand other excellencies, which if they did not tell, 
no one wou'd ever imagine. For others, they write 
Remarks, which tend to contrail their excellencies 
within the narrow compafs of their partial appre- 
henfion. It were well if they cou'd allow fuch to 
be as wife as themfelves, whom the world allows 
to be much wifer; but their being naturally friends 
to themfelves, and profefTedly adverfaries to forae 
greater genius, eafily accounts for thefe different man- 
ners of fpeaking. I will not leave this note, without 
giving you an inftance of its praftice in the great Ju- 
lius ScALiGER : he has been free enough with Ho- 
mer in the Remarks he makes upon him; but when 
he fpeaks of himfelf, I defiremy reader wou'd take no- 
tice of his modefty; I give his own words, Lib. 3. 
Poet, Cap. 112. "InDeum Patrem Hymnumcum 
** fcriberemus, tanquamrerum omnium conditorem, ab 
** orbis ipfius creatione ad nos noftraque ufque duxi- 
** mus. — In quo abduximus animum noftrum a cor- 
** poris carcere ad liberos campos contemplationis, 
•* quae me in ilium transformaret. Tum autem fanc- 
** tiHimi Spiritus ineffabilis vigor ille tanto ardore ce- 
" lebratus eft, ut cum leniffimis numeris eflet inchoa- 
•* tus Hymnus, repeniino divini Ignis impetu confla- 
*• gravit." 
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Pag. 45.Ver. 7.THE circled loates.] "Zoi- 

'' LU8 here finds fault with the roention of loayes» 

** tripes, bacon and cheefe» as words below the dig- 

** dity of the epic, as much (fays he) as it wou*d be 

*' to have opprobrious names given in it." By which 

expreifion we eafily fee, he hints at the firft book of 

the Iliad. Now, we muft confidcr in anfwer, that 

it is a Moufe which is fpoken of, that eating is the 

moft appearing charafleriftic of that creature, that 

thefe foods are fuch as pleafe it mod ; and to have de- 

fcrib*d particular pleafures for it in any other way, 

wou*d have been as incongruous, as to have defcrib'd 

iL haughty loud anger without tho(e names which it 

throws out in its fierceneis, and which raife it to its 

pitch of phrenzy. In the one inftance you ftill fee a 

Moufe before you, however the Poet raifes it to a man ; 

in the other, you (hall fee a man before you ; however, 

the Poet raifes him to a Demi^God. But fome call 

that LOW, which others call natitral. Every thing 

has two handles, and the critic who fets himfelf to oen- 

fure all he meets, is under an obligation (lill to lay hold 

01 the word of them. 

Pag. 46. Ver. i. but mi, nor stalks.] In this 
place ZoiLus '^ laughs at the ndiculoufneis of the 
** Poet, who (according to his reprefentation) makes 
** a prince refufe an invitation in heroics, becaufe he 
** did not like the meat he was invited to." And, that 
the ridicule may appear in as (Irong a light to others 
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as to himfelf, he puts as mach of the fpeech as coq* 
cerns it into burlefq^oe airs aad exprefians. This is 
indeed a conamoa trick wi^ Remarkers. which they 
cither pradife by preccdeot from their nufl^r ^oi^us, 
.or are beholden for it to the (am^ turn of temper. We 
acknowledge it a fine piece of fatire, when there is 
folly in a paiTige, to lay u open in the way by which 
it naturally requires to be exposed : do this haod- 
fbmely, and the author is dekrvedly a j jH if, on the 
contrary, you drefs a paiLge w'lich was not original- 
ly foolifh, in the hlgheft humour of ridicule, you only 
frame fometliing which the author himfelf might lau^i 
at, without being more nearly concerned than anotiier 
reader. 

Page 47. Ver i. so pass'd Europa.] This G- 
mile makes Zoilus, who f.is up ff3r a profels'd enemj 
of Fables, to exclaim violently. ** We had, fays he, ^ 
** Frog and a Moafe hitherto, and now we get a Bull 
'* and a Princefs to illudrate their adions : when will 
«* there be an end of ihis Fabling-folly and Poetry, 
** which I value myfelf for being unacquainted with ? 
•* O great Pol yc rates, how happily haft thou ob- 
•* ferv*d in thy accufation againft Socrates, That 
•* whatever he was before, he deferv*d his poifon when 
** he began to make verfes !'* Now, if the queftion be 
concerning Homer's good or bad Poetry, this is an 
unqualifying fpeech, which affords his friends ju(t 
grounds of exception againft the Critic. Whcrefor^Sj 
A a 
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be it knowD to all prefent and future Cenfors, \vh& 
have, or (hdll prefame to glory in an ignorance of 
Poetry, and at the fame time take upon them to judge 
of Poets, that they are in all their degrees for ever ex- 
cluded the poft they would ufurp. In the firft place, 
they who know neither the ufe, nor pradtice of the 
art ; in the fecond, they who know it but by halves, 
who have hearts infenfible of the beauties of Poetry, 
and are however able to find fault by rules; and 
thirdly, they who, when they are capable of perceiv- 
ing beauties and pointing out defedls, are ftill lo igno- 
rant in the nature of their bufinefs, as to imagine the 
province of Criticifm extends itfelf only on the fide of 
difpraife and reprthenfion. How cou'd any one at this 
rate be feen with his proper balance of perfedtion and 
error ? or what Wf re the beft performances in this in- 
dulgence of ill-nature, but as apartments hung with 
the deformities of humanity, done by fome great hand, 
which are the more to be abhorr'd, becaufe the praife 
and honour they receive, refults from the degree of 
uneafinefs, to which they put every temper of com- 
mon goodnefs ? 

Page^y Ver.28. ye mice, ye mice.] The an- 
cients believ'd that heroes were tum*d into Demr- 
gods at their death ; and in general, that departing 
fouls have fomething of a fight into futurity. It is ei- 
ther this notion, or a care which the Gods may take 
to abate the ^nUt of infulting adverfaries^ which a 
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Poet goes upoD, when he makes his leaders die fore- 
telling the end of thofe by whom they are (lain. Zoi- 
i-us however is againft this paflage. He fay?, ** That 
** every charafter ought to be ftridly kept ; that a ge- 
^* neral ought not to invade the charadter of a prophet, 
•* nor a prophet of a general." He is pofiiive, ** that 
*^ nothing (hould be done by any one, without having 
** been hinted at in fome previous account of him. '■ 
.And this he afTerts, without any allowance made either 
for a change of ftates, or the defign of the Gods. To 
confirm this obfervadon, he ftrengthens it with a quo- 
tation out of his larger work on the Iliap, where he 
has thefe words upon the death of Hecto|i : ** How 
•* foolifh is it in Homer, to make Hf ctor (who thro* 
'* the whole courfe of the Iliad had made ufe of He- 
*' LENus. to learn the will of the gods) become a pro- 
•* phet juft at his death ? Let every ope be what he 
f ' ought, without falling into thofe parts which othe^y 
** are to fuftain in a poem." This he has faid, not di- 
ftinguifhing rightly between our natural difpofitiot^s 
and accidental offices. And this he has faid again, no^ 
minding, that tho' it be taken from another book, it 
is flill from the fame author. However, vanity loves 
to gratify itfelf by the repedtion of what it efteems to 
be written with fpirit, and even when we repeat it our- 
felves, provided another hears us. Hence has he been 
followed by a magiflerial ftt of men who quote th^m- 
feUes, 4od fweli their new performances witt^ wh^t 
A a 2 
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they admire ifl their former T^eatifes. This is a moft 
eictrtordtfHu-y knack of argmog, ^whereby a man can 
never waiit a proof, if he bt allowed to become an aa- 
tfaority (or his owo optnioo. 

Page 48. Ver. 1 %. an d mo kihd billow] " How 
** impcrtirient is this cafe of fky, feys Zoilus, to be* 
'* moan, that the prince was not tofs^d towards land : 
" It is enough he )o(l his life, and there is an end of 
•• his fof&ring where there is an end of his feeling. 
** 1 carry the matter farther, is jufl the fame foolifli 
'** mahagemenc as Homer has ihewn in his 1i,i*ads« 
•* which he fpins out into (forty trifles beyond the death 
•* of He c TO* ." But the Cmic muft allow me to put the 
readers in mind, that death was not the laft diflrefs the 
Ancients beKevd Ivas to be met upon earth. The iaft 
was the remah)ing cmbury'd, whidi had this mifery an«> 
nex*d, that while (he 1)0% was without its funeral-rites 
in this world, the foul was foppos'd to be without 
ireft in the next, Whioh was ihe cafe of the Moufe be- 
fore us. And accordingly the Ajax of Sophocles 
cohtiflues afterihe death of its hero more than an a^ 
iipon the conteft concerning his burial. All this Zoi>- 
Lus knew very well: but-ZoiL'VB is iiot the only 
one who difputes for vi^ory rather than truth . Thefe 
fl>ohlh Critics write even things they therafelves can 
antwer, to (hew how much they can write againd an 
'author. They aA un^irly, that they may be fure to 
l>e f^arp enough ; and trifle %ith thereader, id order 
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to be ▼6liiitiiiK>ii9. it is Aeediefs to vn(h tKeiO the re- 
turn chey dcferve : tbeir difregard lo cafHli»ur is no 
iboner difcover VJ, but ^y are for ever baniih'd from 
the eyes of »en of fenfe, and condemn '^l to wander 
from 6a\1 to daU, for a i^mporary refuge from that 
ehlivion which il«y can't efcape. 

Page 49. Ver. 1. our £H>£st perish*d ] Zoi- 
Lu s has here taken " ithe iiacapltulaiion of thofe mif- 
•* fortunes w^ich happcn'd to the Royal Family, as 
** an impertiDeaoe -that -expatiates from the fubjcd •," 
tho* indeed there feems nothing :moreiproper toraife that 
fort of compaffion« which was to inflame his audience 
to war. But wbat appears extremely pleafant is, that 
Ht the iame time he condemn the paiTage, he (hould 
make ufe of it as an opportunity, to fall into '* an 
** ample liigreiEon on the various 'kinds of Moufe- 
** traps," and difplay that minute learning which e- 
urcry Critic of his fort is fond to (hew himfelf mafler 
of. This they imagine is tracing of knowledge through 
its hidden v^ii^, and bringing difcoveries to day<- 
dight, which drtie had covered over. Indefatigable and 
aiifilefs mortab I who value themfelves for knowledge 
of no confequence, and think of gaining applauie by 
^hat thereadfir is careful to pafs over unread. WhaJt 
.did the difquifition fignify formerly, whether Xlyfles*s 
.Son, or his iDog, was the ^Ide'r i or Isow can the ac- 
count of a Vcfture, or aiPlayer's ^afque, deferve that 
•any ihrnild wriu the bulk vf a treatile« or others read 
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it when it is writteo ? A vanity thus poorly fupport- 
ed, which neither affords pleafare nor profit, is the uq* 
fubdantial amufement of a dream to ourfelyes9 and ;» 
provoking occafion of our derifion to others. 

Page 49. Ver. 1 5, 1 6. quiLLs aptly bound— 

FACD WITH THE PLUNDSROF A CAT THET FLAYD 3 

This parage is foniething difficult in the original^ 
which gave Zoilus the opportunity of inventing aa 
€xprefEon, which his followers conceitedly ufe when 
any thing appears dark to them. " This, fay they, let 
^* Phoebus explain;" as if what exceeds their capa- 
city muft of neceffity demand oracular interpretations, 
and an interpofal of the god of Wit and Learning. 
The bafis of fuch arrogance is the opinion they have 
of that knowledge they afcribe to themfelves. They 
take criticifm to be beyond every other part of learn- 
ing, becaufe it gives judgment iipon books written in 
every other part. They think in confequence, that 
every Critic muft be a greater Genius than any Au- 
thor whom he cenfures ; and therefore if they efleem 
themfelves Critics, they fet enthron'd Infancy at the 
head of Literature. Criticifm indeed deferves a noble 
Elegy, when it is enlarg'd by fuch a comprehehfive 
learning as Ariflotle and vJicero were maflers of. when 
it adorns its precepts with the confummate exa^neft 
of Quintilian, or is exalted into the fublime fenbments 
of Longinus. But let not fuch men tell us they parti- 
cipate m the glory of theic great meD> and place th^- 
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felvesncxtto Phoebus, who, like Zoilus, entangle 
an author in the wrangles of grammarians, or try him 
with a pofitive air and barren imagination, by the fet 
of rules they have colleded out of others. 

Page 50. Ver. i. ye frogs ! the mice.] Atth:$ 
fpeech of the Herald's, which recites the caufe of the 
war, ZoiLus is angry with the Author, ** for not 
•* finding out a caufe entirely juft ; for, fays he, it 
*' appears not from his own Fable, that Phyfignathus 
** invited the prince with any malicious intention to 
** make him away." To this we anfwer, ift, That it 
is not nectflary in relating fa<5ls to make every war 
have a juft beginning. 2dly, This doubtful caufe a- 
grees better with the moral, by (hewing that ill found- 
ed leagues have accidents to deftroy them, even with- 
out the intention of parties, gdly. There was all ap- 
pearance imaginable againft the frogs ; and if we may 
be allow'd to retort on oiir adverfary the pradice of his 
pofterity, there is more humanity in an hoftility pro- 
claimed upon the appearance of injuftice done us, than 
in their cuftom of attacking the works of others as 
foon as they come out, purely becaufe they are eftec m'd 
to be good. Their performances, which could derive 
no merit from their own names, are then fold upon 
the merit of their antagonift : and if they are fo ftn- 
fibleoffame, or even of envy, they have the monifi- 
cation to remember, how much by this means they be- 
^rae indebted to thofe they injure. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



19a THE REMARKS 

Page 50. Ver. 21. where h«oh the banks.] 
This projcifl is not put in prance during the foiJow- 
iDg battle, by reafon of the fury of the combatants r 
yet the mention of it is not impertinent in this place, 
forafinuch as the probable face «>f foccefs which it car- 
ries with it tended to anim-ite the Frogs. Zoilus 
however caniKW be fo fatisfied ; ** Ii were better, fays 
** he, to cut it intirely out ; nor would Homlr be the 
** worfe if half of him were ferv*d in the fame man- 
** ner ; fo, continues he, they wili find it, whoever in 
*' any country ftiall hereafter undertake fo odd a tafk, 
** as that of tranflating him." Thus Envy finds word« 
to put in the mouth of Ignorance ; and the time will 
* come, when Ignorance Hiall repeat what Envy has 
pronounced fo rafhiy. 

Page 5 1 . Ver. 1 3 and tap'ring sea- reeds ] If 
we here tdke the reed for that of our own growth, it is 
no fpear to match the iong-fort of needles with which 
the Mice had arm*d themftlves ; but the cane, which 
is rather inttnded, has its fplinters fiiir and (harp, to 
anfwer all the iifes of a fpear in battle. Nor is it here 
to be lightly pad over (ince Zo>lus moves a queftion 
upon it, that the Poet could not choole a more proper 
weapon for the Frogs, than that which they choofe for 
themfelves in a def.nfive war they mantain with the 
ierpentt of Nile. " Tbty have this ftratagem, fays 
** Aelian, to proteA thi*mfelves ; they fwim with pieces 
** of cane acrufs their jnouihs> «f too great a leDgtk 
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** for the breadth of the ferpent's throats ; by which 
** means they are preferv'd from being fwallow'd by 
** them." This is a quotation fo much to the point, 
that I ought to have uftier*d in my Author with more 
pomp to dazzle the reader, Zoilus and his follow-* 
frs, who feldom praife any man, are however careful 
to do it for their own fake?, if at any time they get an 
author of their opinion: tho* indeed it muft be aN 
low'd, they dill have a draw-back in their manner of 
praife, and rather choofe to drop the name of their man, 
or darkly hint him in a periphrafis, than to have it ap« 
pear that they have diredlly ailided the perpetuating of 
any one's memory. Thus, if a Dutch Critic were to 
introduce for example Martial, he would, inftead 
ofnaminghim,fay,lNGfiNio$usiLLE Gpigrammati'* 
fus BiBLicust Or, if one of our own were to quote 
from among ourfelves, he would tell us how it has 
been remark'd " in the works of a learned Writer, 
" to whom the woirld is obliged for many excellent 
** produdlions,'' Sec. All which proceeding is like 
boafiing of our great friends, when it is to do ourfelves 
an honour, or the fliift of dreffing up one who migh^ 
Qtherwife be difregarded, to make him pafs upon the 
world for a refponfible voucher to our own aflertions. 
Page 51. Ver 17. sut now WHERt Jote's.] At 
this fine Epifode, in which the Gods are introduced, 
^oiLUs has no patience left him to remark; but run$ 
{bme lines with a long firing of fuch expreflions, a$ 
B b 
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" Trifler, Fabler, Lyar, foolifh, impious," all which 
he lavifhly heaps upon the Poet. From this knack of 
calling names, joined with the feveral arts of finding 
fault, it is to be fufpeded, that our Zoilus's might 
make rery able libellers, and dangerous men to the 
government, if they did not rather turn themfelves to 
be ridiculous cenfors : for which reafon I cannot but 
reckon the (late oblig'd to men of wit; and under a 
kind of debt in gratitude, when they take off fo much 
fpleen, turbulency, and ill-nature, as might otherwife 
ipend itfelf to the detriment of the public. 

Page 52. Ver. 5. if my daughter's mind.] 
This fpeech, which Jupiter fpeaks to Pallas with a 
pleafantkind of air, Zoilus takes gravely to pieces; 
and affirms, *' It is below Jupiter's wifdom, and on- 
•' ly agreeable with Homer's folly, that he fhould bor- 
•* row a reafon for the afEfting the Mice from their at- 
** tendance in the temple, when they waited to prey 
•* upon thofe things which are facred to her." But 
the air of the fpeech rendering a grave anfwer unne- 
cefTary; I (hall only offer Zoilus an obfervation in 
return for his. There are upon the (lone which is carv'd 
for the apotheofis of Homer, figures of Mice by his 
footftool, which, according to Cuperus, its interpre- 
ter, fome have taken to fignify this Poem ; and others 
thofe Critics, who tear and vilify the works of great men. 
Now if fuch can be compar'd to Mice, let the worc^s 
of Zoilus be bio g'u home to himielf and his fol- 
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lowers for their mortification ; " That no one ought to 
** think of meriting in the flate of learning only by de- 
** bafing the beft performances, and as it were prey- 
'^ ing upon thofe things which (hould be facred in it.*' 

Page 52. Ver. 13. in tain mv father.] The 
(peech of Pallas is diflik*d by Zoilus, '' becaufe it 
*^ makes the Goddefs carry a refentment againd (uch 
** inconfiderable creatures ;" tho' he ought to efteem 
them otherwife when they reprefent the perfons and 
actions of men, and teach us how the Gods difregard 
thofe in their adverfities who provoke them in profpe- 
rity. But, if we confider Pallas as the patronefs of learn- 
ing, we may by an allegorical application of the Mice 
and Frogs, find in this fpeech two forts of enemies to 
learning; they who are maltctouOy mifchievous, as the 
Mice ; and they who are turbulent through oftentation, 
as the Frogs. The firft are enemies to excellency up- 
on principle ; the fecond accidentally by the error of 
felf-love, which does not quarrel with the excellence 
Itfelf, but only with thofe people who get more praife 
than themfelves by it. Thus, tho* they have not the 
fame perverfenefs with the others, they are however 
drawn into the fame pra^ices, while they ruin reputa- 
tions, led they (hould not feem to be learn'd ; as fome 
women turn proflitutes, left they fhould not be thought 
handfome enough to have admirers. 

Page 54. Ver. 5. their dreadful trumpets,] 
Upon the reading of this, Zoilus becomes foil of dif- 
Bb 2 
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Co?eri«8. Hcfccollefls, "that Homer makei his Greeks 
** come to battle with (ilence, and his Trojans with 
** (hoots;" from whencehe difcovcrs, ** that he koeW 
" nothing of trumpets." Again, he fees, *' that the 
*' hornet is made a trumpeter to the battle;*' and 
hence he difcovers, " that the line mud not bt Ho- 
** MER*s. Now had he drawn his confequences fair- 
ly, he could only have found by the one, that trum- 
pets were not in ufe at the taking of Troy ; and by the 
other, that the battle of Frogs and Mice was laid by 
the Poet for a later fcene of adion than that of the 
Iliad. Bat the boaft of difcoveries accompanies the 
affeftation of knowledge ; and the affection of know- 
ledge is taken up with a defign to gain a command o- 
Ter the opinions of others. It is too heavy a tafk for 
fome Critics to fway our rational judgments by ratio- 
nal inferences ; a pompous pretence muft occailon ad- 
miration, the eyes of mankind mofl be obfcur'd by a 
glare qf pedantry, that they may confent to be led blind- 
fold, and permit that an opinion (hould be dilated to 
them without demanding that they may be reafon'd 
btoit. 

Page ^4. Ver. 24. big Sbotlaeus tijmbling.] 
ZoiLus has happened to brufh the duil of fome oki 
manufcript, in which the line that kills Seutlaens is 
wanting. And for this caufe he fixes a general concla- 
fioD, '* that there is no dependancc upon any thing 
** which is handed down fur HoMER's^fo as tosdlow it 
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•* praife ; fince the different copies vary amongft thcin- 
** felvei." But is it fair in Zotlas, or any of his fol- 
lowers, to oppofe one copy to a thoufand ? and arc 
they impartial who would pafs this upon us for an ho- 
DeU balance of evidence ? When there is luch an in- 
equality on each fide, is it not more than probablt that 
the number carry the author's fenfe in rhem, and the 
fingle one its tranfcriber*s errors ? It is lolly or mad- 
Defs of paffion to be thus given over to partiality and 
prejudicts. Men may flourifli as njuch as they pleafc 
concerning the value of a new-found editien, in or- 
der to byafs the world to particular parts of it ; but in 
a matter eafily decided by common fenfe, it will dill 
continue of its own opinion. 

Page 56. Ver. 17. with Borbocaetbs fights. jj 
Through the grammatical part of ZolLu^'8 work he 
frequently rails at Homer for his dialcAs. *' Thefe,*^ 
iays he in one place, ** the Poet maOe ufe of becaufe 
♦• he could not write pare Greek ;'* and io anoth- f, 
** they (Irangely contributed to his fame, by making fe- 
** vcral cities who obferv'd fomething of thtir own in 
** hismix'd language, contend for his being one of theii: 
^* natives " htow fince 1 have here pra^s'd a licence 
in imitation of his, by fhortm'ng the word Bcirbq- 
CAXTC s a whole fyllable, it feems a good opportunity 
to fpeak for him where 1 defend myfelf Remember 
then, that any great genius, who introduces Poetry 
ipto a language, has a power to poliih it, and oi ail the 
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manners of fpeaking then in ufe, to fettle that for Poe- 
tical which he judges mod adapted to the art. Take 
notice too, that Homer has not only done this for ne- 
eeffity, but for ornament, fince he ufes various dialed 
to humour his fenfe with founds which are expreffive 
of it. Thus much in behalf of my Author to anfwer 
ZoiLUS ; as for myfelf, who deal with his followers, 
I mud argue from neceffity, that the word was ftubr 
born and would not ply to the quantities of an Englifh 
Verie, and therefore I alter'd it by the Dialedl we call 
Poetical, -which makes my line fo much fmoother, that 
I am ready to cry with their brother Lipsius, when 
he turn'd an O into an I, " Vel ego me amo, vel me 
** amavit Phoebus quando hoc correxi." To this let 
me add a recrimination upon fome of them : As i(l,, 
fuch as choofe words written after the manner of thofc 
who preceded the purefl age of a language, without the 
neceffity 1 have pleaded, as " regundi for regendi, pcr- 
** duit for perdidit," which refloration of obfolete 
words deferves to be call'd a Critical Licence or Dia- 
led. 2dly, Thofe who pretending to verfe without an 
car, ufe the Poetical Dialedt of Abbreviation, fo that 
the lines fhall run the rougher for it. And 3dly, thofe 
who prefume by their Critical Licences to alter the 
fpellings of words ; an afPedlation which deftroys the 
etymology of a language, and being carry 'd on by pri- 
vate hands for fancy or fa(hion, would be a thing WQ 
(l>ould never have an end. 
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Page 59. Vcr. 13. nor Pallas, Jove !] "Ican- 
" not, fays Zoilus, refled upon this fpeech of Mars, 
** where a Moufe is opposed to the God of War, the 
" Goddefs of Valour, the thunder of Jupiter, and aU 
" the Gods at once, but I rejoice to think that Py- 
** TH AGORA s faw Homer's foul in hell, hanging on a 
** tree, and furrounded with ferpents, for what he faid 
** of the Gods." Thus he who hates Fables anfwers 
one with another, 'and can rejoice in them when they 
flatter his envy. He appears at the head of his fquadroo 
of Critics, in the full fpirit of one utterly devoted to a 
party ; with whom truth is a lye, or as bad as a lye, 
when it makes againfl him ; and falfe quotations, pafs 
for truth, or as good as truth, when they are neccflary 
to a caufe. 

Page 61. Ver. 11. And a whole war.] "Here, 
** fays ZoiLUS, is an end of a very foolifh Poem, of 
** which by this time I have effectually convinced the 
** world, and filenc*d all fuch for the future, who, like 
** Homer, write Fables to which others find Morals, 
** charaifters whofe juftnefs is queftion'd, unnecefTary 
** digreflions, and impious epifodes." But what aflu- 
rance can fuch a Zoilus have, that the world will e- 
Ter be convinced againfl an eflabliHi'd reputation, by 
fuch people whofe faults in writing are fo very noto* 
rious ? who judge againd rules, affirm without reafons, 
and cenfure without manners ? who quote themfelves 
for a fupport of their opinions, found their pride up- 
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on a learning In trifles, and their fuperiority upon the 
claims they noagiilerially make ? who write of beauties 
in a harfh (lyle, ju^ge of excellency with a lowncfs of 
fpirlt, and purfue their defire to decry it with every ar*- 
tifice of envy ? There is no difgrace in being cenfur^d, 
where there is no credit to be favoured. But, on the 
contrary, Envy gives a tedimony of fome perfedion m 
;inother ; and one who is attacked by many, is )ik^ a 
hero whom his ent^mies acknowledge for fuch, wheo 
they point all the fpears of a battle ag^ind him. la 
ihort, an author who writes f »r every age, may evci> 
eredt himfelf a monument cf thofe (lones which Kn\y 
ibrowfi at him : while the Critic who writes againfl him 
can have no fame becaufe he had no fuccefe ; or if he 
fancies he may fucceed, he (hould remember, that by 
the nature of his undertaking he would but undermine 
bis own foundation ; for he is to fuik of courfe, whea 
the book which be writes againd, and for which aloae 
be is read, is loft in difrepute or oblivion. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Variations arc taken from a 
MS communicated by a Gentleman of Taftc 
in Ireland; and are publi^ed as a Specimea 
of Mr. Pope's -ilteratioas of the Verfes^bf his 
Friend, fuch as he has himfelf given of his own 
Verfes, in the lateA £ditioas of his Works. 
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ALTERATIONS 

H ^ S I O D. 

P. [Pope's Edition. 
M, [Manuscript. 



Pag. ». Vcr. %6. 

p. Whpre mingled whitcaeft glowM with foftcr red. 
M. Where lovely whitenefs glowM with mingling red. 
Pag. 4. After Ver. 14. the MS. reads thus : 

"Whatever fluning gemms the Nymphs by land. 
What orient pearl the Nymphs by iea command. 

; — After Ver. 10. reads thus; 

Fine links in golden chains for bracelets hung. 
Gay buckles fparkling round about the tongue, 
. Ajid brazen pms, a numerous aid on earth. 
From whence new turns of f'alhion find a birth; 

But chief the mirrour 

Pag. 5. After Ver. *. the MS. reads thus: 

On which diflembPd Nature feem'd to yield 
Her painted gardens in a filken field,} 

Ver. X4. 

P. Wooden have time to facrifice to pride. 
M. Not born to labour Women liVe to pride. 

In the manufcript, at the end uf every (Ik lines thro' the 
whole Song of the Fates, the two ^(t iine& of it come 
in as a burthen. 

Cc 2 
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Pag. 7 After Ver lo the MS. reads thui: 

For women pahj'd to conquer when they yield, 
I JJu' keep from empire while they keep the field 2 

-Vcr .6 

F The fatal gift, her tempting felf unknown ! 
M The faithlefs gifr, her faithlcfc felf unknown ! 

*-vftcrVor *a read* thus: 

What rocks, what (helves within her bofom hide. 
Ah ' where the wrecks are frequent leave to ride, 
Pag t. Ver ij. 

P. The days of whining, aod o^ wiU Intr^es, 
M rbe days of whining court, the wild intrigues, 

^ Aflter Ver . i 8 reads thus : 

Expence on fafliions tho' the wealth deca^, 
Tho' (KU wc iec t&e dwgcr, Iret, and pay ; 
The cnrft of jealooTy ; the code of Arif«- 

After Ver ^4. reads ltb«s: 
As men who ^iliiig touch on Libyan bnd^ 
See bcin^d Pactberfr fctmr the de&rt ioDd, 
fierce Wolves and Tigers wandVing fwains eng^e^ 
And fcaly t^ri^aiK fitt ikc realm wiih ngt; 
It ftUi the diftant breaks are hcud ta roar. 
Much what they view tkej dread. ao4 £>» ^r nore. 
Pag. 10 Ver ». 

P. And thus infcrihes the mortl on the hxtJL 
M. And chH» Chi: pgiot feveriing gravetthf fai^ 
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VARIATIONS, 90s 

SONG. 



Fftg. II. TkcMl retdf thm; 

H YR S J S, a yuung and am'rous fwaiQ^ 
Saw two, the beauties of the plain. 

And both their charms prepared a chain. 
And boeh bis heart fuMae; 

Gay Caelia's eyes appeat'd (6 hk. 

They dazzlM, while Ike pulIM elie ihare; 

Sabina's eafy Ouipe and air 

With fofter magic drcur. 

He haunts the dream, he haunts the grov^ 
"Where-c'er the fffieiK^y rivals rove, 
lives in a fond romance of love. 

And feems for each to dye; 
'Till each a little fpiteful grown. 
They make their faults to Thyrfis knowi^ 
Sabma Caelia^s fiiape run down. 

And (be Sabina^s eye. 

Their envy made the ftephcrd Shd 
Thofe eyes which love cou'd only bibd^ 
Thus both the chafais of both unbind. 

And fet the k>ver free ; 
No more he haunts the grove or fhram. 
The flow'ry walk of eithir dame. 
Or with a true love knot and name. 

Engraves a wounded tree, Ac, 
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•IN THE 

BOO K-W O R M. 



Pag. 78. After. Ver. %9, the MS. reads thus: 
The monfter UTues from the wood 
That boa(U the gallant Nifus' blood; 
From leaf, 8cc, 

* After Ver. 24. reads thus: 

Around my temples laurel bind. 
But leave that azure (ilk behind, 
I'll have my fillet flame with re4» 
To fuit a facrificer's head. 
Bring Homer, Vir^, Taflb near, 
To pile a facred altar here ; 
Now Spfpcer, Milton, Dryden lift 
Row, Steel, Pope. Addifon and Swif^; 
Hold boy, thy hand out-runs thy wit. 
You reach'd the plays that Dennis writ: 
You reach'd me Phillips, &c. 

Pag. 7p. After Ver. %S, the MS. reads thtis: 
Come bind the victim, but forbear 
To turn his throat to upper air. 
That pofture fuits the Gods above. 
This earth the Mufes often love. 
And now I think they are not gone, 
Thfy live with Pope and Addifon. 

i I would the lavage lies, ftc. 
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Pag. 80. After Ver 6 the MS reads thus: 

It foams with wine, upon the bead 

I pour a drop, and drink the red, &c, 
After Vcr. 10, reads thus: 

Here's fame to Pope, and wealth to Steel, 

And all to Addifon he will, 

IViay Garth have praOice, Congreve fight. 

May Row get many a full third night ; 4 

Be gentle Gay's and Tickel's lot 

At le<i(l as good as Budgell got; 

But if their riches, &c. 
— After Ver. 14. reads thus : 



Devoted wretch! thy mifchief part 
Has made this point of time thy lal^ 

— After Ver. 16. reads thus: 
Beneath the native mail I run. 
He bleeds, he bleeds, the work is done; 

— After Ver- 18 reads thus : 
Go reach thy founding harp my boy. 
And lo Paean! (ingfor joy. 
How like, &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



2o8 VARIATIONS. 

I M THE 

NIGH T-P I E C E 

O N 

DEATH. 



Pag. 90. Ver. it, t%* 

P. Time was, like thee they Kfe pofled. 
And time fliall be, that tl.ou ikdU reft. 
M. Time was« like thee they life peilcft. 
And thou like them (halt fink to reft. 
Pag. 91. After Ver 6. the MS. reads thus: 
Nor count we death a caufe to griev^ 
But dying when to vice we live. 

Ver. 13 

P. On earth, and in the body plac'd, 
A few, and evil years thiy wafte. 
M ConfinM t) flcfli. and plac'd beneath, 
A few, and evil years tbcy brcathe» 
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I N T H E 



HERMIT. 



Pag. 94, Ver. $> 

M. His goods a glaft to mcafurc hnman breath. 
The books of wifdora, and the fpodc of death. 
Ftg. »t. Ver. IT. 18. 

P. Frdh o'er the gay parterres the breezes creep. 

And (hake the neighbVing wood to banilh flecp. 
M. ^^th frcfti*ning airs o'er g iy parterres they creep. 
And (hake the rufUing groves to baniih fleep. 
Pag. 1 01. Ver. i. 

P. Now night's dim (hades again involve the"(ky. 
M. When du&ky twilight bid the night prepare. 
To light with radiant drops the darkning air ; 
Pag. loi. Ver. 1. 

Indeadof HE! l's black jAws.theMS.has hill's 

DEEP JAWS. 

Ver. ij, i4. 

P. The form etherial burds upon the fight. 
And moves in all the majefty of light. 

M. So when the fun his dazzling fplendour (hrowds, 
Tet juft begins to break the veiling clouds; 
A bright effUgence at the firft is feen. 
But (horn of beams, and with a mift between, 
Soon the full glory burfts npon the fight. 
And moves in ail the majefty of light, 
Dd 
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Pag. 103. Vcr. 3. 

M. So loud thro' rocks the tumbling waters (tray, 

Then glide beneath the fall unheard away. 

Vcr. 13, 14. IS. 

P. The Maker judly claims that world he made, 

In this the right of Providence is laid; 

Its facred Majefly, &c. 
hi. Eternal God the world's foundations laid. 

He made w hat is, and governs what he made. 

His facred Majefly, &c. 



THE FOLLOWING POEMS ARE PUBLISHED FROM 
THE MANUSCRIPT FROM WHICH THE FORE- 
GOING VARIATIONS WERE TAKEN. 
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BACCHUS: 

OR, THE 

VINES OF LESBOS. 



AS Bacchus ranging at his leifure, 
(lo Bacchus ! king of pleafure) 
Charm'd the wide world with drink and daaceSj 
And all his thoufand airy fancies ; 
Alas ! he quite forgot the while 
His fav'rite vines in Lefbos ifle. 

The God returning ere they died. 
Ah ! fee my jolly Fawns, he cried. 
The leaves but hardly born are red, 
And the bare arnis for pity fpread 5 
The beads afford a rich manure, 
Fly, ray boys, and bring the lure. 
Up the mountains, down the rales ; 
Thro' the woods, and o'er the dales ; 
For this, if full the clufters grow. 
Your bowls fhall doubly overflow. 

So chear'd, with more officious hade 
They bring the dung of cv'ry bcaft, 
D d a 
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The loads they wheel, the roots they bare. 
They lay the rich manure with care, 
"While oft he calls to labour hard, 
And names as oft the red reward. 

The plants revive, new leaves appear. 
The thick'ning clufters load the year; 
The feafun fwiftly purple grew, 
T he grapes hung dangling deep with blue, 

A vineyard ripe a day ferene 
Kow calls them all to work again; 
1 he Fawns thro' ev'ry furrow ftioot 
To load their flaikeis with the fruit j 
And now the vintage early trod. 
The wines invite the jovial God. 
Strow the rofes, raife the fong, 
See the matter comes along ! , 
Lufly Revel join'^ with Laughter, 
"Whim and Frolic follow after. 
The Fawns befide tjic yatts remain 
To fhew the work, ^d reap the gain. 

All around, and all around 
They fit to riot on the grouodi 
A Tcflel (lands amidft the ring. 
And here they lai^h, and there they (mg ; 
Or rife a jolly jolly band. 
And dance about it hand m hand ; 
Dance about, and ihout amain. 
Then fit to laugh aad fing agaiiu 
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But, as an ancient author fung. 
The Tine manur*d with cv'ry dung, 
From ev'ry creature ftrangcly drew, 
A tang of brutal nature too ; 
^was hence in drinking on the lawns 
New turns of humour feiz'd the Fawns. 

Here one was crying out, by Jove ! 
Another, fight me in the grorc ; 
This wounds a friend, and that the trees; 
The Lion's temper reign 'd in thefe. 

Another grins and leaps aboat^ 
And keeps a merry world of rout. 
And talks impertinently free ; 
And twenty talk the fame as he ; 
Chatt'ring, airy, idle, kind : 
Thefe take the Monkey-turn of mind^ 

Here one who faw the nymphs that ftood 
To peep upon them from the wood, 
Steals off, to try if any maid 
Be lagging late beneath the (hade; 
While loofe difcourfe another raifcs 
In naked natures plained phrafes ; 
And every glnfs he drinks enjoys 
With change of nonfenfe, luft and noife } 
Mad and carelefs, hot and vain. 
Such as thefe the Goat retain. 

Another drinks and cafls it up. 
And drinks and wanu another cup, 
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Solemn, fileDt, and fedatey 

Ever long and ever late. 

Full of meats and full of wine ; 

This takes his temper from the fwine. 

Here fome who hardly feem to breathe. 
Drink and hang the jaw beneath. 
Gaping, tender, apt to weep; 
Their natures alter 'd by the (heep. 

'Twas thi^s one autumn all the crew 
(if what the Poets fing be triie) 
While Bacchus made the merry feaft 
Inclin*d to one or other beaA ; 
And fince 'tis faid for many a mile 
He fpread the Tines of t^fbos ifle. 
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TN dry fieldf, the fields of blifs below, 

-■• Where woods of myrtle fet by Maro grow ; 

Where grafs beneath, and (hade difrus*d above^ 

Refrefh the fever of diftrafled love : 

There at a folemn tide, the beauties flain 

By tender pai£on, adl their fates again : 

Thro' gloomy light that juft betrays the grove. 

In Orgyes all difconfolately rove ; 

They range the reeds, and o er the poppies fweep. 

That nodding bend beneath their load of jQeep ; 

By lakes fubfiding with a gentle face. 

And rivers gliding with a filent pace, 

Where kings and fwains, by antient authors fung. 

Now chang'd to flow'rets, o*cr the margin hung ; 

The felf-admirer, white NarcifTus, fo 

Fades at the brink, his pidlure fades below; 

In bells of azure, Hyacinth arofe, 

In crimfon painted young Adonis glows ; 

The fragrant Crocus fhone with golden flame. 

And leaves infcrib'd with Ajax* haughty name. 

A fad remembrance brings their lives to view. 

And with their paffion makes their tears renew ; 

Unwinds the years, and lays the former fcenc. 

Where after death, they live for deaths again. 
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Loft by the glories of her lorcr't ftatc. 
Deluded Semele bewails her fate, 
And runs, and feems to bure, the flames arife. 
And fan with idle furies as (he flies. 

The lovely Caenis, whofe transforming fliape 
Secu/d her honour from a fecond rape. 
Now moans the firft, with ruiH*d drefs appears. 
Feels her whole fex return, and bathes with tears. 

The jealous Procris wipes a feeming wound, 
MHiofe trickling crimfon dyes the buftiy ground. 
Knows the fad fhaft, and calls before flie go. 
To kifs the favVite hand that gave the blow. 

O'er a feigo*d Ocean's rage the Seftian Fair 
Holds a dim taper from a tow'r of air ; 
A noifelefs wind aflaults the wavVing light. 
The beauty tumbling, mingles mih the night. 

Where curling (hades for rough Leucate rofe» 
With love diftraded tuneful Sappho goes ; 
Sings to mock-clifls a melancholy lay. 
And with a Lover's leap affrights the (ea. 

The fad firiphyle retreats to moan 
What wrought her hufband s death, and caus'd her own; 
Surveys the glitt'ring veil, the bribe of fate. 
And tears the (hadow, but fhe tears too late. 

In thin defign and airy pi6lure fleet 
The tales that ftain the royal houfe of Crete : 
To court a lovely bull Pafiphae flies, 
The fnowy phantom feeds before her eyes ; 
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Loft Ariadne raves, the thread fhe bore 
Trails on unwinding as (he walks the ffaore; 
And defp'rate Phaedra feeks the lonely grores 
To read her guilty letter while fhe roves ; 
Red fhame confounds the firft, the fecond wears 
A ftarry crown, the third a halter bears. 

Fair Laodamia mourns her nuptial night 
Of love defrauded by the thirft of fight ; 
Yet for another as delufive cries. 
And dauntlefs fees her hero's ghoft arife. 
Here Thifbe, Canace, and Dido ftand 
All arm*d with fwords, a fair but angry band; 
This fword a lover own'd, a father gave 
The next, the laft a ftranger chanc'd to leave. 

And there ev'n (he, the Goddefs of the grove, 
Join'd with the phantom Fair, afFefts to rove. 
As once for Latmos (he forfook the plain. 
To fteal the kifTea of a (lumb*ring fwain ; 
Around her head a ftarry fillet twines. 
And at the front a (ilver crefcent (hines. 

Thefe, and a thoufand, and a thoufand more. 
With facred rage recal the pangs they bore. 
Strike the deep dart afi^(h, and a(k relief, 
Or footh the wound with foft'ning words of grief. 

At fuch a tide unheedful Love invades 
The dark recefTetf of the niadding (hadw. 
Thro' long diefcent h^ fans the fogs around^ 
His purple feathers as be flies refouod. 
Ee 
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The nimble beauties crouding all to gaze, 
Confefs the common trouble of their eafe ; 
Tho' dulUng mifts and dubious day deftroy 
The fine appearance of the fluttering boy, 
Tho' all the pomp that glitters at his fide. 
The golden belt, the clafp and quiver hid. 
And tho' the torch appear a gleam of white 
That faintly fpots and moves thro* haizy night ; 
Yet ftill they know the God, the gen'ral foe. 
And threatening lift their airy hands below. 
As mindlefs of their rage he flowly fails 
On pinions cumber'd in the midy vales ; 
(Ah ! fool to light) the nymphs no more obey. 
Nor was this region ever his to fway; 
Caft in a deepened ring they clofe the plain. 
And feize the God reludlant all in vain. 

From hence they lead him where a myrtle flood. 
The faddefl myrtle in the mournful wood. 
Devote tp vex the God, 'twas here before 
Hell's awful emprefs foft Adonis bore. 
When the young hunter fcorn'd her graver air. 
And only Venus warm*d his fhadow there. 
Fix'd to the trunk the tender boy they bind. 
They cord his feet beneath, his hands behind ; 
He mourns, but vainly mourns his angry fate. 
For beauty ftill relentlefs ads in hate ; 
Tho* no offence be done, no judge be nigh. 
Love muft be guilty by the common cry ; 
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Tof all are pleas'c)> by partial pafEon led. 
To fhift their follies on another's head. 

Now (harp Reproaches ring their fhrill alarmt 1 
And all the heroines brandifh all their arms. 
And ev'ry heroine makes it her decree. 
That Cupid fuffer juft the fame as ihe ; 
To fix the defp-rate halter one eflay'd ; 
One feeks^ to wound him with an empty blade ; 
Some headlong hang the nodding rocks of air. 
They fall in fancy, and he feels defpair ; 
Some tofs the hollow feas around his head, 
(The feas that want a ware afford a dread) 
Or (hake the torch, the fparkling fury flies, 
And flames that ne?er burn*d, aflii^t his eyes. 

The groaning Myrrha burfts her rinded womb. 
And drowns his vifage in the moid perfume ; 
"While others, feeming mild, advife to wound 
With hum*rous pains, by fly derifion found ; 
That prickling bodkins teach the blood to flow. 
From whence the rpfes firfl begin to glow ; 
Or in the flames to finge the boy prepare. 
That all fliou'd chufe by wanton fancy where. 

The lovely Venus, with a bleeding breaft. 
She $00 fecurely thro' the circle preft, 
Forgot.the parent, urg'd his hafty fate. 
And fpurr*d the female rage beyond debate ; 
0*er all her fcenes of frailty fwiftly runs, 
AbfoWes h^rfdfy and makes the crime ber foa*« ; 
£e 2 
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That clafp'd in chains with Mars (he chanc'd to lye, 

A noted fable of the laughing <ky ; 

That fcom her love's intemperate heat began 

Sicanian Eryx, bom a favage man ; 

The loofe Priapus, and the monfter-wight 

In whom the fexes (hamefully unite. 

Nor words fuffice the Goddefs of the Fair, 
She fnaps the rofy wreath that bipd.s her hair» 
Then on Uie God who fea/d a fiercer woe. 
Her hands unpitying dealt the frequent blow ; 
From all his tender fkin, a purple dew 
The dreadful fcourges of the chaplet drew; 
From whence the rofe by Cupid ting'd before. 
Now doubly tinged, flames with luftre more. 

Here ends their wrath ; the parent feeros fevere. 
The ftrokes unfit for little Love to bear ; 
To fave their foe the melting beauties fly, 
** And cruel ippther I fpare thy cjiild, they cry ; 
To Love's account they plac'd their deaths of late. 
And now transfer the fad account to fate ; 
The mother pje^'d bejield the ftorra aiFuage, 
Thank'd ^e qalm mourners, and difmi(k*d her rage. 

Thus Fancy once in duflcy fh^dc expreft, 
With empty terrors work'd the time of reft. 
Where wretched Love endur'd a world of woe, 
For all a Winter's length of night below ; 
Then foar'd, ^ feep diffoWd, unchain'd away. 
And thro' ijie pPft of I?Vy reached the Day. 
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D^^- S W I F T. 

URg'd by the wannth of facred friendfliip's flame, 
But more by all the wonders of thy fame. 
By all thofe offsprings of thy learned mind. 
In judgment folid, as in wit refin'd ; 
Refglv^d I (ing, tho' lab nng up the way 
To reach my theme------0 Swift ! accept my lay. 

P.apt by the force of thought, and rais'd above, 
Thro* Contemplation'^ airy fields I rove, 
"Where powerful Fancy purifies my eye. 
And lights (he beauties of a brighter fky, 
Frefh paints the meadows, bids green (hades afccnd^ 
Clear rivers wind, and op'ning plains extend; 
Then fills its landfkip thro' the varied parts 
With Virtues, Graces, Sciences and Arts, 
Superior forms, of more than mortal air. 
More large than mortals, more ferenely fair : 
And there two chiefs, the guardians of thy name. 
Contend to raife thee to the point of fame. 

Ye future times ! 1 heard the filver found, 

I faw the Graces form a circle round ; 

Each where fhe fix'd attentive feem'd to root. 

And all but Eloquence herfelf was mute. 

High o'er the throng I faw the Godde& rife, 
free to the breee^e her tipper garment flies ; 
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By turns mthin her eye the paiEons burn. 
The fofter paffipns languilh in the^ turn ; 
Upon }icr lips convincing proof refides, 
Thro* all her fpecch Pcrfuafion meltbg glides ; 
A golden crown confels'd her high commaod. 
And waving Adtion gently grac'd her hand. 

Out of her bofom, where the treafure lay. 
She drew thy labours to the blaze of day. 
Then gaz*d, and read the charms fhe cou'd infpijce. 
And taught the lift'ning audience to admire. 

Hoy/ ftrong thy flight I how large thy grafp of thought ! 
How juft thy fchemcs ! how regularly wrought ! 
How iiire you wound when ironies deride ! . 
Which muft be feen, yet feign to turn afide ; 
How far uncommon^ with an air of eafe. 
How nicely taking are thy turns of prsufe ! 
Fame wants no words to make the patriot fliine« 
But yet, to chufe the beft, muft borrow thine : 
What public fpirit in thy works appears ! 
What rolling language fills the ravifh'd cars I 
Where Nature all her force of writing ihows. 
Where Art concealing Art with nature goes. 

She ceas*d. Applaufe attended on the dofc; 
Then Poetry her fifter art arofc. 
Her fairer fifter, born in deepeft cafe. 
Not made fo much for bus'nefs as to pleafe ; 
Upon her cheeks fits beauty ever young. 
The foul oi[ myfic warbles on her tongye^ 
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3nght in her eyes a pleafing ardour gloWs, 
And from her heart the fweeteft temper flows ; 
A laurel-wreath adorns her curling hair. 
And binds their order to the dancing air ; 
She (hakes the colours of her radiant wing, 
lyhile from the fpheres (he takes her pitch to fing* 
Thrice happy Genius his ! whofe works ha?e hit 
The lucky point of bus'nefs and of wit ; 
They feemlike ihow'rs which April months prepare 
To call the flow'ry glories up to air ; 
The drops defcending make the varied bow. 
And while they fall for profit, drefs for fhow. 
To me retiring oft he finds relief 
From flow confuming care, and pining grief; 
From me retreating oft he gives to view 
What eafes care, and grief in others too. 

Ye £:>ndly grave ! be wife enough to know. 
Life ne'er unbent is but a life of woe. 
I'll gently fteal you from your toils away. 
Where balmy winds, and fcents ambrofial play. 
Where on the banks, as chryftal rivers flow. 
They teach immortal Amaranths to grow ; 
Then from the wild indulgence of the fcene» 
Reftore your tempers ftrong for toils again. 

She ceas'd. Soft Mufic trembl'd in the wind. 
And fweet Deh'ght diffused, thro' ev'ry mind : 
The little Smiles which (till the Goddefs grace. 
Sportive arofe> and run from face to face. 
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But chief — 

A geutlc band their eager joys exprefs : 

Here Friendfhip aiks, and Love of merit longs 

To hear the Goddefles renew their fongs ; 

There great Benevolence to Men is pleas'd ; 

Thefe own their Swift, and grateful hearhina prsus*d 

Yotf gentle band ! you well may bear your part. 

You reign Superior Graces in his heart, 

tf Swift ! if Friendfliip^s warm yet lading flaiiie> 

If Love of merit have to praife a claim ; 

If juft efteem from ev'ry temper flows 

To crown a tender fenfe of human woes ; 

Thefe fair returns are thine : nor eou'dft thou ]fc 

Unknown alive, nor wilt unlovely dye. 

Or if high fame Be life, (and well we know. 

That Bards and Heroes have efteem 'd it fo) 

Thou can*ft not all expire ; thy worics will fhine 

To future times^ and Life in Fame be thine. 
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PIETY: 

OR, THE 

VISION. 



» T^ WAS when the night in (ilent fable fled, 

-■- When chearful morning fprung with rifing red, 
When dreams and vapours leave to cro#d the brain. 
And bed the Vifion draws its heav'niy fcene ; 
'Twas then, as flumb'ring on my couch I lay, 
A fudden fplendor feem'd to kindle day, 
A breeze came breathing in a fweet perfume. 
Blown from eternal gardens, GlVd the room ; 
And in a void of blue, that clouds inveft. 
Appeared a daughter of the realms of reft ; 
Her head a ring of golden glory wore, 
Her honoured hand the facred volume bore. 
Her rayment glitt'ring feem'd a filver white. 
And all her fweet companions fons of light. 

Strait as I gaz*d my fear and wonder grew. 
Fear barr'd my voice, and wonder fix'd my view. 
When lo ! a cherub of the fhining crowd 
That faird as guardians in her azure cloud, 
Fann*d the foftair and downward feem'd to glide, 
And to my lips a living coal apply'd ; 
Ff 
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Then wUle die warmth on ail my pulfes ran, 
DifTuGng comfort, thus the maid began. 

* Where glorious manfions are prepar'd above, 

* The feats of Mufic, and the feats of Love, 

* Thence I defcend, and Piety my name, 

* To warm thy bofom with cekftial flame, 

* To teach thee praifes mix*d with humble pray'rs, 

* ^nd tune thy foul to fing feraphic airs ; 

* Be diou my batd.* A vial here fhc caoght, 
(An angel's hand tbe chryftal vial brought) 
And as with awfill found the word was faid. 
She pour'd a facred nn^ion on my head. 
Then thus proceeded. * Be thy mufe thy zeal, 

* Dare to be good, and aH my joys reveal ; 

* While other pencils flattering forms create, 

* And pant the gawdy pkimcs that deck the great ; 

* While other pens exak the vain delight, 

* Whofe wafteful revel wakes the depth of night ; 

* Or others foftly ling in idle lines, 

* How Damon courts, or Amaryllis fhines; 

* More wifely thou fclcft a theme divme; 

* 'Tis Fame'* their recompcnce, His Wcav'-n is thinCi 

* Defpifc the ierrours of unhaHow*d ^, 

* Where wine, or paffion, or applaule infpire, 

* Low reftlefe fife, and ravings horn of €8rth, 

* Whofe meaner fubjefts fpedc that feimiWe birth ; 

* Like workingfeas, that when loud Winters Wow, 

* Not made for riling, orfy rage below : 
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' Mine IS a grekU and jet z laAing beat, 
^ More lading fii]J» as more intenfeiy great, 

* Produc'dwhcreprayr,andpraife,andpIcafurebrcathc, 

* And ever mounting whence it fhot beneath. 

* Unpaint the Love that hov'ringover beds, 

* From glitt'ring pinions guilty pleafure ibeds, 

* Reflore the colour to the golden mines 

* "With which behind the feather'd idol (hines; 

* To flow'ring greens give back their native cart ; 

* The rofe and lily never his to wear ; 

' To fweet Arabia fend the balmy breath* 

* Strip the fair fle(h, and call the phantom Death ; 

* His bow be fabled o'er» his (hafts the fame, 

* And fork and point them with eternal flame. 

* But urge thy pow'rs, thine utmoft voice advance, 

* Make the loud firings againft thy fingers dance, 

* 'Tis Love that angels praife, and men adore, 

* 'Tis Love divine that aiks it all and more : 

* Fling back the gates of ever-blazing day, 

* Pour floods of liquid light to gild the way». 

* And all in glory wrapt, thro' paths untrod, 

* Purfue the great unfeen defoent of GOD ! 

* Hail the meek virgin, bid the child appear, 

^ The CHILD is GOD! and call him jEsusheif; 

* He comes ; but where to reft ? a manger's Di|^ 

* Make the great being in a manger lye; 
^ Fill the wide fldes with angels on the wing, 

* Make thoofands gaze, and make ten thonfiuuib fing : 

Ff 2 
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* Let men affli£t him, men he came to fave , 

* And flill affli£t him, 'till he reach the grave ; 

' Make him refign'd, his loads of forrow meet, 

* And me, like Mary, weep beneath his feet ; 

* ril bathe my treffes there, my pray'rs rehearfe, 
' And glide in flames of love along thy verfe. 

* Hah ! while I fpeak, I feel my bofom fwell, 

* My raptures fmother what 1 long to tell ! 

* 'Tis GOD ! a prefent GOD ! thro' deavbg air 

* I fee the throne ! I fee the je sus there ! 

* Plac'd on the right ; he (hows the wounds he bore ! 

* (My fervours oft have won him thus before) 

' How pleas'd he looks ! my words have reached his ear, 

* He bids the gates unbar, and calls me near.' 

She ceas'd. The cloud on which fhe feem'd to tread. 
Its curls unfolded, and around her fpread ; 
Bright angels waft their wings to raife the cloud. 
And fweep their iv'ry lutes, and fing aloud ; 
The fcene moves off, while all its ambient iky 
Is tun'd to wond'rous mufic, as they fly ; 
And foft the fwelling founds of fnuiic grow, 
And faint their foftnefs, till they fail below. 

My downy fleep the warmth of Phoebus broke. 
And while my thoughts were fettling, thus 1 fpoke ; 
Thou beauteous Vifion on the foul impreft. 
When moft my reafon wou'd appear to reft ! 
'Twas fure with pencils dipt in various lights 
Some curious angel limn'd thy facred fights ; 
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From blazings funs his radiant gold he drew, 
White moons the filver gave> and air the blue. 
Ill ipount the roving wind's expanded wing> 
And feek the facred hill, and light to fipg ; 
('Tis known in Jewry well) I'll make my lays. 
Obedient to thy fummons, found with praife. 

But ftill 1 fear, unwarm'd with holy flame, 
I take for truth the flatt'ries of a dream ; 
And barely wifh the wond'rous gift I boaft. 
And faintly pradife what deferves it moft. 

*' Indulgent Lord ! whofe gracious love difplays 
Joys in the light, and fills llie dark with eafe ; 
Be this, to blefs my days, no dream of blifs. 
Or be, to blefs my nights, my dreams like this. 

E C S T A C Y, 

THHE fleeting joys, which all affords below, 
■*" Work the fond heart with unavailing (how.. 
The wifli that makes our happier life compleat, 
Nor grafps the wealth, nor honours of the great. 
Nor loofely fails on Pleafurc's eafy ftream. 
Nor gathers wreaths from all the groves of Fame. 
Weak man i who charms to thefe alone confine. 
Attend my pray'r, and learn to make it thine. 

" From thy rich thrqne, where circling trains of light. 
Make d^y that's endlefs infinitely bright^ 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



230 E C S T A C Y. 

Thence, Heavenly Father ! thence with mercy dart 
One beam (^ brightnefs to my iQBging heart. 
Pawn through the mind, drive Error's douds away. 
And dill the rage in Paffion's troubled fea ; 
Thitt the poor baniih'd loul, ferene and fre^ 
May rife from earth to vifit heaven and thee. 
Come Peace Divine, ihed gently firom above, 
Infpire my willing bofom, wondrous Love i 
Thy purprd pinions to my (houlders tye. 
And point the paiTage where 1 want to fly. 

But whither, whither now ! what pow'rful fire 
"With this blefs*d influence equals my defire ? 
I rife, or Love the kind deluder reigns. 
And adls in fancy fuch inchanted fcenes. 
Earth lefs'ning flies, the parting fkies retreat. 
The fleecy clouds my waving feathers beat ; 
And now the fun, and now the ftara are gone; 
Yet ftill methinks the fpirit bears me on. 
Where trafts of aether purer blue difplay. 
And edge the golden reafan of native day. 

O ftrange enjoyment of a blifi vmfeai I 

ravifhment ! O facred rage within I 
Tumultuous pieafure, rsus'd on peace of mind, 
Sincere, exceffive, from the world refin'd 1 

1 fee the light that veils the throne on high, 
A light unpierc'd by man's impurer eye ; 

I hear the words that ^ing thence prodaim, 
** Let God's attendants pnufe his awfol name ;*' 
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Then heads unnnmber'd bend before the (hriae, 

Myfterious feat of Majcfty Divine ! 

And hands unnumber'd ftrike the iilver firing 

And tongues unnumberM Hallelujah fing. 

See, v/hcK the fliinbg feraphim appear^ 

And fink their decent eyes with holy fear ; 

See flights of angek all their Others raife. 

And range the orbs, and as they range they praife ; 

Behold the great Apoftles joyful met. 

And hi|^ on pearls of azure aether fet $ 

Behold the Prophets full of heavenly fire 

"With wandering fingers wake the trembling lyre ; 

And hear the naartyrs tune ; and all around 

The church triumphant makes the region found ; 

With harps of gold, wkh boughs of ever-green. 

With robes of white, the pious throngs are feen ; 

Exalted anthems all their hours employ. 

And all is mufic, and excels of joy. 

Charmed with the fight I long to bear a part. 
The plei^ure flatters at my ravifh'd iieart. 
Sweet faints and ax^ls of the hcsLf^tdj ^uire ! 
if Love has warmM me with celefttal fire, 
Affift my wordiu and as they move along, 
With Hallelojafa crown the bnrthenkl Ibi^. 

Father of «11 above aad all below i 
O great beyond ci^neffion 1— 
No bounds thy knowledge, none thy pow'r confine. 
For pow'r and knowledge in their fource are thine : 
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Around thee glory fpreads her golden wing. 
Sing, glitt'ring angels, Hallelujah ling. 

Son of the Father ! firft begotten Son, 
Ere the (hort measuring line of time begun ! 
The world has feen thy works, and joy 'd to fee 
His bright effulgence manifeft in thee. 
The world mud own thee Love's unfathom'd (pHng^ 
Sing, glitt'ring angels. Hallelujah fing. 

Proceeding Spirit ! equally divine. 
In whom the Godheads full perfections fhine ; 
With various graces, comforts unexpreft, 
With holy tranfports you refine the breaft. 
And earth is heav'nly where your gifts you bring, 
Sing, glitt'ring angels. Hallelujah fing. 

But Where's my rapture ? where my wond'rous heat? 
What interruption makes my blifs retreat > 
This world's got in, the thought of t'others croft. 
And the gay pi^re's in my fancy lofl. 
With what an eager zeal the confdous foul 
Would claim its (eat, and foaring pafs the pole i 
But our attempts thefe chains of eardi reftrain, 
Deride our toil, and drag us down again. 
So from the ground afpiring meteors go, 
And rank'd with planets, light the world below ; 
But their own bodies fink them in the iky, 
When the warmth s gone that taught them how to fly. 

FINIS, 
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